
 
 

 

State asked to partner in bayou cleanup 
 
By Jack Gurney 
 

A dog-eared environmental file has been dusted off by Sarasota County public works 
officials who want the state to help pay for Hudson Bayou filtration devices that would 
reduce the flow of damaging nutrients such as nitrogen and phosphorous into Sarasota 
Bay. 
 
On Tuesday, without comment, the county commission authorized a $1 million grant 
application to the Florida Department of Environmental Regulation. If approved, it would 
require the county to provide $1.06 million in matching funds for the project. 
 
"The devices would filter leaves and sediment out of storm water runoff before it enters 
the bayou," said Kelly Westover, a county water resources environmental specialist. They 
would be scattered around downtown Sarasota. 
 
Hudson Bayou tributaries drain storm water from the city's Main Street business district 

and nearby residential neighborhoods into an east-to-west channel that parallels the stretch of U.S. 41 known as Mound Street. It 
empties into Sarasota Bay. 
 
In 1991, the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program called the community's attention to high levels of toxic lead in the bayou. It identified 
pollution runoff from traffic-choked U.S. 41 and illegal discharges from area businesses as probable sources of heavy metal 
contamination. 
 
A decade later, in 2001, laboratory test results confirmed the lead contamination in Hudson Bayou sediment samples was worse 
than anticipated, and triggered investigations to determine both the sources and possible solutions. 
 
Boyle Engineering concluded 57 out of 58 sediment samples taken from the bayou had lead levels that exceeded "threshold 
effects" on aquatic organisms, and 36 of the samples exceeded state "probable effects" standards for marine life such as fish and 
oysters. 
 
While efforts to identify where the lead was coming from were inconclusive, many old city pipes were located nearby that drained 
into the tributaries. Some had been installed long before the evolution of storm water control devices and were not on city 
engineering maps. 
 
Remedial options were considered that included either dredging 62,000 cubic yards of contaminated sediment out of the bayou, 
covering it with a net to hold the pollution in place, or leaving it alone. A state environmental specialist's advice to do nothing was 
accepted. 
 
The Hudson Bayou file was then shelved until early 2005, when a city lift station malfunctioned and discharged raw sewage into 
surface water. Public health officials were forced to post safety advisories against wading, swimming and fishing. 
 
Angry neighbors organized a successful campaign to have the antiquated Pomelo Avenue structure removed, and a new one put 
elsewhere. The city commission's decision to cooperate rather than resist ultimately quelled the dispute. 
 
If state environmental officials grant $1 million to the county for a Hudson Bayou cleanup project, and matching money is provided 
by the county, the area would be surveyed in 2008, engineering and design work ordered in 2009, and construction started in 
2010. 
 

 

Tests have shown that downtown's 
Hudson Bayou is highly polluted.
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