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No. Name/Location Address
1 Emerson Point Canoe Launch Western end of 17th St. W 1 1

Palmetto aka 54th St. W
2 Fort Hamer Boat Ramp Fort Hamer Rd. on Manatee 1 1

Parrish River 3 miles S of Parrish
3 Highland Shores Boat Ramp 351 Shore Dr. on 1 1

Ellenton Manatee River
4 63st Memorial Park East end of 63rd St. 1 1

Holmes Beach
5 Riverside Park 801 Riverside Dr. 1 2

Palmetto on Manatee River
6 Warners Bayou County Park 59th St. W and 2 3

Bradenton Riverview Blvd.
7 Kingfish Ramp 800 W Manatee Ave. 2 3

Holmes Beach (SR 64) on Tampa Bay
8 State Rd. 64 Boat Ramp E Manatee Ave. (SR 64) 1 2

Bradenton on Braden River
9 Coquina Beach and Bayside Park S Gulf Dr. (SR 789) 2 3

Bradenton Beach on Anna Maria Island
10 Mashalls Landing 5524 53rd Ave. E • 1 1

Bradenton (SR 70)
11 Centennial Park 1059 Tamiami Trail and 3 6

Sarasota 11th St.
12 Ken Thompson Park 1700 Ken Thompson Pkwy. 3 5

Lido Key
13 Turtle Beach 8918 Midnight Pass Rd. 2 4

Siesta Key
14 Blackburn Point Park (shallow) Blackburn Point Rd. 1 1

Osprey on Little Sarasota Bay
15 Nokomis Beach Public Ramp 901 Casey Key Rd. 1 2

Nokomis on Dona Bay
16 Loreto Park 800 Loreto Ct. 1 1

Nokomis
17 Higel Marine Park 1330 Tarpon Center Dr. and 1 1

Venice Venice Ave., Roberts Bay
18 Venice Marina Park 216 East Venice Ave. 1 1

Venice at Venice By-Pass
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No. Name Location Phone
1 Boca Del Rio Marina 2504 NW 88th St., Bradenton 941-792-9610 • •
2 Regatta Point Marina 1005 Riverside Dr., Palmetto 941-729-6021 • •
3 Catcher’s Marina 5501 Marina Dr., Holmes Beach 941-778-1977 •
4 Holmes Beach Marina 205 52nd St., Holmes Beach 941-778-2255 •
5 Twin Dolphin Marina 1000 1st Ave. W., Bradenton 941-747-8300 • •
6 Perico Harbor Marina 12310 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton 941-795-2628 • •
7 Bradenton Beach Marina 402 Church Ave., Bradenton Beach 941-778-2288 • •
8 Cannons Marina 6040 Gulf of Mexico Dr., Longboat Key 941-383-1311 •
9 Sara Bay Marina 7040 N. Tamiami Tr., Sarasota 941-359-0309
10 The Boathouse on Longboat 410 Gulf of Mexico Dr, Longboat Key 941 383-7778 •
11 Marine Max 1601 Ken Thompson Pkwy., Sarasota 941-388-4411 •
12 Marina Jack 2 Marina Plaza, Sarasota 941-955-9488 • •
13 Marina at the Landings 1780 Phillippi Shores Dr., Sarasota 941-922-6100 •
14 Phillippi Shores Marina 1810 Phillippi Shores Dr., Sarasota 941-924-6864 • •
15 Dockside Marine, Siesta Key 1256 Old Stickney Point Rd., Sarasota 941-349-8880 • •
16 Hidden Harbor Marine 7700 S. Tamiami Tr., Sarasota 941-925-9110 •
17 Turtle Beach Marina 8865 Midnight Pass Rd., Sarasota 941-349-9449 •
18 Dockside Marine, Osprey 480 1/2 Blackburn Point Rd., Osprey 941-966-5657 • •
19 Casey Key Marina 482 Blackburn Point Rd., Osprey 941-966-1730 • •
20 Gulf Harbor Marina 100 Circuit Rd., Nokomis 941-488-7734 • •
21 Crow’s Nest Marina 1968 Tarpon Center Dr., Venice 941-484-7661 •

Ram
p

Pu
mpo

uts
Fu

el

Marinas

No. Name Address Phone Acres
1 Emerson Point Park 17th St. W. 941-776-2295 251.0
2 De Soto National Memorial Terminus of 75th St. W. 941-792-0458 27.0
3 Centennial Park 1059 N Tamiami Tr. 941-346-2198 26.7
4 Ken Thompson Park City Island 1700 Ken Thompson Pkwy. 941-316-1172 89.1
5 Island Park Bayfront Dr. 47.5
6 Bird Key Park 200 John Ringling Cswy. 941-346-2198 12.1
7 Otter Key Sarasota Bay 941-316-1309 29.7
8 North Lido Beach 190 Taft Dr. 941-346-3207 16.7
9 South Lido Beach 190 Taft Dr. 941-346-3207 152.5
10 Edwards Islands Roberts Bay 941-316-1309 23.5
11 Phillippi Estate Park 5500 S Tamiami Tr. 941-316-1309 36.6
12 Siesta Beach 948 Beach Dr. 941-346-3207 44.0
13 Turtle Beach 8918 Midnight Pass Rd. 941-346-3207 11.2
14 Neville Marine Preserve Little Sarasota Bay 941-316-1309 117.6
15 Palmer Point Park 9399 Midnight Pass Rd. 941-861-1602 40.6
16 Oscar Scherer State Park US 41 S 941-483-5956 1704.6
18 Nokomis Community Park 234 Nippino Tr. 941-486-2595 17.5
19 North Jetty Park 1000 Casey Key Rd. 941-486-2311 19.1

Parks
No. Description Depth Latitude Longitude
1 In Terra Ceia 6'–12' 27°32.914' 82°35.218'
2 Manatee River East of De Soto Point 4'–12' 27°31.861' 82°38.140'
3 Between McKay and Hooker Point 6'–12' 27°31.343' 82°37.009'
4 East of Desoto Memorial Park 3'–10' 27°31.330' 82°38.417'
5 East of Hooker Point 3'–10' 27°30.893' 82°35.816'
6 In channel under bridge 3'–10' 27°30.636' 82°34.573'
7 Next to Twin Dolphins Marina W of bridge 3'–7' 27°26.525' 82°34.573'
8 North of Long Beach under bridge 3'–12' 27°26.525' 82°41.087'
9 East of Long Beach 4'–13' 27°26.287' 82°40.723'
10 Sarasota Bay 6'–12' 27°23.148' 82°37.371'
11 Adjacent to Sarasota Sailing Squadron 4'–9' 27°20.286' 82°34.197'
12 Bay Point Inlet 3'–6' 27°19.689' 82°32.648'
13 Between Lido Key and Otter Key 9'–13' 27°18.747' 82°34.102'
14 Little Sarasota Bay East of White Beach 3'–6' 27°14.378' 82°31.301'
15 Little Sarasota Bay East of Heron Lagoon 3'–6' 27°13.954' 82°31.058'
16 ICW Blackburn Bay East of Casey Key 3'–6' 27°08.962' 82°28.705'
17 East of Private Aids 6'–12' 27°06.637' 82°27.537'
18 Dona and Roberts Bay junction 6'–12' 27°06.488' 82°27.489'

Anchorages

Depth
No. Name Materials (Ft.) Lat/Long
1 1 Mile Reef N Concrete Culverts 27 27°29.502'

82°43.998'
2 1 Mile Reef S Bridge Material 21 27°29.058'

82°44.117'
3 Near Shore Skyway Bridge Material 16 27°26.982'

Reef 82°41.814'
4 3 Mile South Modules Concrete 31 27°26.658'

Reef Reef Balls (50) 82°44.910'
5 3 Mile South Modules Concrete 31 27°26.478'

Reef Reef Balls (30) 82°44.796'
6 Jonnie Walker Rocks, Boulders, Reef Balls 12 27°22.380'

82°35.524'
7 Deamus Hart Concrete, FPL Insulators, 10 27°22.075'

Reef Balls 82°34.477'
8 Sportfishing Reef Balls 12 27°21.080'

Anglers Club 82°35.883'
9 O.D. Miller Concrete Rubble 9–21 27°20.190'

82°34.546'
10 Jim Evans Concrete, FPL Insulators 10 27°19.727'

82°33.452'
11 Pop Jantzen Concrete, FPL Insulators, 7 27°19.709'

Reef Balls 82°33.849'
12 M1 Steel Barge, Fiberglass 42 27°19.172'

Boats, Concrete Culvert 82°43.164'
13 Bully Powers Concrete, FPL Insulators 12 27°18.862'

82°34.292'
14 M2 Concrete Culverts, Boxes, 42 27°18.745'

Mixer Drums 82°43.001'
15 Rose Coker Concrete, FPL Insulators 7 27°18.698'

82°32.537'
16 13 - Donald Orange Avenue 22 27°18.208'

Roehr Bridge Rubble 82°35.539'
17 12 - Alan New Pass Bridge Rubble, 30 27°18.111'

Fisher Concrete Rubble, Piles 82°37.125'
18 11 - Lynn Concrete, Rubble, Boxes, 30 27°17.159'

Silvertooth Piles, Ringling Bridge 82°35.985'
19 M3 Concrete Culverts, Boxes, 43 27°16.717'

Mixer Drums 82°43.261'
20 M4 Concrete Rubble, Reef Balls 42 27°15.170'

82°43.162'
21 M5 Concrete Culverts 43 27°13.422'

82°43.131'
22 M6 Fiberglass Boats, Concrete 55 27°11.301'

Culverts, Mixer Drums 82°43.594'
23 I-4 Venice Bridge and Pier 25 27°06.304'

82°28.905'
* M7 - Boxcars, Concrete Culverts 50 27°16.281'

Johnson 82°48.043'
* D3 Boxcars 105 27°15.931'

83°07.207'
* D4 Boxcars 103 27°15.440'

83°07.136'
* M8 Five Army Tanks, Landing 65 27°12.528'

Craft, Boxcars 82°48.121'
* MD1 Barge, Concrete Hopper 80 27°09.691'

82°53.062'
*Reef located outside of map extent

Artificial Reefs

Sarasota County waterways attract a remarkable vari-
ety and number of birds. Open waters are habitat for
loons, grebes, and ducks. Most spectacular are the
great breeding colonies where some species—includ-
ing pelicans, cormorants, herons, egrets, ibis, terns
and plovers—gather to rear their young. These
breeding colonies may be found on islands, beaches,
and in estuaries and marshes. Mudflats and seagrass
habitats and estuaries in shallow sections of the bay
provide a bountiful fishing ground for resident, mi-
grant, and wintering shorebirds. Maintaining these
bird populations in a growing metropolitan area is
challenging. Many species are declining, and some
have virtually disappeared due to loss and disruption
of habitat.

• From the Ringling Causeway bridge north on the Intracoastal Water-
way, follow channel markers green 13 to green 17 (about five miles)
and turn west between red 18 and green 19. Just north of red markers
22 and 24 are sandbars that are a prime location at low tide for various
shore birds: terns, gulls, cormorants, American Oystercatchers, sand-
pipers, Brown Pelicans, and—from October through April—White
Pelicans. 

• From the Ringling Causeway bridge south on the Intracoastal Water-
way, follow channel markers under the North Siesta Key Bridge. There
are small mangrove island rookeries on the east (mainland) side be-
tween markers 83 and 79. These are active nesting areas for cor-
morants, pelicans, egrets, herons and many other shore birds. Use
caution, this is a very shallow area.

• Continue south on the Intracoastal through Roberts Bay. Green marker
75 starts a narrow cut through mangroves that, to red marker 72, are
home to many wading birds, such as Snowy Egret, Roseate Spoonbill,
and various kinds of herons. Keep an eye out for Osprey and Kingfish-
ers. 

• South of the South Siesta Key (Stickney Point) bridge, there are small
sandbars along the east (mainland) side of the channel where a variety
of shore and wading birds feed during low tide. Continue south about
three miles to the Palmer Point Park (former Midnight Pass) area. Just
west of green markers 47 to 41, the Jim Neville Marine Preserve 
Island and the tidal flats are good wading bird locations.

For more complete information on birding on the gulf coast, you may consult
the “Birding Hotspots” guide. The Birding by Boat section is excerpted from
that document with the permission of the Sarasota Audubon Society.

Practice good etiquette when 
boating and using ramps
• Follow “Red Right Return.” 
• Stay between channel markers and keep right.
• Let your intentions be known to other boaters.
• Slow down when approaching and passing

under bridges.
• Reduce your wake when nearing smaller

vessels.
• Properly collect and dispose of trash.
• Be prepared to leave ramp; do not clog the lane.
• Clean your boat and gear of nuisance plants,

seeds, etc.
• Keep oil, fuel, and grease out of the water.
• Be courteous and mindful of others.
• Obey park and ramp rules.

Good Boating Etiquette

Birds of the Waterways

Birding by Boat
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The Florida Department of Environmental Protection gives the Clean Marina
designation to marinas that meet federal and state environmental regulations and 
provide environmental education and services to boaters. For more information, visit
the Clean Marina Web site: www.floridadep.org/law

Diver Down Flag
It is REQUIRED BY LAW to display this
flag when divers are in the water. Boaters
in the vicinity of a vessel displaying the
diver down flag must give 100' clearance
inshore or 300' clearance in open waters.
A flag displayed on a vessel must be 20"
by 24". Flags attached to a float may be
12" by 12". A stiffener is also required to
keep the flag unfurled.

For more information on Manatee Protection or to 
access the most current speed zone maps, please visit

http://myfwc.com/manatee/rules.htm and
http://floridaconservation.org/psm/gis/mapref.htm

• No person shall operate any watercraft in
excess of IDLE SPEED within 300 feet of any
land in Sarasota County fronting on the Gulf
of Mexico.

• No person shall operate any watercraft
within a swimming area, which has been
marked with buoys, nor within 500 feet of
any guarded public beach on the Gulf of
Mexico.

Speed Zone Rules

Birding Locations
Quick Point—South end of Longboat Key, bay side at the north end of New Pass
Bridge, mudflats in New Pass and the sandbars in the bay. Wading and shore birds
including American Oystercatchers, terns, ibis, herons, eagles.

City Island—Scan the mudflats (in proper season). Common Loons, Reddish
Egrets, Osprey, Royal and Sandwich Terns, and Black-crowned Night-herons. 

Sarasota Baywalk—Adjacent to Boat Ramp 12. Wading birds, Red-winged Black-
birds, Common Ground-Doves, Belted Kingfishers, and Yellow-crowned Night-
Herons.

Ken Thompson Park Rookery—A small island just offshore. Can be a show-off
spot for birds in proper season.

North Lido Beach—Plovers, gulls, terns, willets, Ruddy Turnstones, and American
Oystercatchers. Common shore birds and occasional warblers.

South Lido Park and Beach—Shore birds and water birds. In spring and fall, the
trees hold many migrants.

Siesta Beach—Several different species of gulls and terns, Dunlin, Sanderlings,
Brown Pelicans, plovers, and Snowy Egrets.

Palmer Point Park (formerly Midnight Pass)—Gulls, terns, egrets, herons,
cormorants. Look for willets, Ruddy Turnstone, plovers, Black Skimmers, Roseate
Spoonbill, and Reddish Egret. You may spot Ospreys and Bald Eagles overhead or
on trees near the water.

Venice Jetty—The Jetty has been a hot spot for the Purple Sandpiper (winter) on
the jetty rocks, Bonaparte’s Gull, and Ruddy Turnstone. A Dovekie was seen here
in 1996.

Service Club Park—North end of Brohard Park. Boardwalk: Florida Scrub-jays.
Wrens, Towhee, Ground-Doves, Lark and Savannah Sparrows sometimes inhabit
the area in winter. Beach shore birds: Willet; Black-bellied, Semipalmated and
Wilson’s Plovers; and Sanderlings. The terns include Sandwich, Forester’s, Com-
mon (migration), Least (summer), Royal, and Caspian. The gulls include Ring-
billed, Herring, Lesser Black-backed in winter, and the resident Laughing Gull.

Venice Pier Area—Double-crested Cormorants, Brown Pelicans, Great Blue
Heron, and Great Egret.

Brohard Beach and Caspersen Beach—Scan the water for Northern Gannets. In
winter, Common Loons and Red-breasted Mergansers in the surf, magnificent
Frigatebirds overhead, Black Skimmers and shore birds over the water, Osprey and
the Bald Eagle sitting in trees. 

Manasota Beach Area—Wading birds, Bald Eagles, and occasionally Roseate
Spoonbills. 

The Birding Locations section is excerpted from the“Birding Hotspots” guide with the
permission of the Sarasota Audubon Society.

4

4

12

9

8

4

15

23

21

20

20

19


