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TMDL Status Report 

Sarasota County NPDES MS4 Annual Report for 2017 (Year Four) 

 

There are 16 TMDLs established in Sarasota County.  Work is actively being conducted 

on three of them: Gottfried Creek, Phillippi Creek and Alligator Creek.  There are 

detailed, separate reports about each in this 2017 NPDES MS4 Annual Report.  Forty-Six 

WBIDs are impaired for bacteria, nutrients, oxygen, iron or copper.  Additional 

information about each can be found on the Sarasota Water Atlas website. 

 

 
 

The Tampa Bay Estuary Program (TBEP) worked with partners to form a Nitrogen 

Management Consortium and Reasonable Assurance Plan to restore seagrass and water 

quality in Tampa Bay. In 2010, the FDEP allocated a Water Quality Based Effluent Limit 

to Sarasota County for 8.2 tons of nitrogen. Sarasota County provides pollutant removal 

information for Cooper Creek to the TBEP as needed.  

 

Sarasota County continues to make significant inroads in reduction of water pollution.  

 The Phillippi Creek Septic System Replacement Program continues to convert 

residents from old septic systems to a centralized, modern wastewater treatment 

service with effluent reuse capabilities. The program cost is over $120,000,000.  

 In 2017, Phase 1 of the Dona Bay Project in the Cowpen Slough watershed was 

completed.  Pollutant removal to the Dona and Roberts Bays area is expected to 

improve water quality, seagrass, and oysters as well as beach water quality.  

 The Celery Fields Regional Stormwater Facility was completed in 2013. A 

monitoring study showed overall 50% removal efficiency for TP, 53% for TN and 
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82% for solids and it applies to 3,600 acre contributing area, which is 10% of the 

watershed. 

 Sarasota County was the first community to implement a fertilizer ordinance.  It 

includes a rainy season restricted period. 

 Creative outreach is spreading the message about reducing fertilizer usage and 

cleaning up after dogs.  


