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This report provides the results of a feasibility study 

conducted by the US Army Corps of Engineers in 2002-

2003, in preparation for a project to improve fish and 

wildlife habitat on spoil islands that were created dur-

ing the construction of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway 

in the late 1950s and early 1960s. Six islands were as-

sessed, but due to funding constraints on the part of 

Sarasota County only three islands (Jim Neville Pre-

serve, Bird Colony Islands, Palmer Point Park) received 

federal funds for restoration. Recommend activities 

included excavation and removal of dredged material 

deposits, removal of exotic vegetation, planting of na-

tive plant species, and shoreline stabilization. 
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