County Eyes
Phillippi

Dl'amage

Officials should take a long
look al the Phillippt Creek water-
shed area hefore any more ex-
tensive subdividing is done there.
it was stated at a county com-
mission meeling Tuesday.

The speaker, Commission
Chairman Glenn E. Potler, said
the county must be assured flood
conirol steps are taken befme
moie pressure is put on the al-
ready hardpressed Phillippi
Creek outlet.

His comments came after the
board gave preliminary approval
to plats for Ridgewecod Estates
and South Ridge, practicaily
across Bee Ridge Road from
each olher and in the creek's
watershed area.

John Grout, road supervisor.
gaid the area's drainage is one
of great concern to his depart-
ment but added developers are
aware that drainage problems
must be solved before any more
large scale housing can be in-
stituted.

Grouf recommended aerial sur-
veys of crifical areas.

Comnissloners Tuesday also:

Accepted with regret the resig-
nation of Charles Kent from the
County Zoning Board of Appeals

Accepled the apparent low bid,
at 4.7 per cent, of Arch Avery for
No. 4 Special Road & Bridge Tax
District’s $30,060 bond issue,

Held public hearings on rezon-
ing and use petitions but took no
final action.

Decided o inveslipale a report
by Fred Collins of Osprey that
his access to kis home from U.S,
41 had been cut off because the
cotinly had opened a ditch in the
area and washout had occurred
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lWe'czther Threat Seen

‘Flood-Peril Area
Gets Dragline

County commissioners moved a dragline into the
Bahia Vista area of Phillippi Creek just in time todayv to
meet any threat that might arise from the easterly wave

sweeping toward the ex-
treme southern part of the
state.

At an emergency meeting
late yesterday the county
commissioners decided to
move the dragline into the
area because of the express-
ed fears of so many Ba-
hia Vista area residents that
the next flooding along the
ereek would be disastrous to
their homes and property.

County  commussioners  with
Engineer Moseley Colling are giv-
ing serious consideration to that
problem pius the one posed by the
South Gate dam structure. There
was a meeling on that problem

late yesterday between South Gate
representatives and Colling.

Commussioners sald that it the:
Suncoast gets nearly as much ramn |
ag the Miaml area “did yesterda.yl
from the easterly wave it will be:
in bad condition drdinage-wise and
flood-wise. i )

Meanwhile, commissioners are
seeling any or all aid they can.

from siate and federal sources for
the solution of the vital Phillippi
Creek fipod conditions.

The U. 8. Congresy failed to pass

authonzation for the .5, Corps
of Engineers top make a flood con-
trol study of the creek. This left
the sindy delayed until at ieast the
second session starts 1 January.

The engineering study of the
creel, if it i3 sufthorized n the
next session, .probably wiil mean
the survey work cannot begin be-
fore spring.




[

. Moseley Collins,

plan geceptable in.general with
- South Gate residents to widen the
. dam 85 feet over the present 65

News Of Special

———

Interest Locally

The 5% News

Sarasota, Florida, Wednesday, September 23, 1959

U.S. Engineers Called

Emergency Aid Sought
For Phillippi Victims

Emergency aid to the flood-
atricken Phillippi Creek area from
a research team of the U.S. Dis-
triet Hngineers is requested today
amid fears that the t{roplcal storm
or hurricane lurking off the Flor-
ide east coast could be the knock-
out blow to the area.

Immediate action by the re-
search team ig8 expected from
Jacksonville, bt meanwhile the
big block in the ¢reek is the South
Gate dam, according to residents.

Packed Hearing

Cries of “blow the dam’ echoed
throughout the three - hour hear-
ing yesterday afternoon in a pack-
ed county commission meeting
room a8 residents of the threaten-
ed areas of Bellevue Terrace, Oak
Shores and South Gete put up a
strong appeal for action to alle-
viate the flopded conditions.

"The dam referred to is at the
rear of the South Gate Community
Hall between the bridges at Web-
ber Street and Tuttle Avenues.

Basic conflict between the coun-
ty commissioners and the residents
was over whether or not
the dam should be destroyed, or
widened and improved to allow
more flow over it and reduction m
the head of water.

Taking the lead in the group
that wanted the dam destroyed was
R, P, Farrell Jr.,, one of the de-
velopers, who said, ‘EHvery-
body seems to think that dam
should be taken out except the
county commissioners.”

The county, through its engineer
had devized g

feet making it possible for more
water to flow over the spillway.

But the residents, many of whom
had their homes flooded during
last week’s storm, sald  they
wouldn’t .settle for that. b

Number Of Moves .

The county moved yesterday on
& number of fronts to combat the
Phillippt Creek flood threaf.

1, It oificially requested the U.S.
Army Engineers research team to
come here on an emergency. basis,

2. It moved a dragline info the

[

Bahia Vista Street area of Phil-
lippt Creek for removal of silting
in the creek bottom.

3. It sought engineering studies
by its consuiting engineers, Smal-
ly, Wellford and Naiven of the
Phillipp: Creek dam.

4. It contacted the State Roa d
Department and other agencies for

appropriate right-of-way studies of |-

the area of Phillippt Creek at the
South Trail bridges to determine if
another-cut «» through could be
made.

Phillippi Creek iz not a small
ereek, said the county commission-
ers in letters to the heads of the
various Congresstonal committees
on flood control.

Haley Lives Near There

They said it 13 really a river
with considerable subdivision and
urban building on its route. Con-
gresgman James A. Haley lives m
the creek area near Phillipm
Shores Elementary School.

The Phillipp1 Creek flood condi-
tions were not the only ocnes fac-
ing couniy officials yesterday. A
delegation from the Ceniral Ave-
nue-39th. and 40th Street area ap-
peared to urge a bridge on Cen-
tral Avenue between the two
atreets, Leading this group -were

artis{ Willlam Hartman and his.

wife who appropriately enough
snowed pictures of the flooding
conditions in their area.

Flooded 8 Times

They said they had been flooded

eight times smece March, but an-

other member of the delegation,

said her home had been flooded
that many times since mid-July.

‘‘How would you like "to have
your children floating boats in the
Hiving room?" she added,

“We beg you to do something,”
said Mrs. Hartman and after re-
ceiving assurances from the com-
migsioners that the matter would
be explored she commented as she
left, “We'll be back.”

The matter was referred to the
road and bridge and drainage com-
mittees of the board. -

Hartman said they have hee
fighting the matter for six year
and had gotten little or no satis
faction.

I
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Could Apply For U. S,

Thursday, Feb. 4, 19605

Aid

A report on honds for a pro-
posed Phillippt Creek area water
i and sewer district was made yes-
terday by Sidney Grover, local:
representative of the fiscal firm
of Ira Haupt & Co. |

Grover said the counly may
apply for help in floating bonds
from the Federal Housing and |
Hnme I"Inance Agency m the

Phillippi Sewer B(mel
Report Given C.ounty

event at least three bidders do"
not offer 5 per cent or lower in-
tterest on the proposed issue.

County officials were slaled (o

attend a meeling in Atlanta tof

day with FHHFA officials on &

loan to finance district plans and'

specifications,

The hond issue envisioned,
Grover said, is a revenue bond’
issue, not & general obligation is-#
sue. The FHHFA may buy reves '
nue bonds of the county af rates
hetween 5 and one eighth and.
5 and three eighths per cent, he

said. It may buy general oblsga-
tion issues at 475 per cent; .
Grover said.

Grover said his firm had Eot.:;

pulled out from its agreement
with the county made last fall on
Lmderwr!tmg the pmpDSed 1ssue
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County Commission Acts

Relicve Phillippi Plug

reotmty engineer and the county's

A slep in helping to unplug Phil-
inpi Creelt's moulh and  permit
mote flow of flood waleis was
token lodny by Sarasots County

Commissioners  in approving a
bulkhend line ab thal point.

The action was taken lo accepl
a commitiee report 1ecommending
the Hline and fo have the neces-
saly 1esolution prepared io make
it officlal.

The bulkhead line recommenda-
lion gocs to Tallahassce for final
okay by the fiustees of the Inter-
nal Improvement Fund who have
final jwisdiction.

The moetion was passed hy the
county commissioners sitling as
the Counly Water Control and
Navigation Authority.

The buikhead line was requesl-
ed by the Ringling - Shepnic
inlersis and agreed lo hy tnc

flood  conlrol  ceonsulling  engi-
neers,

The location of the line will
‘pose the least damage (o marine
and wild lile feeding and spawn-
ing grounds™ said the reporl of the

hulkhend commitlee of the water]

aytthorily

The enunty commissionets said
ihe angle of the bullkhead line af
the mowdh of the crrak and the
aastelly line of {he inland walcr-
way  shanlt be gonnded eponzh
as i pooe no o rosbricfion 1o (e
milimy of waley

There was na application niarle
v diedging and rilling in fhe
HERY

The oty commissioners sl

ting as the waler authority also
adopied a commitice report ree-
emmending relocalion of the bulk-
head line at the Pauvison property
i Wnglewood to provide for spoil
atas and to help hullkherd what
is heing considered as a fulure
recreation area on the bay.

After the waler aunthorily ad-
journed, the counly commission-
ers went into session as the Board
of Counly Commissioners and
heprd a roquest for zoning for a
10 - acre shopping center at Bee
Ridge Road and Lockwood Ridge
Road as outlined by James Sim-

the zoning committee to confer on

ons. The hoard recessed {o permit
fhe piang for deninnge of the arna’;
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| Financing Is Big

Question

Bv JEANNE MARSHALL
Herzhd Fribune Reparier

i Sarasola Couply's eommission-
ters dndday will diseuss wntherance
ot fhe Phillipp Creek hasy flood
contrnf pragram amied ot making
availabie oy heme development
an addilinal 5% snuare wiles of
iand sl hax heen clngsed as
inurzshla brgause nf Haoads
P The coniv's huilding  depart-
mient hies withheld for the jasi
“lwa vears permits lar o construe-
hinn ot Domes m o develapmenis
hardering Piillipm Creek until an
L aflequate sty has been camplel
ced ochowma what o s
cmake {he fands avaitable lor uee,
The ensumssinn, rosmizant o
Ihe flond probiemy alter the Sep-
fethier, 1730 flanding whic
cated  damaze i many homes
cand emplmezed The probdem lace
Tz the ety hived #ie engs-
peermn Jivm ol Ematly Wellfoed
And Nafven In bring w3 emapres
henspoe plan I the e,
¢ The ranmszen reccived copres
o I plan which pomt nut fhe
vred for cnprevied aclion.

The veporl nntes incrpase *'in
botly magnitude and  renoency’
fm fined eoandilions in the creek
Shann

needed o

I The most impnriant wse of 2
prelimbsary anaives of the hasn
jsubmilted in the Roard oi Cnun-
;i.v Comnuissioners s 1938 was in

“enlish the aid of fhe Soil Canser.

fvatina Serviee through the Small
[Watershed Arl, the report savs.
i "As & resull, tederal pariiensa-

i has heen affored 16 ihe conn-
Iv o the development pf fhe
,Cow Pen Slough Walrrshed, This
spropasal incarparales eerlam im.
fprovements to the upper parl of
Ihe Phiflipp: Creek Rasm.™ {he
;l'E]!ﬂi'l notes,

Since the wwor vezches of ihe
Basu, metudine Phillippr Creek,
vaukt nol qualife ior tedernl aid
Theeanse the area = wrhan and nind
sagreullural fhe revart naleg fhe
(B8 Carpe nf Fngmerrs coold

“nol gt Congress i approaprsie -

timde e (860

Farthar hnling the hislary ol
ifeading conditinne i {he arer
i’hﬁ roperl continues:

© "The vecnrrenl flanding  proh
lenie yveached such mawr propac.
Cfiens fhal ny 19688 U Bnard of
‘Catmly  Commussioners ook he
drastic siep of halfing the pialting

*basin,

“In & ceriez of
A0 angd early 191 the Roarg
authariyed  additionnl  and  maore
refined  siidies ol the
Crrek Basw, These sludies have
been rampleicd. and are repaviod

sleps swnng

senlest tn v
Baard ol Coaunly Commisstoners,

“The stepavize procedisre ol
Iowed be the Board 1= i keeping
with #he primeiple ol sfaging,
wheel may apply nnl ondv in
studies hui also tn design and can-

wer L ogs seansmiral and prn
vules Dpsibility, in thas
memts mav he
fufure avenis aeeur and mme 1
finerl knnwiedge Dreames
abls Farhk slep treveals
porinme

mav he avsided, where

¢

i Bpeeifie reeommmensdabinns of the

ol neow suhdivisiens i the entive |
i

hiltipm ;

nn herain, The plans lisied in jhe
appendix have heen formaliy pre-
aceepiod by (he

stroctingt. Stagee permils hudaot.
ing ni fndds oA orderic man-

atljust -
meorpirnted as

avail-
mage
eleariy fhe nesd slepe of mesf ng.
Buplivalian of cffoy!
tederal |

PHILLIPPT CREEK AREA — The shaded portion os this map shows the 38 sipiarve miles of Sara-
gola County which has heen held dormant {or home construction because of (londing of Phillipm
Creok, The counly presently is plamnmg, and hopes in ablain federal assislance, on work which wiil
alleviale the condition and ailow renewed buiiding m the area.

caid or subdivision engineering
{myay enter the meture.”
i The consulting engineeys’ repart

“made. several ceneral reeommen-
dations, mcluding:

Construching  the proposed -
pravements ia the creck and mast

.nf The magor eanals, an "ohviaus

sotuiion sgally obviaus s
fhe nrant casl

Taking aliernale hieasuwres n
artler In abla eartier reliel dur-
S the sext several vears, These
weazures woild either be sineod
constricting oul ot constv hadpel
funils or deponding endively on
edloral aid.

b oStmdving melhods of varcing
Samer hunds lneally B kandle the
‘east opt onhipnung nghizadoway
pand eopstruction prposes §f fed.
ceral ald does nol malerinlize snan
ar enougly or s sdlioenl fp
senver {he enfirs hrmin.

'

reparl meRimed:

; Robuild or replace e weir or
‘dam i FPhilippl Creek at Seih
'rats

% Install sew weirg 3 e head

iof Phillippy Creek in Main & anid
. Main B

Rl up A eopfiptaus  pogsm
Paithin buiget Hnmtations nf wide
cening and deepering Phillinpi
(Cresk. and Mam A and Mam B
o the sproad weir.

Arpeat the weir and eveavation
fprogram selechively apstremn
fmvmng 1he Clark bakes ranai higt
prinriiv,

Phillippi Flood Control Discussion Set (

Resnrve the righi-nl-way de-
lineaied by {his study, allowingi
the wider right-ni-way allernative |

tar Thillipm Creck withaut hu%k-;

heads. H
Eslahlish a emmpreehensive
dramage plan. !
At sfried building restrie-
tiang m flaed harard arras apd

"pxiablish zond werking relalinne

with the cily asd siale 0 assure
iull canpeyating 1o convdinate the
colniv's comprehensive dramage
plan.

Tuplare the possibilities fer 51
ternale financosg, particelariy @
the ficld of loans trom ihe Hous
mg and Home Firanee Arency,

[961 0T Sun "Sepsanj
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to control flooding in the Phillip- |
pi Creek basin from Sarasota Bay
to Qak Shores was presented

Tuesday {o Sarasota County Com-

mission.

Commissionet

Fred Haigh

.recommended that copies of the |

report prepared by Smally, Well-
ford and Nalven, county consulf--
ing engineers, be sent to Cily!
Commission for joint study,

County Commission will meet
again Friday at @ am. with the
consulting engineets to discuss
the lengthy and invoived report.

John Miner, who lives In the
Phillippi River section, appeared
before the board and ashed it lo
“please get going as soon as you
can”

Miner noted that the clamp-
dewn on buiiding in the much-
floodect area has caused area
buildets to suffer and the econe-
my of the county had also been
hurt.

Haigh assured Miner the board |
is "'so keenly aware it hurts.”

Haigh said the Phillippi Creek
drainage problem was the key-
point of the hoard's correspon-
dence will digtrict and state le-
gisiators in Washinglon

Smailly, Wellford and Nalven
estimated the earliest date fot be-
ginning the drainage project for
the 58-square-mile Phillippi basin
would be between three and five
years.

Their report noted that since
it was extremely important to
obtain earlier relief, the commis-
sion should comsider several al-
ternatives until that time.

The {irm suggested‘heginning

A two and one-half million dol- | county funds or handling the pro-
lar comprehensive drainage plan ject independent of federal aid.

Don Smally explained that fed-
eral aid on the project would not
cover any costs for obtaining
rights-of-way and that some gov-
ernmental machinery would have
to be established by the board to
help finance the project

He urged the beard to set up

“flexible enough machinery’
when Jund studies are begun.

The engineer poipted eut that
the framework edtablished for
fund raising could be used for
eonstruction purposes if federal
funds were delayed or insuffi-
cient.

He recommended ejther obtain-
ing funds on a countywide basis

$2.5 Million Phillippi Creek Drainage Plan

Goes To Commission, Start Seen In 3 Years

or through the formation of a
drainage district.

Haigh asked Smally to have a
representative of his firm at a
special subdivision committee
meeting of the county planning
commission at 3 pm.

“This cemprehensive drainage
program js one phase of this
drainage problem we ean start in

24— Sarasota Herald-Tribune Wednesday, June 21, 1961

on immediately, Haigh noted.
The board authorized sending a

copy of the report to the U. 5.

Corps of Engineers,

,
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Boating cathusiasts who use
the Phillippi Creek ares are
hoperud thay dredging operations
at the mouth of the stream wiil
ipprove boating w that arca
and oventually tead lo widens
ing and deepening for a omsln
oy so upsiream

IEdison Sheil Co. whivh has
a contract with the coumy {or
removal of e spoi in order
to abtain shell base (or a ond-
way at Myvakka Park. has four
latpe picces of equipment m
aperation

The dirnm will dredee e
mouth of te stream for 2 dice
tance of o0 feet upstream and

in sp doing wilf ajleviale =2
dirth of navigable water At low
tide,

Cuotnsty Engineer Maoseley Col-
ins, who inspected the work
during the early part of (his
week, said the dredaing sl
prove of considerable value io
hoaling  omhusiasts  and il
aisg Belp relieve Hoeding =itua-
tion ab the jupetion of the
stream wigh The bay,

Collins ~aid that at low tide
‘here s Ress Lhan 15 inchex of
vater in the creele ad the mowsh
and he sald ence this is speoed
up thete wil be enouzh water
for larpes boals lo move up-
stream to US-ALL

Fred Lutz, operator of Lees
Landing sad that a large num-
her of boaters are leoking fore
ward to the day when they van
tias of dowst the creck o the
fand waterway and hays and
a0l liave to worry about zetting
stuck an zandbars

Ltz said owhers of larger
Loats bave to travel in and ot
of the stream at high tfide n
arder to huve enough water for

ciearanee  He soid that it was
hig belief that once the mouth
of the stream is opened up,
there will be an increase in the
uamber of fish and shell e,

From lthe spmi placed en a
farge at the dredeing opera-
tion i was evident that the
ol eonsisted mainty of oo-
juina shell and ihat there was
very litHe ovster op clam life
hemy distarbed by the opera-
1iong,

Whether Ddison Shell wili de-
rive easough shell e do the job
at Myakka Stote Park iz une
knnwn,

th Of Phillippi Creek i plans 1 taioy o oo

fzvilities 'o a greater extont
%’ :3 éa a ga % !3 :
4 S

than at any time in the fast
Vi Triciaw Tszfe 14

LTy
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contract’ tu suPPIY uyster ghells !
for’ mad work in Myakka vaer .

State Park:: R
By dredgmg “th mauth af"
tke ereak and 800 feat upstream
ili

£ County Engineer Moseley: CuI
w ina e:;w_o in.spected ‘the’ wor_k




I-Sarasofa Herald-Tribune

Thursday, July 27, 1861

Haichet-Burying Comes To Naught

Sarasota Board And South Gate Group

Fail To Agree OnPhillippi Flood Control

Altempls 1o bty the hatchel he-
tween the Sarasota County Com-
~ mission and the South Gate Com-
munity Association direclors came
to naught Wednesday as the two
groups fefl back to rewrite fhe
latest, proposat for a Phillippi ffond
contro]l  project on  association
Tand

A healed commitlee session
Weadnesday afternoon hefwean
thiee commissioners and several
diteclors of (he association left
Commissioner  Bowil  Gerphard
“rind too optimistic at this peint.”

Gornhard said the necessity to
hegin floed contral work immerdi
afely n the area may force the
conndy {o consider one of two
other siles npsiream from the
South Gale weir area.

Gernhard told Associalion Presi
dent Stanley Wilson the commis-
sion resenls the “air of suspicion”
veflected hy seversl letlers fiom
the aseaciation to the board

The county has asked for a deed
to g strip of Tand 50 feet wide and
1,000 feet Jong to consiruct a weir
{n afleviale flooding situations in
the mrea -

The commission remniitiee met
with Hie direcfors Wednnsday 1n
iron oyl some of the obhieclions fn

the counly's proposals voiced by
the aszocialion.

Although  Geinhard  desaiibed
the diffmrences as “very minor”
at the meeting, he said {he prob-
lem is “pretty ridicnlows in the
fight of how quickly we must act
because the rainy season is right
on us."”

"We'se been wiiting lelters for
two weelts ahont {his husiness,”
Geruhard said "H's prohably cost
the Laxpayeis $2,000 abready. We
can go on forever like this”

Gernbmd oxplained the Smdh
Gate weir is needed as part of a
major {lmeepard flood program
the couniy can afford until {funds
are available for the two million
doliar comprehensive drainage
program.

Tom Culler, a resident of fhe
South Gate area, protesied the al-
titude of the association directors.

“You talk of only three or four
people on Seclusion Drive gelting
the berelit of {his {lood reliel,”
Culler said. “I've had 36 inches
of waler in my home and even if
this new weir does nol help my
situation, ! would faver it just be-
eause it taighl help a nelghbor
up the slhieet "

Commissioner Johuson Warten
explained {he board is considering
the entire eounty’s needs i en-
couraging the weir's installation
as soon as poessible.

“This has o he a love your
neighbor type of program,” War-
ren noted.

Culler said the people in the
Soulh Gate area have indiealed a
“growing feeling that there are
certain people silting like fat cals
trying to bargain whife their
homes may be endangered.”

Wilson said the main purpose of

the association in insisting en spe-
cific detailed arrangements with
fhe county is to protect the as-
sociation in the future,

“We are merely Jooking out for
lhe best inlerests of the assecia-
tion,” Wilson explained.

Counly commissioners will re-
view the revised proposal Friday
maorning hefore submitting it to
the associatinn, Gernhard said.

Wilson said the association di-
rectors would meet “as quickly
as possible” to consider the vevi-
sions.

- -
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Agreemeni Is nent today in the
solution of lhe Phillippi Creek
‘flood contrel plan at South Gate.

The South Gale Community As-
sociation notified the counly com-
missioners that it will offer a 59-
feot strip along Philiippt Creek and
give a perpeiual easement for
another 25 feot

The asyocintion said it wants fo

make sire the counly will repair
erpsion and flood or equipment
damage within the easenent area.

The associaiion asked that no
speeir] assessmenis for bulkheads
or other improvemenls be charged
except Llhose Iimposed on other
properlies in any district created
by the counly.

* k%

Oiher points requested by Lthe
assoviation inctude that the counly
shall restore the properly fo its
original  econdillon, neo  fulure
ingress and egress will he permit-
led aecross the association property
ot the easement for remeoval of
atluvial deposits above the wair in
the creek, lhe present weir or dam

he rebuilt or replaced and i funds
ate insufficient fo male the old
dam conform to the heighth of the
new weir, The work shall be done
by the end of 1862,

The sassoeciation stipulated that:
materigl dug from the creek be
stockpited on the east side of the
swimming pool pump house as re-
quested by the South Gate Com-
munity Association.

The association requested a time
limit of alx months from the ef-
fective date of the agreement to
complete all work on the easement
properly and on association prop-
erty, .except the work on the old:
dam.

* % %

County Engineer Moseley Colling
and Donald J. Smally of Smally,
Wellford and Natven. the enginecrs
whe studied e flood problem
held several meelings with the as.
sociation to worg out the agree-
ment.

Stanley Wilson, president of the
association, sald in the nolice to
the county that unless the condi-
tions are nccepted by lthe county
withiul major oy significant chang-

| es there s no further need for dis-
ciission,

“The cost of the thinga that the
association ashks is so insignificant
hy eomparison wih its contribu-
lion {o the county that we consid-
et *ie conditions not simply fair
et exiremely generous™ Wilson
concinded

The connly commniissioners are
expectedd {o art on the Ialest pro-
posals from Lhe association as
=oon as Chairman Warien Hender-
s brings the notice to their af-
{ention,




WORK UNDER WAY' ON SLUICEWAY—County workers were busy
Wednesday erecting sluiceway on Tuitle Avenue bebtween the South Gate
Circle and Bee Ridge Road, This feature is designed to help carry water
from the roadway into Phillippi Creek.

Sﬂmh Gate Dam Woﬂs Begun

5 174 e

The much delayed county worlr. hbelonging .to the assacxati{m, eindion “have not been officially sign-

ot the South Gate dam on Phil- i deeded aver for the project,: Assecxahcm President Stanley

liopi Creek got under.way this | Aythough final legal transactions PWIson said he didn't expect any
week ag public works depariment between the county and associa- shags the agreement,

|

'

erews began surveying and stak- - Y0our .Lattumey is studying the
ing out the area near ;the South final apreement and is conferring
Gate recreation center.! with County Aftorrey Richard!

Mole than a moath and a haif Nelson,” Wilson reported. I tully |

expect to gel a report from our

of meetings and letler exchanges
lawyer and sign the apreement |

riween the county andi the South ;

Gale Community Association pre- | 300n. |

ceded (his week's aCt_,lf'm" : The counly engineer has uviged
Jack P House. public warks the seltlemnent of the agreement

administrative assistant lo Coun- a5 quickly as possible in order to |

ly Engineer Mosetey Collins. complete the project before the |

said the work being done 1s pre- flood season hegins

paratory for the $2a,000. weir pro-

ject.

The South Gale dam is part of
a 52 million drainage project [or
the Phillippi basin under the)
‘county’s comprehensive: drainage |
plan. ¢ :




i AT

sod Area

L

\greel: a%@@ﬁ
cheduled

Finzl agreement is expacted in
be completed today on Ahe flesd
coptrol work in the Souih Cae
area of Phillippi Creek. said Stane
iey Wilson, mesident of the ecom-
munity associntion there.

Wilson  toild THR NBWS  hat
surveyors are working lodny lo juy
out the 25 - foot casement along
the creek in Lhe vicinily of e
South Gate Community Center.

The felal work is expected 1o
take ahout six months on {ie
creelk banks to permil gienter
flow of waler and unphig {he -
Heneck that exisis {here now which
has caused water fo hack up dwr-
ing heavy rains.

The present dam in the crenk

~will be made to serve ag weir or

e dam will he foin oul. A weir
is n spillway %o allow water tfo
ruan over st a crmtmllc'd rate.



(UNFEASIBLE’ #|22\e)

Phillippi

Any full-scale flood relief in-
I volving the Phillippt Creek’ at!

" the South Tamiami Trail would:

it

not be economically fedsible. at.

« teport defivered: {0 -the: County:

Commission this morning by J...
E. Greiner Co., consuiting engi-
-oe . that rainfall runoff .is more

meers of Tampa. -
The firm offered seveétal in-

- ferim - alternatives, - however,
and noted that future devélep-
_ment in the area would- make
_the "ultimate ‘plan’ -feasible. -

Limited -eontrol ig.possible by .

county developinént of Phillippi
Bayou eutoffs,. aceording to the
: yeport, If also recommended fol-
' lowing the Swially, Wellford- &
! Nalven propesals for relief up-
stream from the South Trail
mouth of the creek,
A long-range plan involves

“this time, according to.a fimal

Jbuehe

sineer Rejects

Project

new 30-foof bridges and 2
ehange n the channel to elimi-
_nate the present ‘‘dog-leg” near’
" the South Trail Bridge. This U-

bent, -the report statés, Bives:
. high resistance te normal hy-
araulic flow. =

The. Gremer report noled

.. damaging from.a flood ing
. standpoint than slorm tides and
- that - eliminating -the U-bend
. would - not increase lhe peril
_.from storm tides.
There was no action en the
. Greiner reporf since the board
just received it this morning for
Siﬁdy. ¥ .

T

2 BI’W@ES

Phillinpi Creek Fl

Two new bridges of 30 feet in vide: the add!
de:

Iez‘:ght ‘have been recommended tof.of fﬁe?ﬁ?&ﬁ

bridge a proposed cui-throngh of| Thé recomm

shalul
roposed

Phillippl Creek to Phillippi i 3
p. Bayow iright-of- ~ L
to alleviate flood conditions in the wﬁm’?‘g&i
creek, according to a final report- ear&monear 1
| released foday by the engineering{ The.recomn

portad in the

“firm which studied the problem.
. The ‘report from J.E. Gieher
|Company., of Tampa calls ' fory a.
|cuf-thraugh north of the southerns
most bridge on-the .South Trail

over, Pmmpgj;pfgek; SR

" THio/ report-fecomniends ‘s ¢ ¥ en | brid :

‘steps. to’ alleviate tha flooding Con-

-gm;n gatﬁsec! by ‘thia ereek: hottle: 't
eck at the South Trall bridges.”  |engineers:” ¥
The first slep 1a:fo seeugrzsmﬁ ‘%5’1!;321;_0& 3

right-of-way for the changes in the |tha county do;

‘ereek chamnel, ‘the second o pro-fture- meeking:




SLOW DYNAMITE
on Phillippi Creeld in the South Gale section has
nearly been completed hy eounty public works
crews in peparation for construction of a new

Federal assislance to hragin
gindies of the Phiflippi Creek
flond probiem was designaled
for Satasola Counly Wednesday

— Nemoval nf the dam

by lhe Senale Appropiiations
Commillen

Accarding 1o a felegram In
Sarasola  County  Commissipn
Chatrman Wanren  Honderson

the Sonale commilles sel aside
$16.000 for Phiflippi Creek

County Fugineer Moseley (ol

fins said the $86.000 allncation

was prohahly designod [ar an |
ruginerting analygis of (e ex

T |

wier. County Tngincer Moseley Collins said the
drmolition crews provided the “slow dynamite”
veaquesied by Tlonded-ount residents of Oak Shores
asking for the dam’s removal two vears ago,

Phillippi Creek Project Gets $16,000

isling sifualions hy {he US
Corps of Army Fngineets
Cotling said the Senale action
was fe Thist slep in the proco-
e vequiied in griting federal
assistance i fhe  mammoth

[fsod confvel plan foy tHwe G58-
mila fnart linsin

According te an Associaled
Press veport, the Phittippi
Creek allolment was one of fwo
prajects approved at Senalor
Holland's request which weie
nol. in President  Kennedy's
hudget or included in a similar
appiopriations bill passed by
the Hanee

s
et

<



$2—Sarasots Journal Thursday, Septembar 2t, {761

%
o *;{
R
R

4

e
7l

v

DAM REMOVED-—The dam in South Gate on Thillippi Creek, biamed
hy residents of the creek valley as a factor in flooding of the area, has been
nearly demolished by county crews. Ruins of the dam stand where a new
flood control structure will be built, helping to relieve flash flooding of the
creek basin,

16,000 Will
Start Federal
ood Job Here

The Phillinpt Creek walershed
neoject iz oomg In opel o osiart
with 3 SI6.000 tederal appropria-
ton,

An Asencialed Press repart from
Washinglon said thiz was sne al
twa ilems appreved ab {he re-
riest of Senaior Helland of Flor-
ida which were not in President
Kennedv's budget. :

Counly Commission  Chairman ]
Warren Henderson was advised of
the aclion by lelegram. i

Couniy Engincer Moscley Col-
fing said that the flem was a prob-
lem for prelimmary engineering
studies of the big project, which
ailt nltimnlely eost several mil-
Hon daliars,




STUDIES APPROVED

e

Aournal

Only Myakka and Rig Slough
remain of Lhe 13 waler hasing in
this couniy to he made a peim-
anent part of waler management
programs in ihe fulre

By vesnfution, the eounty com.
mission {his mmning adopled to
the waler management, overall
plogram swveys covering 11 of
the hasins, These are the Phillip-
pi Creek Walershed sfudy and the
Sarasola County Coaslal Basins
Floeod Control and Water Manage-
ment Study

In other business this morning
the board:

Made aofficial note of the elec-

ounty

WEeSs

\\\%’\ o |

On Water Jobs

ion of FEarl H. Bauey, Clarence
Maiks and Albert J. Lundwall JTr
lo three-year {etms on the Engle-
wood Waler Distiict,

Approved an $8.523 bid by Wost
Coast Shell Corp on 20-foot pre-
cast span for Harbar Drive

Approved a  special exceplion
covering a golf course in .Venice
Easl Subdivision.

Refeired {o commiliee a rexon-
ing pelition of W. A Blackinan
lo pave the way for a maring al
Blackbuin Point Bridge and al
boat woiks to be operaled hy
John Holmes. who now has a baat
works on the South Tiail near
the Eclipse Plastics plant.



SECTION TWO

AT US41

Agreements for county purchase! areas owned hv Chapman near

of property for a flood relief!
breakthrougn at Phillippt Creek .
and US-41 were completed Thurs-:

day, with County Commissioner:
“outflow for the creek in an area

Bovd Gernharg and couniy engmi-

neering represemtatives stated io:
go io Tallahassee Monday o press: & 5 -
for immediate construction of alighway bridge several hundred

pew 50-foot bridge opemng lhere.:

The ecounty commisswon wit]
purchiase Jand just east of the
highway and ‘ronting on the
creek lrom Henry R, (Danny)
Chapman for 517,500—subject to
eancellation of an existing lease
on the fract and an easement
fromm Chapman permifting the
county to deposit the soil that
will be dug out ior the new
ereek channel on ecreek botiom

the planned cut.

The move represenls the [irst

step 1 creating a new 2-iont -

apening to provide a more direct

where the stream makes a U-hbend
and crosses under a narrower

{eet lo the north.

e from state primary read

funds, another S40.400 irom-
secondary read funds allocated lor
‘yse In Sarasota County, and 520.-

0ng irom the county.
The current DriMary appropri-
atign 15 due 1o expire al the end

‘ot June Gernhard explamed. and
‘the Tallahassee trp will be made

tion o! the new chaanel to relieve

An estumated SI00.408 15 avail--
“ahie tor the work at the present
"time. according to Gernhard 4.

io get the proiect started hefore

that date.

County Engineer Mosetey Col-
iins anrd representatives of twn
engipeering  consuiting  firms —

- Smally. Wellford and Nalven and’

th_e Gremer Company ni Tampa. .
will accompany Gernhard.

The first siage in e consirue- -

the floed bottleneck will he made
wmst north of Montclar Drive, |
Subseauent widemng of the open--
ing will reauire the relocalion of
that read. which serves as access
io ihe adiacent residential sub-
division. and will require the ac-
quiserion ot additional property by
the countv

The f{irsi 30-toot openme will-
lezzen the {londing problem n the .
areas west of the bridge, where

the waters &t Phillippt Creek

fave been neld back during pe-
rtods ot heavy ramtall, The:
stream drains neariv 60 sguare:
miles 11 a rapidly urbamizing area
at the ecountv wrere new subdive
«on developments have been re-
stricted by the eouniv commis-
sson pending {lood reliel work.
Engmeering consuitant Robert |
Nalven has estimated that (he-
Jdrst new bridge opening at {he
dghway  will recduce the flood.
wzard at that point hy “'more
‘han 25 per cent.” ;
Details of the land purchase
were discussed Thursday by
Gernhard. Chapman. Commis-
sioner  Johnson Warren., and
Richard Nelsen. atlorney te the E
bhoard of commissioners,

Planned by the couniy, but not
specifically 1ncluded in the pur-
chase agreement, 35 the filling of
a small area of the creek Just
north of the nreperty being ac-
quired from Chapman,

That property 15 owned hy
Chapman and leased for a ma-
rina. Also planned 15 the deposit
of [ill along the south shore of
the creek. east of the highway
and adjacent to Montclair Drive. ;
abutting property also owned hy
Chapman.

The Chapman {and al U'S-4{ has
heen appraised by ihe county at
519,608 — 52,186 more than the
arice bemg paid.




o

Wednesday, June 6, 1962—13

SECTION TWO

ALSO VENICE BID

By BOR WATT

A holly contesled vezoming re-
fuest te permui high rise apart-
mentiz on an undeveipped fract
acvoss Phillippr Creek from &
Snuth Gale resideniial area was
veierred (o lwn cominitiees of the
Oty Cammission afler a public
hearing Tuesday afliernonn,

Alen dAefereed for slndy by (he
fuft flve-map conmmission was
p eanbraversial veguensl, Pelition
A, inr redesigaatinn Adong the
ronie of {he projeefed nbawd
waierway,

The hoard Beard 13 pleas for
yone thanges during a session
that jasted more than four hours,
with a hearing deferred uniit lo-
day on one additional petilion at
Spring Lakes subdivision,

Streng neighboriiood opposition
was expressed to the propesal for
an apartment project on portions
ol s trianguiar iract bordered by
Bee Ridpe Road, Tullle Avenue
and Phillippt Creek. The pelilion,
requested by owner Floyd Jolin-
son, was supporied by allerney
George Dielz and  developer
Sandy Rocke, who suggesled 2
modilication of the original pro-
pnsal lo offsel oblections for the
R-i residentiat owners acress the
creck by halding {he tract’s creek
frontage in s present R-2 cale-
gory.

Iielz first sucpested {hei the
remamnder of [he triangle, except
for a small residenlial area of
four Inis near Ree Ridge Road,
should bhe designated for C-IA
commereal uses, Rocke taier m-
dicated {hini R-3, which would also
permil multiple residences, would
he acceptable for the center of
the fraet. with commereial strips
along the road fronlage and a
single row of singleresidence
Iois afong the creek right-ob-way.

Allhengh an ariist’s concepiion
af a proposed commercial and
apartment complex showed build-
ings of approximately five stories,
Rocke said that the project could
be accomplished with struclurzs
rising only three stories high.

A Boulh Gate residenl, W. G,
sichindler, sald that the archi-
teel's skelch would be “in har-
maony with Skid Row'" ralher than
with the presenlly developed sur-
rounding areas.

Carl King, a resident of the
gubdiviston and a representalive
of the firm {hat originaily de-
weloped i, said ihai 708I0g for
the frinngular area should now
be governed by the improve-
mienis thal have bees made in the
adjoming areas.  He alsn ealled
altentian in the lack af specific
planming  suhmitled by the pra-
panenis ol the zoning change and
rining Ihat “zonmg prior lp plan-
ming 15 ol of order.’”

Cross-guestioned by Haigh,
King agreed {hat he had said,
aller an earlier hearing on the

pefition hetore the planning com-
missian, thal a residentinl huffer
sirip along the ereek bank would
answer many of lhe Sounth Gate
ohjpciions,

When HMaigh painied out that
ihis eompromise had heen ol-
fered, hy the peildioners, King
repeafed his opmion thal {he
eottidy rommissinners were he-
ing asked lo {ake over fhe de.
veloper's funcliong in planning
for the iract and {hat definite
plans shoyuld he submilied by
the pefitioner.

Because the sile borders an
area where a widened righi-of-
way for the creek will be need-
ed fo meet the county’s compre-
hensive drainage plan, the re-
rone petilien was relerred (o
both the public works and zon-
g coirimitlees for sludy.

Referved to the beard as a
commiliee-of-the-whole was Pe-
tition 300, covermng all land soulh
ol the Venice airporl io the head
of Lemon Bay, belween lhe Soulh
Venice subdivision and the Gulf
of Mexicn.

The petition was initiatea by
ihe planming comymission, at the
suggestion of the jmnt Cily of
Vemee-Counly ol Sarasola zomng
atlvisory commiliee. requesting
thal all praperty in the area now
zoned A-F and A-3 sheuid be
changed o R-2, R-2R and R-3.

Finmn Caspersen, head of the
rdvisory cominitlee and hrother
of the owner of most of the prop-
erly, said {hat the proposal was
mada lo meet lhe desire of the
City of Venice to have the county
eliminale all agrieulturally zoned
areas adjoining the mumcrpatity
because of the undesirable uvses
permilled m such zones,

Caspersen said that the com-
mitiee had, at his sugpestion,
sought the R-2 and R-2B classi-

fication for part of the 0. W.

Caspersen holdings.

e said that there have beeon
whai one pianmng commussioner
called suggestions of “‘collusion”
between the Cas)ersens and the
planamg commission and {hat,
vather than ‘“lean over back-
wards,” he wishe¢ {p change lhe
request and have ail the Caspersen
properly rezoned 1o R-3 which
permits motel-hotel develnpments,

Caspersen  sfaled thal {here
had been e particular o
jeclion” fo  {he ariginal A
zoning  established 0 1857, Iie
expimined that ne developinent
planning had been possible un.
tit it was known  jusi wihet
rouie woild he prapesed for

fhe mland waterway, that he
nad not known exactly where it
would he romted until a eon.
demuation suit was filed recent.
i¥, and that a pre-develapment
survey lor the area is now
heing prepared,

Appravat of Pelitien 300 was re-
commended s the couniv com-
misston by a split vole of the
planmng  bhoard, with Commis-
sten John Mikes and Lynn Morey
dissenling,

Approved by the eonmymissioners,
affer hearmgs were closed, were
a change from M-t ie M-2 af Pai-
mer Farms, C1A for properiy
along US4} south of Venice
hetween Tulip and Shamrock
Drive, zoning for a proposed
garden apartment development on
Fruitvile Read, eommercial
zoning reguested by L. F. Garden-
er at Nokomis, commercial
desigpation for US-11 lois ai Os-
prey Park, and a zoning change
for a mobilahome™ subdivision
north of DeSolo Road.

Denied was ope petition, inii-
ated hy the ploanning commission, -
to rezone property near US4 and
Center Road, near Venice Gardens
--Action was also delayed, pending
committee sfudv, on commereial
rezonings requested on Bee Ridge
Rend near Melntosh and on US-41
near Osprey.

Partially approved was another
pelition, initiated by the planming
hoard, al Park Boulevard in Ven-
ice. where part of the requested
area was changed to R-1A and
the halance to R-1

Referred 1o a commitiee of the
whple commmssion was the zoning
change south of lhe Venice air-
port, i an area where the inland
walerway is expected to be
routed. |

Granted was a special excep-
ton for a church near Ashton and
Swift Roads.
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Stale Ruad Boamd Member Wi
ren Casun sald Monday alleinovos
lig would altempt to find as mach
prinvary road fund namey &5 -
sunable o help finance the neges-
say cub-lhiough al Phiflipp Crecl
and U8 [ aveeding o County
Commissioney Boyd R Geinitaed

The commissivser und othed
commissionns went  lo Tampa
Monday  arleinoon for oa eanler-

cence with Casen

* Kk %
Cierplind  said Casun, in ithe

medniinie. sid he would go ahead
and have the pecessuvy bridge de-
sign plans preputed on (e priodily

funds ate avaibanle
no Twoldup due Lo

HE
lhere wili
plans.
The connmiissiongd  was  acepni-
panied by Donuld Smally of the
counly consulling engineering fitm

A0 whien
he

ol Smatky, Welllmd and Nalven
and Commigsione s Jolnon Wian-
rten. and Waticn Headersen

* Kk Kk
Eslimated cosl of a S0-fosl wide

cul-tnough of  BFhillippi Cr eek
aelues the Lighway iy $i27.000. ac-
cording te the BRD figulces

The ultimate pln Tur ua 200-leut
wide cub-thiough woeuld cost §227.-
b and s loe costly al Lhis tme,
aceording to counl, oticials

* kK

The eulthrougly of Lhe highway
al the ereek iy lo velicve lise buol-
tleneck of water caused by the 5
tutn in th eieek hed abl thal point,
acvelding to lhe eagincers

Geinhard  sudd  the  conterenoe

with Cusun wis a el one dwring
whichh lime Cason oullined the
S1U1) pesition

The oviginal fvsncing split be-
twuenr Lhe counly and the state for
the bighway cul-through and bridg-
es pives the county «lese Lo $106,-
GO as its share of the lofal, wilh
aboul §30.000 from Lhe slale pii-
nialy Junds.

shoulld the vui-through be made
there will have Lo be lwo 56-[ootl
bridges cunstiucled o spun Lhe
new  channell,

%




Sarasota’s Flood Control District

Will Be Largest In Urbanized Area

The proposed fland conirol dis-
trict for Phillippi Creek and four
other water basins surrounding it
will cover 75 square miles and

about 75 per cent of the popula-
tion of Sarasotn Counly according
to ecounty engineers.

The dislrict as planned will ex-
tend about 10 miles inland from
Sarasola Bay and include Maihe-
ny Creel, Biligraw Bayou, Holi
day Bayou and Clower Creek

It will he one of the largest fully
urbanlzed flood distriets in Flori-
da when and i it Is completed

The houndary lines as drawn on
the preltminary map of the dis-
triet are tentative and can he
changed in the flnal form, said
Donaid Smally, engineer with
Smally, Wellford and Nalven,
vounty consuiting engineers.

The district ag outlined in pre-
liminaty maps would begin at the
Manatee - Sarasota County lne,
extend soulh along the bay to
Whitaker Bayou, cut inland

around downlown Sarasola, Jog
oul fo the hay alt Hudson Bayou
and inland again along 1J.5. 41 fo
The Slickney Point area

1t would go east as far as Dika
Road and the Fruitville celery
fields.

Primazlly the dlstrict encom-.
passes the Phillippi Creel section
and its smaller subsidiary basins,
like Eligraw, Hudson and Whit.
aker Bayou.

The plan developed by Smally,
Wellford and Nalven involves co-
operation from the city of Sara-
sota.

The district can be created by
a resoiution of ihe county com-
missioners under a speclal act for
Sarasota County

Any tax or hond financing plan
would have to be approved by tha
prope:ty owners in a referendum.




BY DEVELOPER

By JEANNE MARSHALL

A formal stop order was 1ssued |
hy Sarasola County Commussion-:
ers Thursday te halt filling of!
Phillipp Creek by Phillippr Gar.
dens developer Reid Farreil.

Comnmissioners toid Farrell the
aclion was for his protection as
vell ag for the county.

County Atty. Richard E. Neison
wdvised the board sitting as the
sarasota County Water and Navi-
zation Control Auntbority fo issue
.he stop order until the facts
sould be fully researched.

Farrell argued Thursday
morning he operated in good
failh when he contracted for the
filling work afler the county
approved a plat for the sub-
division’s eighth unit in June,

The developer said the filling
work had been Hmited strietly to
the confines of the recerded plat
and did not restrict the flow of
Phillipps Creek.

Residenis in the area com-
plained to county officials Lhati
the filling was ilegal and inter-!
fered with the creek's flow. |

Although Fartell said he was ]
not 1ssued a stop order by County
Engineer Chuck Mergan Wednes-
day ag reported by Commisswoner

" Boyd Gershard, Gernhard said he

; personaliy overheard a telephone
eall Wednescay when Morgan ad-

. yised Farrell to stop work until
the county attormey could e con-
suifed.

Nelson told the WNCA mem-
bers Thursday he could iell
them what the law relating to
dredging and filling was ‘‘hut
not what the facts are since the
facis keep expanding.”

The attorney explained if the
developer did not have a dredge
end Hil permif his first impres-
sion was that he was wviolating
county tegulations by filling in
- Phillippt Creek.

“He i3 charged with knowiedge
of the Water and Navigation Con-

: irol Authority law,” Nelsen said.

Neison said when Farrell sub-

! mitted the subdivision piat for

f appraval fmmer County Engineer

Moseley Colling was aware a per-
mit was required.

WNCA Chairman James Spanos
explained the stop order was :s-
sueg m a “'friendly manner” ope-
cause the work was not done
maliciously.

“Qur only position is for this
board ito issue a step order,”
Spanos said. “If we're wrong,
we're wrong.”

ir
st
ir

v e b gy

Spanes said the WNCA sheald
establish a bulkhead line all
along Phillippl Creek and Com-
missioner Fred Halgh asked
that {he autherity meel for the

specific purpase of eslablishing
a bulkhead line along the sea-
wall line from fthe bay to fha
head of Phillippi Creek at Qak
Shores,

Farrell pointed out io commis-

sioners he has already given 1,000
feet of right-ni-way io the county
for the widening of Phillippl
Crezk. He said he was aiso ready
to dredge the creek at his own
expense 1n fron{ of his praperty
and not wait for county or federal
funds,

No formal acfion was t{aken
bevond the stop order until
authority members resesrch the
matter,




ASOTA NEWS

Thursday, November 15, 1962
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Agreement wa.s re:mhed today in
the controversy between tha coun-
fy and a private land developer
over {filling In the Phillippl Gar-
dens section oh Phillippi Cresk.

Reld D, Fartell, president of the
Phillippl  Cresk  Homes, Inc.
agreed to allowing approximately
2,400 cuble yards of dizt to be re-
moved from the deve}opment prop-
erty,

This will in_ effect wlden the
creek at that point. The county

illip

will pay an estimated $600 tor ﬂ:a
wark,

County Engineer Charles O
Morgan said the agreement would
be of bensflt to the tounty.

He suggested that Farrell do
the work with equlpment atraaﬁy
in the area.

Pormit Needod ‘

The work is contingent on Far.
refl getting & dredge and ﬂll per-
mit,’ ‘

Farrell hecame invelvad in the

controversy -wheh some creek
front properly. owners objected to
filling at Amerlca Drive and Phil
fippt Creek. The filling was done
by Farrelli's company to straighten
out & meandering creek line,
Objections were based on the
grounds the fiil would restrict the

“lwater flow and aggravate Hood-

conditions upatre&m from Phik

Hppt Gardens.

Nalven, county consultihy engle
neers, wrote the county commis.
sloners pointing out the danpers of
lack of control gver Hiling in the
creek.

The enginerz sald, '""The county
must maintain complete control
over it8 drainage-ways in order to
avold accumulation over the pass-

dng years of a legacy of problama

‘prohibitively costly of solution.'™

“Thig control should be exercis-
ed over all fﬂling. allgnment and
re-alignment,’ bulkheading, struc-
fured mnd al brelated aspeata " f.ha
temdnoers sald.

with the present progiem of cresk
Improvements and ahmﬂd procesd

Z i

Mounwhile, Smaily, Welford a.nd )

The enpineers said the 'thlppl-
Giardens flllin was “out of phase"’

on}y mﬁter the acqulswun‘ of, right

of way, on_the oppasite side i the
creek, at the same . time as re.
re-alignment and widem.ing n& tha
oreek : to- 800 - fast, -

et e e,

s
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Waterway Dredging Reaches

Dredping of the Inlracoastal

Waterway has now reached the
srea just north of Clower Creek
north of the Vamo seetion, Sara-
sota County Recrealien Director
Bud Davis said Wednesday.
Davis, who was assigned by the
county commission to keep track

of the dredging progress, said the
overall schedule through the coun-
ty is a “liltle bit behind.”

He explained dredges had rup
info some unexpected rock areas,
particularly around the Bird Key
spoil islandy in Midnight Pass.

Dredging is expected o be slow-

Phillippi Creel Hearing

Agenda Is Being Drawn

Representatives of civic aund
conumunity associstions In the
Phillippl Creek walershed have
been asked to aliend lhe Nov. 30
public hearing on Phillippl Creek
fleoding. ’

Counly consulting engineers and
counly commissioners  mapped
out the agenda for the meeling
Wednesday morning

Persons wanting on the agenda
have been asked to eontact Com-
missioner Warren Henderson or
adminisirative assistant Arthur
Rasmussen at couniy offices hy
Monday. '

The hearing hag been called by

for 10 am. Nov. 30 at Lido Ca-
sing,

District engineer Col. J.V. Sol-
lohub of Jacksonville will preside
at the heaiing,

Congressman James Haley,
Stats Reps. John Hasson and Rus-
sell Jordan and Slale Sen. Ed
Price have been invited. °

Dala received at the hearing by
the Army engineers will be used

in presenting an engineer's re-

port for the federal govermment
seeking federal fundy for the flood
comtrol project.

HERALD-TRIEUNE ADS
BRING RESULTS

Area North Of Clower Creek

er south through the Stickeey
Point section becauss of rocks,
Davis said.

A spoil deposil on Siesla Key
near the county beach has now
reached a height of eight feet,
acording to the recreation direc-
{or. :

Davis said the area had been
divided inte two spoil areas fo
include properly west of Midnight
Pass Road on the beach but the
dredging contracior had limited
the deposits to the portion east
of the road.

Davis said the county had npth-
ing to do with the height of the
spoil banks except by direct con-
tract with the dredger for spoil
areas on county property.

“They cam go as high as they
want {o if there is no height limi-
tation in the contract,” Davis ex-
plained. "'I{ was either some of
these heights or spoil islands.”

Davis said it was up Lo the In-
dividual properly owners to dis-
tribute excess spoil deposiled on
their land. A great poriion of the
spoil is valuable for sale ag fill
material.

Davis sald the dredgers are co-
operating with requests to keep
damage and noise to & minimum.

ST R T T )



Hearmg é'ét"

am ume and. wmmty asso-
ciations within the Phillippl Creek,
watershed. were. asked. today ' to.
have. W‘t&ﬁm at & public
hearing Nov.. 30 io. revmw the flood

pm‘bimn in the.. 841‘&9» :

.Sarasota County: Commassmners
met this morning with the county |
engineer and Smally, Wellford and
Nalven to prepare an m‘gamzec{
agends-for the hearing.

‘The U. 5. Corps of Engineers will
conduct the hesring’ at the-Lido,
Beach Casino begimming at 10 a.um.

The puilders exchange, bankers,’
Hght industry cotmeil, eity of Sara-,
sota, & ‘chamber of commerce, |
state legislators amd congressmen
will be invited to attend.

The Oazk Shores Clvie Associa-|
Hon and the Sowth Gate Commum-
ity Association have indlca.bed ‘i:hey |

: ' con-
ducted according to 'the" rules of
the U.S; Corps of. Engineers with
Col.” F!'V,. SoHohub, district’ engi-
neer: trom:'Jacksonville; presiding:.
Time will be alloted o the agen-
da for representatives to show the
benetits expected: fram. flood con-
trols. . ' ‘
County Commissioner ~ Fred |
Haigh said statements should show
“positive benefits” so the enginéers |.
may have soma 1&68. ‘of tha cost :
bemefit ratio.. 7.
. There will b 2 Mstory of ‘Pnl.
Uppi Greek floods given by Smally,
Wellford, end Nalven, © L%
Charts’ and maps i, -:.‘septct he ;

The. m séa,temmt oft«’ﬂe i
county- will be given- b.*ri.@mm :

a.nds‘mﬁe Raps Russe]l Jordan o
andJchnHassm mmmﬂ'f

" No decision; is jexpected: at the
'hea:rfng‘, hwt &g,m,wﬂected _wi]l ba
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e PHILLIPPI FLOOD BASIN — Sarasota’s mest inf{luential and most signif-

icant intand body of water, the Phillippi Creek, holds the key to the arca's pro-
posed big flond control hasin. A $3.5 million bond issue has been recommended
to alleviate future flooding alng the hanks of the creek. The biggest share is
for improvements on the Phiilippi: $2.114.000. That {igure is for excavation.
stroetures and buikbeads and rights-of-way — out of a total estimated cost of
82,903,000 for seven flood basins. Engineerlng, and legal fees, [inancing and

Brid‘}ﬁ To 8¢ _ _

contingencies, make up {he difference. It has been proposed that a sel{-taxing
[lond control district be set up to finance the project with the sale of 20-year
honds. The map above shows the route of the ¢reck and proposed improvements
{o hetter facilitaie the flow of flood walers. The other basins are: Whitaker
Bavou, Hudsen Bayeu, Matheny Creek, Elligraw Bavou, Hoeliday Bayou and

Clower Creek.




Cmm’ty Acts To, DredgeiPhllhEcp

] 'Azrmd reports of ° rssmg watex

The ‘coun connis!ﬂners at

in Sarasota County, the counlyitheir morning meehmg in. the
goverring body today took action cmt{thuuge vq_t_ed’to give .approv-
io prepare for dredging & portion[al to a ‘plan to dredge and fill

¥ Phillippf Creels, -

matde by Phillippi Homes Ine.

{block to water: flow, accordmg'
- |engineers, - - i

63
Commissiotier I‘red - Halgh .

moved that a resolution be pres
pared favoring the . proposal-

the creek which has acted as a -

The action was taken by the.
counby commissieners'. sitling * ag
the county water | ami nawgalfmn :
oonf.rol allt‘hormy.

" Heavy ramfalfs sinee rnidmghi'
caused a rise in Phillippi -water.:
tevels -during the ‘morning hours
today.- A .close watch: was . heing
kept on the water level byirem
dents® and -the. county, -

Henry R. Ohapman a creek )
area propery ‘owner’ belqw {H
place to be dredged; said he fae
vored the work because it wm:ld'

ohy

Tippt ‘Hotnes .
torney, Jal'na; Drmnon
od the plan.:"

Farrell said - the wurk f
vliminate a_ back - swix*hng ace !
tion which has existed near’ the -
development south of Bee Ridge °
130ad.; He ‘sald the creek is 18 0o -
1% feet .wide at”its’ _narrow
point in - this section, i

Chapman - sald_he- ‘hag lived 1
{he creek a long time and he said -
nlthough he imMmediste: effect”
may be-to rdleass ‘water ‘in ihe..
long yun 3t would be an’nssel;

Hobert ‘Power, - another . creek,-._,.:,
front property owner, -gaig ‘I -
pan ses another . flood coming” i
as he pointed out the: wmdnw o
the falting rajn.

FesHe Millen, chalmman of Ela

citizens Hload ootmitios
which rmmm " action : &
(Continued on page 5

[P
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190 Foot Phillippi Cr eek o
Opmmg Sought By Coum;y

© By JEANNE MARSHALL

Hopes to widen Phillippi Creek
to an ullimate 190-foot channe! at
the US-41 hottleneck if primary
and secondary road funds can be
tsed from the county's sharae of
ghsoline taxes were expresqe&
Thursday by county cumm:sqmn-
ers.

Engineering studies from the
Slate Hoad Depariment estimate
the cost at $250,000.

- Commissioners expressed cau-
tious enthusiasrn over the cut-
through proposals from the SED,
pmntmg out financing would be
a major factor Jn determining
how wide an opening could be
prov:ded

*County Enginear Chuck Morgan
told the board there was a pos-
slbility primary funds would be
avajlzble but the road depart-
ment had made no definite com-
milments.

¢'The whole thing hinges on
what the county can afferd to do
based on the legality of the use
of primary and secondary funds,”
the engineer explained
“Ceunty Atforney Fichard Nel

san also pumted out widening the
creek to a 190-foot channel would
call for acquisition of additional
right-of-way at the highway
bottlerack.

He said the pending condemna-
tion suit at the cub-through in-
volving property owned hy Henry
{Damnny) Chapman has been held
up several months wailing for
plans and gpecifications on the
projeet from the road depart-
ment.

The atterney indicated adding
additiongl condemnation or
amending the suit would slow
down the current condemnation
suit, peinting out the project
would also be delayed if the SRD
wera asked to process another
suit,

Nelson and Morgan said they
had nef heen able {0 confer with
SRD officialy yet on the Jegality
of using primary and secondary
funds for the project

Commissioner Jobnson Warren
said latest figureg from the coun-
ty land agent sel an appraisal of
$25,000 on the balance of the prop-
orfy #t tha hottleneck tn widen

the creck to a 200-foot opening.

The county negotiated unsue-
cessfuily a yedr with Mr. and
Mrs. Leon Novak to purchase
right-of-way,

Board wembers learned from
Leslia Miller, chairman of a elti-
zens flood district committes ap-
pointed by the commission to de-
velop flood - control plans, that
Miller and Commissioner L. L.
Parker have an appointiment Sun.
day with the Novakg to dizcuss
burchase of the property,

Nelson warned the commission
and Miller the retired aviator’s
agsistance In the matlter was
“welcome but not hinding on the
county commission.”

“If he undertakes to assist the
cnunty he does so at his own
risk,” Nelson said,

Miller said he was Invited to
meet with the property vwners by
Parker and understood only Patrk-
er wouid be there 1n an official
capacity, |

The hoard agreed the calmty
engineer should be included in the
delegation to meet with the No-|-
vaks

= ad S




Flood Umnit
Maps Plans’

MANATEE COUNTY '

Ry JEANNE MARSHALL
T (0 25 D A AT T A ey D i W 4T I N TR

Aembers of the vilizens finod " : 5 SARASOTAGOUNTY

contrnl commitiee appoinied b
the Smasola Uounty Comnussion
1o study floed prezram propesals
mel  Thursday o prepaie  jor
iy & publie heacin on the
wisal  Phillippt Vreex Flond
C-miral Dstrict

Tho commgtles senerally soieed
g ailing job’ owauid be needed
In vomvines Treehelders in the v o-
posedd district ihey should tote w
favay of the district and a distiet
tax levy (op flood rediel

Thre 38 -squitre - mile  Thillinps
hagin ins heen designnted by rie
cohnly commigsion @5 1he s om
several disinels for seH-laximg
Clowed veniol prozams

nmineering cstimales place the
ensl ol carreeling droinage in the
Phillippt hasin 2t 525 miltion to
he finasced pa A 2-vear sishict
bund issue basts

Major work propused unendes
wigteaing  Phillippt ©eek  trom
Oak Shores and ihe Iniracoastal
Waterway with a channel width of .
200 feet maintained to USS1. Con-
crete seawalls wonid be instalied’
to buikhead the chiannel

Steering commitee membes
Thursday aereed to wait o bemn
a vampaisn 16 seek support of the
project until after Tuesday’y pub.
fic hearing

*Certmnly an informed public
is migre apt to suppmi the hond
1ssue " Reliand Wing told ather
members of the committee !
“Since the county commisston 15|
nol iy ihe busingss of promoting |
its swa bond issue I leel our naly
ciwicg is to 2o inte Tuesday's.i
mueehing and fuily =apport this dis-
tritt We have to have a Crusade
le cnjighten the pubiic

He pointed oul repeatetd Hund-
ine 15 Himiting the growth of the

NEWBURN RD.

DIKE RD.

ar

Tither we selve ang dhainaze
preofrms e crowth will come 1w
a shnpding hail © King noled
Lesiie  Mitler. co-chairman o
the sleering commitice =aid the
{(Continued on Page I, Col. &) |




Herald-Tribuna Staff Photo—Torringon

PHILLIPPI CREEK BRIDGE — This aerial photograph shows US-41 look-

. The wing of the plane

14

ing south from the double bridges at Phillippi Cree
appears in the upper right section of the picture.
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| %Washinétoﬁ' Gets F Eoéd Control Report—

< $7.8 Mill

By PAUL HOGAN

sacking

conditions which could be im- tain and construct lateral drain-
proved ecenomically by & pian. ape facilities that are necessary
which inmcludes improving 313 to rteslize the  benefit made
miles of ecreek and ributary svailable B (e improvements
channels. seven waier level and 1o the creek the reoport noted
erosion-control strugwires. inlel  The local governmoent muré
structures for Jateral drains alse previde the rights-of-wsy
leadizng 1o the treek and modi-: for the project ané assume the
fication of 18 bridges ” the re- coste of re-construciing or re-
port continued {lovating all highwey brigges in
“Benefits from flood conirol ~ veived

increased land use and im-  Tax Distriet Considered

proved Teerealional - boatng y . geroials wha have kept
would average about S475200, o 00T hniam during  the
annually. and the ecost ol CON"C e orps” study said that the plans

siruction and  maintenance [ Y )
L ollow clesely those designed
would average about $370 100 ! caaned

Loeal interests. in ihe form
Tribune Staff Writer of a taxing distriet or the coun-

SARASOTA — A report that'ty commission itself would be
pould result in a  S7 8534 Bpgiasked to supply an estimated
flopd control praject on Sara-153-263200 for the project as
olz Counlys Phillippi Creek ' outlined by the corps
has peen sent (o Washington for: Discussion Scheduled
approval by the US  Army. Receiving the initial report
Corps of Engineers pyesterdad . gounty commission-
The progiam cutlined by melers_e]uulcd to se!l a discussion
Jacksonvilie district  office ngcn”it for 11 am Tiursday "
the corps and approved in ihe! The rt_.‘porl' is i.'wqrabl_c. the
Atlastz division office wouldi€0rps said simply in its an-
mean federal participation’ nouncement on the s{udy of the
reaching $4 595 600 for woik on!Creek that in September 1962,
the oft-flonded creek iflonded some 500 {amilies out of

The report Is now before the!hel homes
board of engineers for vivers' Fhillippl Creek has flooded
and ha:rbors in Washington. for:urban and agricultural property
final consideration jon four occasions in the past
Keeps Clase Watch sty years causing  exiensive

damages,” the report saig
Congressman James A Haley! T p

of Sarasola kept a close waieh| Play Restricted

on the study and 1eporled to;  “Shoaling of the ereek chane

logal authorities last week thatinel is restricting recreational

It would be releazed this week inmigation Land drainape ang
Tie program outlined by the the conscrvation of runcfi arc

carps is considerably larger inibeing practiced for agriculivial

seope Lhan the 825 milion job!beneiit and jfor the prevention

annually resuiling in & cost o
benefit ratio of 1 to 137 the
corps said

1.weal Part

¥ the project were to b
adopted ar a federal project
some local agency would be re-
quired o post 27 per ceni of
the comragy pricec now  esii
mated 1o be an amount of
51165500 hefore work begins

for a flood control proicct here

The scope of the federal plan
{ is larger. however they add

County commissioners  have
| been comsidering for soms lime
creation of & laxing distnie! in
the &0-square mile Phillippi
‘Creek basin 1o [mance such i
“proiect

The corps repor: must be ap.
proved bn it Washinginn head-
vquartars then be adopted by
~Congzress &+ a federal proiect

planned bere by local engineers [of salt water intrusion from the THE FLOODS MAY STOT-—Sarasota’s Phillippi Creck. here pictured as it flooded the Bee _’ﬂid{.’,(‘_‘ Bridge The lnea? agenty "_"”“]‘f: a!f‘“:;m(i tiher recomve s federal anp-
altheush tieir planning was ad-{Gull of Mexieo during @ heavy rain peried. may mo longer be a high water menace if an Army Corps of Engineers repori have to supervise and maimain propriation from Concress be-
mittedh for a phased eperation. i “The reporting officers find  which was sent to Washinglon teday is approved and control measures taken. the finished facility and main- fore money can be spen: here
" 13




DUAL PERSONALITY-—
Phillippt ’ Creek. like some
people, has a dual persenality.
It can be peacefui, as shown
in accompanying photos, or
dangerous, with high water
ant foeeding. Tranguilily pie-
tured is deeeitful, tos, for the
movement of the water is sjow
and a heavy cover of algae
has fermed. Top photo Shows
the foend gates which some
property owners have asked
the county ip remove so that
algae will wash out. Engineers
elann that {ke creek laeks
pressure to flush out the un-
wanted algae. Photo at right
shows the ereek with heavy,
green aigae formmng a floor
across the body of water.
County officials asre seeking
ways to solve the preblem for
reasons of weed and mosquito
control,




DESPITE MRS. MEADES OBJECTION

S/53 5

Phillippi Control Referendum Set Nov.

By BILL FRITTS I
Retusing to be dissuaded by,

porting the pregram lo the ex-|fusion fo the normal conlusion
tent of one mill in any year inlithat exists in a presidential

wrauments of the supervisor of | which a deficit might ncewr inlelection. I think the average

registration.  Sarasotz  Coumy | the district
cemmissioners Thursday veted Mrs. Meade Opposes
nanimously lo hoid the Phil-| aps Virginia H.  Meade,

lippi Creek flood control refer-fsunervisor of registration. ep-
endum on the Nov. 3 general ‘ppsed the tiein of the referen-
election date. 'dum with the Nov. 3 election
The project. lechnically called : principally on the grounds that
the Sarasota Couniy Flood Con-'it would cause confusion and
irol Project No. 1, has a price}de)ay. especialiy with the paper
rag of some 58 million, of which |ballots that are proposed since
the county will pay $1.5 million. |Et is physically impossible to get
However, according te a fi-|the question en the regular ma-
nancing plan devised by Barcus, | chine batlot
windred & Co. of Chicago. a| *T am not against the drain-
Phillippi Creek benefit 1ax dis- Jage program.” Mrs. Meade
frict would be created which isaid T would he willing to pay
would bear ail the local cost, a tax Bul I believe having ihe
with the county as a whele sup-ipaper ballot will just add con-

vater will et so annoyed and so
confused that he will say, ‘Just
let me get inte the machine and
cast my vote and get out”

She added:

“We must think of the indivi-
dual. This is a nightmare that
1 don't want {o pass oi to him.
My concern is the voter, gel-
ting him in and ouf of the poll.
1 don't want any part of any
more confusion in the general
election than we already have. I
just personally don't hink it's
the right thing to de with the
general election.

"“The only thing I'm againsi!tion, he added. was “a sort of |
iticns and the number of ma-

ig the date”

Commissioner Masel Huston
replied that the fleed control
program “is the most imporiant
project Sarasota County has
been faced with in ils history,”
and that everything that clected
officials could do to bring it inlo
ireality should be done

He termed il the st major
slep in a county-wide drainage
program--"‘which we've got lo
have i we're going lo keep
growing."

Commissioner Boyd Gernhard
said he agreed with Huston, that
“{his is the most vital thing that
{has ever happened to Sarasota
!County " And the present situa-

inow or never siluation ™

mended Monday by a Iood con-

{rol steering commitles be-
cause of ils voter drawing
power, being a presidential elec-
tign, and because of the require-
ments of the law. More than 50
per cent of lhe registered free.
“holders in the county must voie
son the one-mili endorsement in
order for it to be legat.

41,000 Registered

Gernhard nofed that in hos-
pital and sciicol board elections
it was possible to get out the re-
quired percentage of voters, hut
he seriousiy doubted that it
would be for a flood contred pro-
i ject
In speaking of voter registra-

iwas brought out that registra-

tions may well reach 41,000 for
the Nev. 1 election, which is
ahout a 20 per cent increase|
over 1960 ;
But 40 voting machines have .
‘heen added since 1960. making .
'a total of 93. which is a more;
ithan 63 per cent increase i

These ratios. Gernhar
thoughl, ought to favor less con-
fusien than in 1560, even with
the paper ballet.

Mrs. Carl Warner addressed
the board, saying she had work-
ed with large classes of instruc-
tion and workshops and feit that
it would be possible to organize
the polis in such a way as 1o}
minimize voler confusion She |

The Nov. 3 date was recom-ichines fhe county now has, it {recommended that the voter zo

throuph the voting machine first
and then obtain a paper hallat
on the flood project.

She said she'd be willing “lo
give up a day’s pay’” {e work at
the polls.

One speciatar rose to say that
he {hought the commissieners
“were bealing a dead horse,”
that ail of the lalk was useless
since the project would be re-
jected by the voters anyway.

Commitiee Criticized

He criticized the composition
of lhe flood control steering
commitiee, saying it had no rep-
resepdative of the working man,
or of retired peaple or the aver-
age citizen

“Why shouldn't it be for it?"
he said.

He contended that people
would vote apainst the drainage
project because it would tend to
raise {axes, and that it was only
one of a mumher of districts
planned for the future. The tax-
payer, he said, could see nothing
tin all this except more taxes.

Chairman L. L. Pasker sug-
gested it might be hetter io hold
a special election a week or 10
days afler “the Nov. 3 election,
expressing concern at “aver-
Inading” the voter which would
lend to drive him away,

“I've seen these people stand-
ing in line and they get Hred of
it and say to heck with it and
walk away,” he said.

On the motion to set the date
for Nov. 3, however, he voted
for it
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Proposed Enlarging, Deepenmg

Of Phillippi Creek ‘F easib le’

A Sarasuta engineer sald |

Tuesday that, from an engineer-
Ing viewpoint, the proposed cur-
rent solutlon to Phillippl Creek's ; |
flood problem iz the most feas-
ible one.

Donald  Smally, cf Smally-
Wellford and Naiven consulting
engineers, -explained the flood
problem — and proposed solu-

tion — to members of the South

Gate Community -Association,
and answered questlons from
the audience on the project.
After studying thaJlood situ-
gtlon, first apparent®in 1958,
various experts and engineers
— most receéntly the U.S. Corps
of Engincers - have stated that

the ‘enlarging, siralghtening,i

und deepening of Phillipp!
Creek” -would solve the flood
problem, Smally noted.

Estimated- cost of such & proj-
ect in 1962,% according to the
Corps, was about $8 million, of
which:the. federal povernment
would - pay $4% million. Local
sources would have to ceme up
with the other.$3% million.

The County’ Cemmission, ac-
cording {0 Smally, i3 {rying to
set a précedent and let the
residents in-the propoged dis-
irict pay for their ownfproblem
— on-a'varying assessment
scale according to the amount

of damage ‘done by past flood-.

ing Plus having the frechold-
ers’ pledge of one mill.

“Since assessment bond pro-
grams .are not easy to sell”
Smally noted, “the commission-

ers want to make the deal more.

appealing by simply assurmg
the payment of the bonds.”

Smally set up roughly three
classifications of landowners in
the propesed 60-square-mile dis-
trict, and Hsted their tax assess-
menig as follows, i the district
¥s approved:

1.} Landowners in the district
wha have net had water in their
hauses from the creek's Hood-
fne. buf have suffered because
of Inwer real eslate values and

generally wet conditions during |-

tir=4 of flood.
These. landowners would pay
" ghout $50 a year, either all at
once or $2 yearly for 20 years.
2.) Landowners who have had
water in thelr houses and suf-
- fered extensive damage.. Assess-

ments would be roughly $400 fo!.
$500 per hotise, or about $38 to|

$40 a year for 20 years.

1.} Peaple who own acreage in
the district, both cultivated and
unculiivated, and they would be
assessed about 820 per acre.

Other infurmatmza about the
proposed solution to the Creek's
fiouding, aceording to Smally:

~If the district is approved,
but county freeholders won't
piedge up to one mill, the com-

‘mission will prebably go ahead

with the current solution but as-
sess distriet landowners mors.
~Jf the district propesal is
furned down, the project would
“hang in limbo” until the com-
mission decided what to do.

B

[p—

~Aboiit three tn {hree and

one-half feet will be taken off of

the flood elevatlon if the current
propesal s put.inlo effect, . .
s he “ghout three or
four’ more " years”. before the
flood "control program is Hnished
If the issue passes Nov. 3. .
—The Corpé of Engineers does
not confemplate putting in con-
crele retaining walle aleng the

bank as part uf the cunirnl pro-
gram, .
~There would he ne access in
the.hay by boats excegt from
the lower dam down.
“Maintenance of the creek

will be easier for the county if

it i3 deepened “becduse deeper
water means less growth.”

—All of the pfesent commis.
sioners, a5 well as candidates

Iur the commlﬁun, unanjmuu~
ly dgree that the current pre
posal Is' the best solution, ;

JLAone milt- tax devy. ‘o

/$20,000_ home.would mean ahox

114 in 1axes I the. qul amour

wag_ever, needed, .

.;,-—The pru}ect, ‘ag p]&nﬁezi b

| the.. corps, Js designed to-tak

care. .of ; ultimate, maximus
growth, nob just: present needs
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CHAPMAN BIG OBJECTOR

County Action On Phillippi
Cut-Through Brings Howl

Sarasota County commission-
ers’ announced intention to pro-
ceed with the Phillippi Creek
cut-through produced somse ‘re-
verberations” Tuesday at a com-
mission meeting,

William J. Chapman, 5372
Montelair Place, said it was
“gqutlandish” to spend a half-
million dollars on the project,
and that the recent referendum,

turned down at the polls, *didn'l
give a mandate to go ahead with
the project.”

“The people turned it down,”
Chapman added, *and I suggest
you listen to the people.” _

Chapman said he was not op-
posed o flood relief, but that it
should be done “without hurting
others.” He advocated that the
elimination of the oxbow boitle-

neek at US-41 should be accom-
plished by widening the Phillippi
Bayou outlet some 200 feet south
of the proposed cut-through.

He said this would be less ex-
pensive, because the county al-
teady owns the right of way,
and such a solution would not
black Montclair Drive,

As presently proposed, the
eut-through would slice through

——

Montclair Drive, eutting off that
access to US-41, Residents in the
area would have 1o reach US4l
via a circuitous route, crossing
the bayou in its northeast sector.

Chapman said that the Phillip-
pi Creek flood conirol project
had been “pushed and jammed
down people’s throats—but they
have rejected it . . . We don't
ask you to do mothing,'but we
do ask you to take into consid-
eration other peopie.”

Two other properly owners
disputed Chapman’s statements
and urged the commission to
proceed with the project. They
were Mrs. June McCalla, secre-
tary of the Oak Shores Improve-
ment Association, and Erie W.
Forsen, 2404 Nassau St

Forsen iold the board he was
“very much interested in what
youre doing,” and that he

thoped it would *press this thing

as fasi as you can,” starting
with fhe cub-through and going
upsiream whenever feasible.

Mrs. MeCaila voiced opinion
that the people who voted again-
st the bond referendum did so
mainty because of the tax mon-
ey aspect, not hecause they
were basically opposed to a
flood control project.

She said she wished there
had been more public hearings
on the subject, and felt that
the way the bond program had
been set up was perhaps too
complicated and worked against
its approval.

She mnofed thai there were

only 66 houses in Oak Shores
Subdivision that were flooded
in 1962. compared with an over-
all figure of 508, and protested
that Oak Shores was unfairly
bearing the brunt of bad pub-
licity.

She also thanked the commis-
stoners for providing the Oak
Shores *“escapes route,”” which

“is an extension of Wood Street.

Commissioners listened (o the
arguments, but took no action. |



Phﬂhm)l

By BILL FRITTS

A complete kill of all marine
fife, plant and animal, in Phil-
lippi Creek from the weir north
1o the Osk Shores area {o get
vid of the algae that is choking
the stream was turned down
Monday by Sarasola County
commigsioners,

Courity Engineer Charles O
Morgan suggested- the drastic
measure as being the only sure
way of getting rid of {he noxious
algae, although he admitted that
it would kill all the {fish and all
other animal life in the target
area.

Tlie commissioners, alter dis-
cussing it about a half-hour at
a Public Works Commiltee
meeting, wound up with no solu-
tion although they finally decid-
ed definitely that they did not
want to risk an overall chemical
blal-out of life in the stream in
that area.

It was stressed by Commis-
sioner Fred Haigh that the
eventual solution—though years
awav—wnuld be the constrae-
fien of the Phillippi Creek {lood
conirol project Seventeen weirs,
or dams. are planned as part of
the project, he said, and ihis
would deepen the water to the
point where algae could not
grow

The growth of the algae, it
was brought nut, depends very
greatly on sunlighl—the phole-
synthesis action The system of
weirs, he said, would deepen the
water beyond the pholosynthesis
Yevel; thus deprived of sufficient
suntight the algae could not
grow,

Creek Marine Life Kill Turned Down

t‘.lcl Williams, mosquilo con-
! director, agreed with Hatgh
that this was so.

Williams also said that, in his
apinion, the massive kill with
Kizrom--the byand name for the
deadly chemical—would net be
very effective in the present
sttuation. The reason was, he
said, {hat there was loo much
movement of the water in that
area.

on the weir,
originally for conservation and
irrigation purposes.

back the waler, crealing still

o grow even [aster and sireng-
then its grip on the area.

said, “thal weir has created the
whole problem

of this sluff with that weir ”

venis the growth of the algae,

Tuftle Avenue bridge.

woilld slart to come back within
a month, and he further doubied
that “‘many fish of any conse-
quence” were in the creek any-
way.

the algae flthere =are several

He =aid ihe trouhle was fhal |

Commissioner Mase! Huston | §
hlamed almest all the trouble!§
which lies just |}
north of the Tuoftle Avenue|§
bridge and was placed {here!f

The weir, Iie said. was holding 3

water which enabled {he algae | %

“Frankly. in my opinion.” he X

I think we're ||

actually cultivating the growth |
i &

Tt wasn't enough just to rve- |H
mave he hoards, be said, since " B}
the dam proper stil blecked sea ‘[§
water [rom getling inta the area @

Sea water, it is known, pre- ||

which presently Hes like 7 green
carpel over the creek north of |9

Morgan said that the fish |B

forms growing there) has faslen-
ed ifsell to the creek bottoms as
well ag growing on and near the
surface, It would not wash out,
even if heavy rainfalls occurred.
And so far, he added, science
had not come up with any sub-
stance which would kill both the
submerged and top-layer algae
growth without killing_all the
fzsh and other marine }afe tec

He estimated the agquatice
weeds would grow back in about
a vear, even affer the massive
lethal dose, and this fact also
influenced the commissioners fo
reject the idea sinee it would
prove only a stopgap measure.

But there was

unanimous |
agreement {hat the most per-|}
manent and definite solution {o|]
the problem lay in the eventual | §

drainage project, which would
block an essenlial condition of

growth — namely phelosyn.
thesis.
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SARASOTA — 15 it a winding country vead? No, il is Phillippi Creek. grown
over with aquatic plants Nol a sign of wafer appems in this photogiaph taken
from fhe RBahia Vista Bridge looking south




i’eﬁ "Sloug:h”;‘project’s fmémcial
burden easing for the- qounty,n '

$350,000 ‘would bé' avaﬂable for
launching a step-by-step Phillip-

said Tuesday.

Warren noled that the county:

also has budgeted for the mew
fiscal year some $275,000 . for
the Phillippl Creek cut-through,

jand that water -conservation

monjes  heretofore . earmarked
minly for the Cow Pen:Slough
project, will add: annther $159,
009,

Warren recent!y prcposed -a
financing plan whereby the U.S,
government would put up match
ing monies with the county. -

The gyestion 13, will- the gov-
ernment participate in such a
program?

Warren is scheduled to go to
Jacksonville in the near future
to confer with Corps of Engi-
neers personnel on the possibiii-
ty of such a matching program.
No conference data ‘has ‘yet
been sef.

Warren stressed that under his
proposal there would be no ne-
cessity for an increase in mil-
lage.

Cummzssmner Johnsun Warren;
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Creek flood control program
Wednesday, as the project was
included in an omnibus bill au-
thorizing 144 such projects at
a collective cost of about 3L7
billion.

The bill now goes to a con-
ference committee to have any
differences hetween the Senate
and House bifls smoothed out,

The Phillippi Creek authoriza-
tion —not an appropriation —is
for 54,592,000, the federal gov-
ernment’s share of an $8 miilion
flood control program.

As the plan proceeds in what
appears to be an orderly man-
ner at the {ederal level, the
Sarasota County approach to
providing the $3.5 million caleu-
Tated as its share seems charac-
terized by uncertainty.

Commissioner Johnson War-
ren has proposed that the work
and the Sarasota County contri-
bution be spread over several
years, thus avoiding a bond is-
sue and any major lax increase.
Commissioner Leslie Miller and
the direciors of the Sarasota
County Chamber of Commerce
are among the proponenis of a
bond issue to meet the local ob-
ligation.

The uncertainly goes even
deeper. The Sarasota Counly
Commission this week voted io
place a bond proposal on ihe
Nov. 2 election ballot — then
Tuesday, the same day that the;

Rt

chamber directors gave their
formal support to a bond ap-
proach, the commissioners vol-
ed to defer such action until
1966.

The reason given was that {he
political climate in 1965 is up-
favorable, Another problem, ap-
parently, iz uncertainly as to
how to offer the matter to the

)Ks Phillippi Project |

'\t\ The US. House of Represen-
\z fatives approved the Phillippi

voters, whether the entire coun-
ty should assume the bond bur-
den or those persons in the flood
district be assessed.

A combination referendum in-

volving district frecholders and
the freeholders throughout the
county was defeated last N
vember, ‘

i
i,
i

#



Representalives of the South

Gate Community Association,
which claims fo he the voice of
some 3,000 residents, asked the
Sarasota County Commission to
“go it alone” om the Phillippi
Creek flood control project to-
day.

'Edwin Chase, direclor of the
Iassociaiion, presented a resolu-
tion from the group, ealling for
continued  efforts to prevenl
flooding damage to people and
property in the Phillippi Creek
area.

He cited the fact thal since

the voters {urned down both the
flood control district and an ac-
companying bond program, that
the county should go ahead with

what powers it has
In part, {he resolution sug-
gested the counly continue fo

150lve the flodding problem, pay-

ing for it hy county wide lax-
ation, and that the “costly cut-
through on Phillippl Creek and
U.8 41 be held back for re-
examination.”

It also suggested {hat the
counly “creale an annwal pro-
gram of shout & mill or $150,-

000 for cleaning, dredging, re-
maving bottlenecks in the Creek
and canals "

One of the spokesmen for
the group said that the offer of
§5 miltion from (he federat gow
ernmenl 1o help the county
complele the expecled $8 5 proj
ect shnuldn't be sought "W
don't need the money,"” he-said
but didn't explain what they
would offer lo iake its place

The federal government hat
offered a matching fund pro
gram, with the county forking
over 2-5ihs of the cost, or aboul
$3 275 million

Commissinner Masel Huston
said that he has heen lalking
wilh members of the US Army
Cotps  of Engineers, and he
feels sure that they will ask
Sarasola what it's going lo do
about the 54 sguare mile Phil-
lippt Creek flood area. And it's
going {o ask the question with-
in ihe next couple of months he
said.

Huston said that if {be [ederal
money is offered, then it cer-
tainty would be foolish to turn it
down “Why shouldn't we use
$5 million of Uncle Sam’s
money” for fhe project, he
charged



Phitlippt Creek Cut-Through Progsresses
Pl g 4

Construetion of a new Phillippi Creek hridge over 250-day contract time has elapsed. CCone Bros. Con-
U. 5. 41 1o straighten the channel of the creek is ap- tracting Company is the contractor, having bid
=« proximately 29 per ceni complete, Stale Road De- $400,788 on the job last September in Panama City.

. partment officials report. About 32 per cent of the

Sli(:kney Point Project Nearly One-Third Cmnp]ele

Stale Road Depariment officials report that the working days. The road-widening and paving is he-
31,933,638 Stickney Point road and bridge project ing done by Warren Bros. Road Co., subcontractor
i= 31 per cent complete with 32 per cent of the con- to Seott Construction Co. When completed the pro-
structinn fime elapsed. The contract with Seotl Con- ject will provide dual four-lane hridges over the hay

straction Co. of Thomasville, Ga., called for 360 hefween Siesta Key and the mainland.

C- —_— - -
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Work Continues At Phillippi Creel

Workmen place material bemg lowered by crane Monday as work on the
Phillipps Creek cut-through project on U. 5. 41, just south of the Sarasota
city limits, continues,
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Drainage | mpr(wed
In Pasi FFour Years

By BILL FIUTTES
Althaugh i may not be generally realized hy Sarasola
Cotmty residents, the Phillippr Creek flaod specter 15 ol
quils the frightesmg ihing I used {o bz, mawly because

connly afficials have heen “pecking away’ al improving
s dramage capacities,

Uourting the sn-progress Thillippt Creek  cut-through
which realigns he river's channel at U. 8. 45 the county
has spent samelbing like 5300608 in the past lour years
in alleviala the Honding propensities of e waterway.

County Commissioner Leslie Miller, who Bas prohahiy
Loen elaser ia the Phillippt Creek program lhan any olher
comnmussioner, eslimates that currenl improvemenls have
checked the Tiver's finpding fendencies by al Ieast one-
quarter,

We'va go! this river 25 tn 35 per cesl icked Tight
aow,” he savs. “Whal we've deme wasa't done withk a
Iot nt Ianiare—pust pecking away.”

This “pecking away’ approach is ane thal various peapie,
incuding Ihe couniv’s consulling engineers, Smally, Weltford
& Nalven, had been advocating lar years. And the resulls
hmve proven encouraging,

For a long time Lhe big, atlonl Corps of Enginecrs
plan cosbing some 58 million was alt that was talked about,
and il discouraged any aclions being taken at the 1ocal
leve:r. What was the pelal of deing step-by-slep smprovemenis
if the €orps of Engincers plon was to carried oul, and
the creek's fNoeding problems solved in one fell swoop?

Bel the Corps of Engmeers pian went infs limbo when
a flood conltrpl reterendum was deleated, and i Tas been
n lmbo ever since. But ouf of this sethack—ior somp--fhe
eounly hestirred iself from Hs ineritn and began “chipping
awav' sl tha problem.

Today it can pamt (o a number of fhings thal lave
hecn done [o tmprove the chanaei's How, to prevent hvancinth
grawlh and bridge clogpings and inerease its capacily fo
carry flandfwaters (o the hav,

Thn most abvinus one, and lhe most publicized s 1he
chamne] reafignmpent al UL R4, which will eliminaie a
ponsencek hepd Which the river fakes just hetore it makes
the enirv snie Lillle Saranoin Bav.

1t Bas g been believed (hal the elimination af thin
hatfleneck: showld he the First step in any fosd Improvement
mogtam, ond Cone Bros Caplraching Cn, 15 presentiv ear
e ant this eritiear swork.

Fut whila Hie creel is bong uaphugged, fhe counly
1 a madest way has been husy making varinug mprovements
vpstream, which, while not so dramatie, nevertheless ardd
sipnifieantly in the inlal draipage picture,

n varisu areas ihe creek’s channei has been deepened
and “roadwavs” huilt to provide access jor heavy emnpment,
thus premeting continial reentenance, the cleating of hvan-
cwnth= ang nlher anuatin growth

in  smme  areas, hawever, [(he channet haz  bees
deliberately narrowed and deepened. to increase the river's
velaeite apd thes crante a sell-cleansing action,

Nne st fhese s g mam canal (hai evenfualiv extends
in tiw Kensington Park area, Seuth of where il crosges
It Reabward Caast Line Nailroad tracks, the charnal reas
deep and narvow There are oo hvancinths or ather aguatio
growth clogeing the sfream.

i sl 15 o0 problem, these sapravised rendways enable
draglines 1o be broughl in wills relalive pase and the clagging
maleriai remnved.

Ope ol the higges! faclors st Ihe creek's flooding problems
wis fhe damiming actien ol #s prer-supporled bridges. m
lime of fland aguatic growth ang debris came swirling
down the river and sooper or ialer piled wp agamst the

Rridpe piers, standing like eonereie featacles s fhe middie
ol the rhannel,

A teraer enpineer with the Publie Werks Depariment,
Fied Korl, eame up wilkh the idea of streamliming the
piers, butfrossmg them willy planiss and steed pipe.

The planks wern boHed between the plers, torming a
smenthy Uchule for the water o get through and offering
ne gnags 1oy fhe debris (hat inevitably cama ﬁanling dApwn.

O I upshream laces o the plors, seciiens ot siest
dramuge pipe, cul in hall. were dasiened, providing a rounded
surlaen which greatly redused the hanpap qualities of the
mers

i nfferl shnees” were created under (he bridges—and
ali of the hridges over Phillipps Creck now have ihese
shipmmiinmg apd buttressing improvements,

“1 Innk three vears for us o pel this dene,” Aliller
reeatiz, “hat we Tinally did il

Widemng anil deepenme nf 1he river rhannet has bren
earmed nul beiween Nahia Vista amg Webber Streets, and
similar wosl Bas heen done niorlk of Rabin Vista,

Next vear fhe vonnlvy fakes anolier plecement swing
st the ereck with eplacement of (e nareaw, channef-clogging
Webber Stieel bridge. This will cost e counly aaother
126 Rat iU's anefher slep In the pradual “tammg of
lite epeek"—nngd ihe eounty woudd be the first io admil
ite goi g Haer ke the d5il

pi Creek Flooe

Gl

Bridge Piers Stircamlined

One of the “homemade remedies” for alleviating Phiflippi Creek flonding is
the shickding of bridge piers with woonden planks ang sleel pipe to prevent de.
Br1s teom piling sp at pridges and acting as dams.

Step Construetion Aids Creele

Comty Connmissionar Lestie Aliller inspecls ane of Phillippl Creek’s main
canals which was ‘stepped’ io pernit draglines to move along canal and dredge

away silt and anuay? ;‘;{;;1”? fianal channel was also narrowed and deepened
i . o AT 1 AT Saliese o ; .
i tnincreasa veineifs s self-cieansing, o simg oo
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ﬁtr'aighﬂ,-fl'h,r'oth View Of Cul-'l’hrm&gh Project

Aerial picture pravides straighf-through view
of the new Phillippi Creek cut-ihrough project on
the Tamiami Trail soufh of Sarasata This view lonks
westerly. While the cut-through is far enough along

to permil the flow of waler, the span on the inside
is not compleled. The old dog-leg route of the creek
is to the right where the creek circleg under a bridge
and hack south before heading west to Sarasota Bay.




. By BILL FRITTS

Phillippt Creek, the perenmial plague, just isa’t acling
right agaw. This lime it shows avidence of rapidiy silling
up and defeating, lo seme exleni, lhe "pull the plug"”
chanrel-straightening project at U. §. 41,

Acting Counly Engueer James Davison has already put
lhe Sarasola counly commissioners on noilee that “there's
trouble oul there” and that il will take a heap of money
to correct i.

Davisen eslimales a million cubic yards of siit could
be taken out .of the channel and a totai of { miflion
could be spent in the process.

He believes a phased, year-by-year program of clean.cut
is the logical approach, if the. commussioners decide to
spend {axpayers’ money on such a projeci.

“You would have to spend at leasl $H00,000 2 year on
cieaning it out,” he says. “‘Anvthing less and it jusl wouldn't
be worth if. You'd st be wasting your meney., By ihe
{ime you finished ihe last parl, the first part would aircady
be siited up again”

AL 5100,690 a year, the commussieners may be expecled
lo lake a good, hard look at such a program—yet, admitiedly,
the creek 1s well on ns way fo becoming a siil-clopged
and poliviion-riddled stream.

Most of the trouble, Davison says, slems irom the new
construclion {hai 15 laking place in areas upsiream, The
rams come, and the freshly scoured earth dribbles mlo
the creek. As the siltalion becomes greaier and greater,
the flow of the stream slows down, and settling of the
silft steadily itensifies. The probiem is compounded.

Furthermore, as ihe flushing actien of the creek 15 dinunl-
shed by further clogging, the peliution problems worsen.

it i1s no secret thal a rumber of sewage disposal plaals
discharge treated cifluent into the creek—and sometimes
that effluent may be less than desirable from a purity
stantdpoint.

There are septic fanks along the creek, and whea the
heavy rains come and the tanks overflow the toxic effluent
drains mto the creek.

Then there are the ferlilizer nulrienls which acceierale
aqualic growih and further add o the clogging of {he
creek.

More than $400,000 was spent by ike counly and slate
to straighten the creek's channe! al U. §. 1. This was
done on the theory thal it would facilitate the [low of
waier and thereby lessen somewhat the flood threat.

Thus the plug was pulled.

But qust a few yards above the dredged-oul area around
the new bridge, another plug exists—the siit that clegs
the channel and emerges as mudilats during low lide.

And belween the Bee Ridge and Tuttle Avenue bridges,
boat passafe is mmpossible af low lide, and dangerous at
high tide. This 15 a streich of approximalely a half-mile.

During a recent spin on the creek m the counly’s air-boat,
navigated by herbicider Frank Staiford of the Public Works
Depariment, i was guie apparent thal boat navigalion
is at a mummum, and hai a ol of properly classified
as “walertront” 15 really sufferiag frem a misnomer.

The silt bars lie jusl below the surface. The averaga
depih 1 the big sili stretches 15 no more lhan 12 to
14 inches. You can walk across the creek virlually anywhere,
except down al the dredged-oul part around the U, §
41 bridge.

You see strefehes of deckweed, parrot feather, piankton
algae and water hyacuwlh, Algae and duckweed are con-
sidered signs of water pollution Five dead snook, flealing
belly-up, were seen during the spm.

“It’s a good chance that pollution killad them,” Slafford
said.

Yet ihere were a number of fishermen along the banks,
plumbing the murky waters with hook and line, making
the time-horored quest.

The mouth of Phillippi Creek, where it empties into Roberts
Bay, 15 also a problem, says Davision. “Ii needs lo ba
a lot bigger. Engineering npians call for a 400-fool-wide
channel at this pomt, but all you've got ss aboul 350 feot.
1’s aiso ciogged up with mangrove islands.”

The mouth of the ereek empiies direclly mlo the Intra-
coastal Waterway, at Blarker No. 72. 1t {akes no great
amount of crystalballing lo predict that if the silt piug
is ever washed leose in a slorm, b will land smack 1n
the middle of the waterway channel.

Phillipm Creek 1s one big headache. On ihis, wirfually
everyone agrees, But what to do about it-thal’s the hard
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ty Surveys € Channel Markers

Cauntv alr-haat pilat Frank Stalford cautiously the creek, Stafford is county's acknowiedged expert Metal rods with red piaslic bolfles mark the
nognitates shattow walers during a visual survey of on creek’s condiliens. channei in fhe badly sillod area above U.S. 41 bridge.
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Just above the weir east of Tullle Avenue lies sandbar,
this broad carpet of algae, Beiow i lies an exfensive

Narrow Opening Of Creck Near Roberts Bay
A ton-narrew openmg where the creek cmplies £ nmy someday wash info Infracnastal Waterwar

ito Roberls Bav s annther problem. Unplogged channel.
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STATEMENT OF ASSURANCE FROM SARASOTA éOUNTY

¥

o

Re: DPhillippi Crecek Basin Project ‘§;ﬂ~cz‘ X OJ

This will certify assurance of the capabilitf and
willingness of Sarasota County to provide the requirements of
local cooperation or reimbursement outlined in your letter of
ingquiry regarding the(Phillippi Creek Basin Project. These

requirements will be provided at the time requested by the

Distriéﬁﬁﬂngineer, U. 8. Army Corps of Engineers, in accordance .

with applicable legislative authority governing the project.

X . /-’
// > -//h "//lj A“z/} T e ‘4{:'{“‘; /ﬁ
A et . .

KENNETH D. BRUMBAUGH, Chairman
Board of County Commissioners Zfor

Sarasota County

ATTEST:

ot .aéi’xffi{”é-fxfé_/
puty Clerk of the Board

- -

Dated:---December 23, 1969 T : ‘ - -
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Philippt Creek under and on either side of the
Rahia Visia Street bridge receives a lwo-fold clean-
ing. Sarasola Counly weed control program work-
men m the airboat, foreground, spray hvacinths with
ciemicals along the west hank. while County Road
and Bridge crews, using a dragline, background,
scour silt {rom the creek bottom along a 1.000-foot
strip of the east bank and under the bridge. The
sttt under fhe bridge span was blocking the flow of
waler, said Road and Bridge Superintendent Peie
Ramirez, and had to he unblocked prior to expected
heavy ramnfall this summer.
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JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32201

30 July 1974

Mr. John M. Saba, Jr.

Chairman, Eoard of Commissioners
County of Sarasota

P. O, Box B

Sarasota, Florida 33578

Daar Mr. Saba:

The Water Resources Development Act of 1974 (Public Law 93-251),
approved 7 March 1974, required that the Congress annually be pro-
vided a list of unconstructed Corps of Engineers projects which no
longer are considered appropriate for continuved authorization. The
rationale for this legislative requirement, containmed in Section 12,
ds expressed by congressional views included in the reports on the
Act by the Committees of Public Works of the U. §. Congress, and
reads:

"Many water resources development projects become, after
they are zsuthorized, inappropriate for one reason or
another. Changing economic conditions may render them
uneconomic. Population and industrial growth may make
then inadequate to serve new needs. The local interests
may decide they do net want a project. Yet, in all of
these cases, unless the "time-consuming process of ob-
taining specific Congressional deauthorization through
an Act of Congress is followed, the project remzins
authorized, is considered part of the backlog of auth-
orized but unconstructed projects, and continues to dis-
courage homeowners and landowners in the project area
from maintaining, much less improving, their property."

Based on these views, the legislative criteria of Section 12, and
implementing guidelines of the Chief of Engineers, I find that the
flood control project for Phillippi Creek is eligible for deauth- =
orization action. This determination, in general, is related to ..
one or more of the following criteria: R

a. The project is not economically justified, and it is apéarent l'
that a restudy would not develop an economically justified plamn. -
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SAJWY 30 July 1974

Mr, John M. Saba, Jr.

b. The project, as authorized, is not adequate to meet current
or prospective needs, and to obtain an adequate improvement would = -

require such substantial modifications and involve such increased
costs that the Corps could not preceed without new authorization
from Congress.

c. The project is generally opposed by local interests, or
there is little or no prospect tnat the required local coopera- .
tion will be forthcoming.

d. The project, or part thereof, is no longer required because
it has been accomplished by local interests or another agency, has
been superseded by another project, or for any other reason.

Prior to submitting my recormendations to the Chief of Engineers,
your views with regard to the appropriateness of deauthorization
action on the Phillippi Creek project are desired. TFor your
information, the final decision of the deauthorization recommenda-—
tions of the Chief of Engineesrs rests with the Congress. Under
that prerogative, any project submitted on the Chief of Engineers'
recompended list may be removed by a resolution adopted by either
of the Committees on Public Works within a 180-day congressional
review period.

_Your comments are reduested as soon as possible in order that they

Tmay be included in my recommendations to be supamitted to the Chief
of Engineers in August of this year.

Tne inclosed material provides some information about the project.

The map shows the basic plan authorized by Congress in 1965. There .

is a tabulation of cost information, followed by the specific re~
quirements of local cooperation. You may note that local costs
were estimated to total $5,318,000 as of July 1973. TFinally, there
is a copy of Statement of Assurance from Sarasota County, dated

23 December 1969. Our records reflect no local interest in project
implementation since your County Administrator, Mr. John J. Gray,
visited this office in December 1969.

Sincerely yours,

3 Incl HIETT C. LEE, MR,
1. Project Map 71 Colonel, Corps of Engineers . -
2, Tabulation, local District Engineer

requirements .

3.’StatEment

L
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November 19, 1874

Colonel Emmett C. Lee, Jr.

Jacksonville District, Corps of Engineers
P. 0. Box 4970

Jacksonville, Florida 32201

Dear Colonel Lee:

At its meeting on Tuesday, November 12th, the Board of
County Commissioners approved the de-authorization of the
Phillippi Creek Procject.

We have no funding capability at the present time for the
local share of funds: however, we would like to reserve
the ability to reactivate this project when the County is
in a position tec provide the local matching share of
funds in the future.

Yours very truly,

-&!f&l’/ . f-

Edward §. Ho,t//y

County Administrator
\._‘/

ESH/jmr

cc: Engineering
WNCA

PO, BOX 8 « TEL, 958.9711 « EXT. 300
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT. CORPS OF ENGINEER
P ©. BOX 4870
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32201

11 December 974~

Mr, Edward 5. Hoyt
County Administrator

P, 0. Box 8

Sarasota, Florida 33778

Dear Mr. Hoyt:

This is in response to your 19 November 1974 letter to Colonel Lee
about deauthorization of the Phillippi Creek Project, It is noted
that, while your Board of County Commissioners has approved deauthori-
zation of the project, it wishes to reserve the ability to reactivate
the project when the County is in a position to provide the local share
of project costs.

As explained by Mr. Brannen in telephone conversation with you on

4 December, if Congress should deauthorize the project, it would zease

to exist and would be expunged from the list of authorized Federal projects.
Therefore, a survey-review would be required if and when Sarasota County
determined that it was in position to support the project fully,

Survey-reviews may be undertaken by the Corps of Engineers upon adoption

of a resolution by the Public Works Committee of either the Senate or

the House of Representatives, and appropriation of necessary study funds.
Completion of a survey-review normally takes several years after initial
funding. Authorization of a survey-review can normally be readily obtained.
However, a normal period from beginning of a survey-review to-initiatiom

of construction, assuming everything falls into place, is approximately

6 to 7 years.

The State of Florida has been invited to comment on the proposed de-
authorization by mid-January. Any advice the County may wish to provide the

State should be addressed to the Department of Natural Resources in Talla-
hassee, o

erely yours,

-4—-/5"7”(2 %/ﬂ 4&&
_ CfanEs L, CaRrafnpCC ¢ T
L ‘ N Chief, Engineering Division
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ullet
fishing in

area canals

causes anger

I CLAIRE UNGER

“It may be legal, but that doesn't
make # nght,’”” 15 the sentiment of

Canal-front property
owners are concermned
about commercial
fishermen who move into’
the canals in search of
mullet during  colder

homeowners on canals and waterways
in the area. The subject 1s commercial ~§
mullet fishing, and Mike Gonia, speak- -
ing for his neighbors in Siesta Isles, says
the bottom line is there shouldn’t be
comercial fishing in residential areas.

“This is my backyard. | feeE v:oiated
says Gonia.
“The fishermen come up ihe canais

and make a big circle with’ their nets.. -
wWhen you want to get your-boat oyt -

they are real hostile because they have
to move their nets,
dent. Residents say they are extra pro-
tective because they spotted a manatee
in the canal. within the last several
weeks. They also admit to shouting
questions at the fishermen regarding the
fact that nothing is. ever thrown back.
Most residents acknowledge that they
are indignant that the mullet, snook and
redfish-are trapped in the canals and are
“easy mckins'”
harvests.

.- Residents-along,. the Phillippi Creek .
“canals report the fishermen ofterr-work .

between. 10:30. p.m. and 3 a.m. The

lights onthe boats,. diesel engines. and:
shouts echo: around and. get. the dogs.
sald _

'barkmg S very.:  disruptive,”
janus England,.a:canal resident..

#The current, law states that canais are
state property. . and. although’ Eocai
residents. - might have “first. nghts,”. ‘
long_ as. the!commercial fishermen an-
chor - their ‘nets and stay with
_them...they are within the law..-

" Gonia. feels, those laws need to: be

rewewed and. changed. . “We: ‘need: to-
bangd. together and’ let our pol_at:mans _

" said a:canal resi-

during the weekly -

“he- sa:d,
Scott jerrems, a local c:onservatsomst

dane

puts it more strongly: “It's- an un-
mitigated rape of our fisheries. Numbers

~of fish along our coasts are 10 percent of _:

what they. were: several decades ago.”’
He points out this affects the whole fish.
chain for all the fish which swim in our °

‘bays and coastlines. in Florida. **We're

destroying fishing for our future genera- |
tions: so- that a few. fast’ buck (Operators.
" can turn‘a profit;” he said.
jerrems  notes that prior to 1962,
mullet fishing was closed to fishermen dur- -
ing the spawning’ season from October -
1o January. Now, he charged, the ban is

~ no.longer in effect and hie questions the-

‘morality; of netting.the mullet. and. cut-/
_ting out the roe (eggs). for sale in the
highly profitable markets of the Orient,
 What remains of the fish is. either .
_.thrown away or if the fishérman. gets :
Eucky is sold"for 2.cents per pound ’

Both men say they hope'to someday
‘see-a protectlve agency to- Gversee

- marine. - conservation.  The  current
. marine " fisheries. advisory . commission

which reports “to: the: governor. and
cabinet is: just that — advasory they
note With regret . .
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A proposal on which septic
tanks near Phillippi Creek
to remove first is based
largely on economic, not
environmenial, issues.

By Rod Thomson
STAFFWRITER

A funny thing is happening on the way
to cleaning up Phillippi Creek — worries
aver health concerns and pollution are
taking a back seat to dollar signs.

lealth could

Sarasota Couniy officials have devel-
aped a preposal — with a price tag of $72
million — to remove septic tanks along
the creek They have proceeded under
the banner of heaith and environmental
worTies. S

But the proposal bases the decision of
which septic tanks to remove first fargely
oh economic issues — such as which
homes are cheapest to hook up to the
county's sewer system, and how much ®
money the county will receive in revenue
once those homes are customers of the
system o

Some homes with septic tanks more
than a half-mile from Phillippi Creek are

take back seat

slated to be removed first while other

~tanks right next to the creek aren't even

included in the county's plans.

.County officials argue that the ap-
proach simply makes economic sense.
But some residents of the area think that
if the connty is reaily worried about solv-
ing the pollution problem, it would take
cut the tanks closest to the creek first.

.- “The health thing should be totally in-
vestigated, and the health concern is the
oniy thing that should drive this project,”
said B.C. Hathaway, a resident of a South

i Gate neighborhood near the creek,

In developing the plan for which sepric
tanks should be removed immediately, the

county officials and their consuitant took
the 30.000 homes in the urban area with
septic tanks and divided them into 226
areas B
They then gave cach area a score based
on a number of fictors, including: How
close the area is to existing sewer sys-
tems; how cheap it will be to hook the area
up to an existing system; how much reve-
nue the newly hooked-up customers wifl

P EASE SEE SEWER QN 114 -
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Formula determines removal
priority. 11A

Money could override

health in cleanup plan

SEWER rrovia

generate, and vasious envircumen-
tad factors. .

The way the criteria are evalual-
ed, it's ciear that revenue and finan-
eial issues got more weight in the
system:

M I 1B of the 31 project areas
where the county would proceetd
first, financial ratings either out-
weighed environmental ratings or
wete just as important.

& In addition, the county's propos-
al expanded beyond the 31 top priori-
ty areas to include ancther 10 lower
priority areas because they were ei-
ther surrcunded by, or next ta, top
priority areas.

The argument

Sarasota County Ulilities Director
Larry Turner said the approach
makes economic sense. Fhe inciu-

sion of the financial criteria is intend-..

ed to help make the project afford-
able by first doing less expensive
areas and those that could generate
the most income to the county once
the sewers are hooked ug.

Turner said it was not the "intent
of the system” for financial issues to
dominate the selection of which sep-
tic tanks to replace first.

The consuitants and the county
were trying tc give equal weight to
afl of the categories, Turnar said. Bat
he added: "If an environmentalist did
the coteria, he might have weighted
them differendy.”

" Indeed.
Glenn Compton. of the eaviron-

mental organization ManaSota-88,
said the county's approach has taken
him aback. .

“They're not considering the
health and environmentat aspects
first They're looking at fnances,”
Compton said. "'I'm not sure they've
focused in on what should be dene
first.”

The county's emphasis on meney
also rankles Hathaway and some like
him in his South Gate reighorhood of
modest homes.

They live several blocks from the
creek, but their neighborhood is stat-
ed to be hooked up before neighbor-
hoods that are closer to the ereck —
and which presumably cause more
pollution. o

Hathaway could end up paying at
least $37.50 a month for 20 years to
finance & 35,000 hooloup charge, plus
ancther avemge of $31.79in monthly
sewer fees once he's hooked ug, for a
total of §69.29 thit he is not paying
now, t

*Nobody's rich here.” said Hatha-'
way, 31, who works part-time as 2
singer and is rying to start a small
marketing business.

Commissioner Bob Anderson is
not comfortahle with how the top pri-
ority arcas were determined, But he
points ot that the County Comimis-

“sion has not adopted the plan yet.

“Just because a consullant said it
doesn’t mean it's right,” he said..
*“The whole program for removing
septic tanks was based on a formula
drafted by staff that was supposed to,
put a heavy emphasis on environ-
mentai prablems,” he said



Septic tanks
big hurdle
for county

Tests show
creek is very
polluted

By Rod Thomson

STAFF WRITER

By Rod Thomson

STAFF WRITER

Sarasota County faces little
choice but to consolidate the pri-
vate sewer utilities sprinkied
around the county and o remove
at least some seplic tanks from the
urban area along Phillipp: Creek.

FFive years ago,
Gov. Lawton
Chiles and the
Cabinet ordered
the county to cre-
ate a cenfral sew-
er system and to
make it a priority
to remove failing
septic tanks, The
order was to have
been carned out by 1994 and in-
ciuded installing sewer systems In
areas where septic tanks regulariy
fail.

“We may not have made the
deadline, but i does not mean we
are not i compliance,” said Sara-
sota County Administrator John
Wesley White. “We're in compli-
ance in that we are diligentiy pur-
suing the problem.”

That 1s how the state sees 1t,
too.

“As long as they progress mn the
right direction, we won't have a
particular objection,” said Tom
Beck, who 18 m charge of review-
mg comprehensive plans for the
state Department of Communty
Affairs.

He said that the county has been
making good progress n creating
its central sewer system.

County officials contend that the
purchases of 18 of the largest pri-
vate utilities — and their consoli-
dation mto a central sewer system
— demonstrate the effort to meet

PLEASE SEE SEWER ON 58

Evidence of pollution in Phillipm
Creek continues to pile up.

Joan Rose, a microbiologist with
the Umversity of South Florida,
said that her first two sets of fests
have shown a surprismgly high ge-
gree of pollution dangerous to hu-
man health.

“We've found a jot more patho-
gens than I thought we would,”
she said from her Tampa office Fri-
day. Pathogens are microorgan-
1sms that cause diseases.

Rose said she found pathogens
mn six of the 22 samples taken from
11 sites i1 May and June. Since
this summer, the Sarasota County
Public Health Unit has posted the
creek off-limits to swimming be-
cause of the health hazards.

But nature hasn't cooperated
with the testing: The ramny season
never arrived this year.

“An original objective was to
have a dry season and rainy season
testing,” Rose said. “We didn’t get
that.”

In the rainy season, the water
table rises and some of the septic
tanks in the low-lying areas along
the creek sit directly in the table.
That would mean contaminated
water flowing from the septic
tanks goes straight into the ground
water without being filtered by the
soil, resulting 1n more pollutants in
the nearby creek.

Also, a heavy storm after a dry
period tends to flush a lot of sur-
face pollutants, including nitrogen
from fertilizer, 1nto the creek.

However, with the rainy season
also comes a higher water level in
the creek that, over ttme, would di-
iute the concentration of

PLEASE SEE TESTS ON 5B



County’s sewer plan

.

moving at steady pace
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the state order.

So far, Sarasota County has spent
$74.4 million to buy those utilities
and is planmng to buy 12 more. Ne-
gotiations are under way for several
of those purchases. When done, the
county will have the core infrastruc-
ture for a central sewer system n
the urban area.

Compliance on the sepfic tanks 1s
not so clear.

The county 1s aware of several ar-
eas, from Englewood to Sarasots,
where there are failing septic tanks.
It has not mstalled central sewer in
those areas. But Rick Drummond,
chief of long-range planning for the
county, said, *'We don’t think the
county is 1n jeopardy of being found
to be out of compliance with the final
order.”

The state order came as a result
of an environmentalist’s challenge
to the county’s comprehensive pian
n: 1990. A state hearing officer dis-
mussed most of the challenges. The
officer was troubled, though, that
the county did not seem to be ade-
quately pursuing a solution to septic
tanks in the flood plain.

“We didn’t have policies to deal
with continued proliferation of sep-
tic tanks,” Drummond said.

In 1991, the county submitted a
plan to stop the proliferation of sep-
tic tanks i developed areas. Chiles
and the Cabinet approved it. Within
the agreement was a requirement
that the county begin implementing
1ts wastewater resource manage-
ment program by 1994 and finish 1t
by 2020. That program included the
following stipulation:

“Prionty shall be given to provid-
ing centralized service to areas ex-
periencing septic tank failure and ar-
eas where water quality has been
adversely affected by current dis-

=, s
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interested?

The Sarasota County Com-
mission will discuss the county's
cenirat sewer system policy dur-
ing its regular meeting at9a.m.
today on the second ficor of the
South County Admnustration
Center, 4000 South Tamiami
Trail, Venice.

posal methods.”

"Two engineering studies were
subsequently conducted. The sec-
ond study by Post, Buckley, Shuh
and Jernigan of Sarasota pricritized
areas where septic tanks shouid be
removed first, and determined that
about 8,500 tanks - 5,000 of them
aiong Phillipp1 Creek — could be re-
moved for about $72 muillion.

A citizens’ group recommaended
that plan to the county commission
in 1995, suggesting that each house-
hold in the sepiic tank program pay
$5,000 of the $8,500 cost per tank.

A small groundsweil opposing the
plan grew out of the Southgate com-
mumty, which woulid bear the brunt
of the program’s cost. Some resi-
dents said the county had not suffi-
ciently proved the degree of pollu-
tion or the source.

In response, the commissioners
pulled the plug earlier this year on
the public education campaign and
opted for more conclusive testing.

That is under way now.

The state’s Beck said that such is-
sues are complicated and the state
does not worry too much about the
timetable slipping — if the county
seems to be diligently pursuing
solutions.

“In general, we think Sarasota
County is doing one of the very best
Jobs in the state of implementing
their comprehensive plan.”

Tests show creek highly polluted

TESTS rrOM 1B

pollutants.

Those changing variables led
county officials, residents and Rose
to want to get samples from both pe-
riods. However, Rose said that the
consensus was to go ahead with the
rest of the tests despite the lack of
ram.

Rose is compiling the results of
the two most recent tests — done
within the past two months — and
cross-referencing them with the lo-
cation of septic tanks, waste-water
treatment plants, pump stations and

any other potential contributors of
hacteria.

She said the preliminary results,
with some general conclusions as to
the source of the pollution, will be
given to the Sarasota County Public
Health Unit 1in two to three weeks.

The results will be used by the
county commissioners in making
their decision on whether to remove
septic tanks along the creek and put
homeowners on a central sewer
system.

The report will also address the
feasibility of doing a study to trace
the specific onigin of the pollution.




¢ Board set to tackle dredging

,r\'-‘ » CREEYUS rroMm 18

" county Transportation Director
.. John Goodknight suggested two
'possible alternatives:

@ A special assessment on water-
~ front property, which would tax the
. "~ people who benefit the most fro

|- dredging; '
" @ Increasing stormwater assess-
[ ments, which would cover everyone
in the Phillippi Creek drainage basin
who benefits from rainwater runoff
traveling from the creek to the bay.
~ O’Neil, who represents Sarasota
County on the West Coast Inland
Navigation Diistrict, said he thinks
that agency, which has hundreds of
thousands of dollars available for
such projects, could pay for a big
chunk of the dredging.

‘The district collects a small prop-
erty tax, less than 2 cents per $1,000
of assessed property value, and uses
the money for waterway projects in
Sarasota, Charlotte and Manatee

counties. The district’s primary fo-
cus is maintaining the Intracoastal
Waterway for boaters, but it also can
dredge the lower, navigable por-
tions of creeks.

O'Nell sees a combination of tax-
es and private money paying for the
projects. The agency paid one-third
of the cost for the recent dredging of
Clower Creek by Sarasota Square
Mall. Stormwater assessments paid
for a third and private assessments
paid for a third,

Schulte said she thinks it would
be fair to pay for Phillippi Creek
dredging with general taxes, be-
cause the creek takes stormwater
from such a larpe area.

"1 feel like everyhody's runoff
comes down Phiilippi Creek,” she
said.

But however it is paid for, she
said she is ready to see the creek {i-
nally opened and flowing freely.

“There needs to be some sort of
dredging here,” she said.
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The commissioners will focus on the flood-prone
areas near Phillippi, Shakett, Hatchett and Curry

creeks.

By Rod Thomson
STAFF WRITER

When Marcia Schulte looks out
her hack window, she often sees
birds walking on water.

It's nothing divine, just an illusion
caused by a creek so full of sand that
it sometimes harely moves.

“Altimes, there's even dry fand,"”
she said.

Schulte lives on the lower end of
Phillippi Creek on Tanglewood
Dirive, where the effects of years of
stormwater runoff from upland de-
velopment are obvious.

At low tide in the diy season,
sandbars appear in the middle of the
creek — {he primary stream for car-
rying water from the north part of

sl

the counly to Sarasota Bay. During
normal weather periods, boats can
run aground in shallow waler. Dur-
ing storms, the creek overflows its
banks and floods nearby homes. In
November, several homes along Lhe
creek were damaged.,

Phillippi Creek is not alone. Sha-
kett, Fatchett and Curry creeks in
the Venice area have the same
problems.

After years of talking about
dredging creeks, county officials
may he ready to do something. The
County Conunission plans o dis-
cuss a diedging pian at today's regu-
lar meeling.

“1 really believe Lhat if we clean
the heart of the creel out, that water

interested?

The Sarasota County Com-
migsion will discuss dredging
creeks during its regular meet-
ingat9am. lodayonthefirst
ficor of the Sarasota County Ad-
ministration Center, 1660 Ring-
fing Bivd , Sarasota. '

will move from upper to lower faster
and not go as wide,” said Cominis-
sioner Jack (V'Neil, who has been
urging some action for more than a
year, "1t is when it poes real wide
that it floods houses.”

There are no estimates, but a
county memo states that dredging
the creeks will cost millions of
dollars.

So the biggest questions will be:
Wito pays for it and how?

In a report to the commissioners,

PLEASE SEE CREEKS ON 3B
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HORIES vrOM 1A

ration include drainage
improvements in the Manasola,
Gulf View Estates and Bay Street
areas.

The projects will be paid for with
money already budpetcd for later
work and by storm-water assess-
ments. There also could be some
Federal Emergency Management
Agency money to help.

“There’s a problem and people
are suffering,” said Chairman David
Mills, reflecting the commission’s
desire to get moving.

Past efforts at dredging have been
brgged down by environmental con-
cerns. The commissioners hope to
et past that obstacle quickly this
time.

"Every time we gct serious, we
hear about oyster heds and worms
in the so0il . .. and reasons why we
can’t do what we need to do,” he
said. “Let's call it, ‘people first.” "

The area targeted {or the home
huyout and berm project is in the
Bellevue Terrace and Oak Shores
subdivisions north of Bahia Vista
and immediately cast and west of
Lockwood Ridge Rond, Nearly 100
homes were flooded in the Novem-

ber storm and many again in last

did not and six did not return the !
survey. -
The berm would run {rom the .
northeast corner of Hahia Vista and 7
Lockwood Ridge, along the north ™,
side of the creek to Locklear ™

Avenue.

"County plans flood berm

week's storm,

The problem is that when Phil-

lippi Creek overflows its hanks from
heavy rains, the water backs up
from
neighborhoods, S

the creek into those

“The real driving force is to flood- |

proof this whole neighborhood,”
Goodknight said of the berm plan.  \N

The project would be funded \ ~

through an increase in the Philiippi
Creek storm-water assessment of .
£12 to $15 annually. A

The county sent a survey to the

31 homeowners, and 20 responded
that they want to sell. Five saidthey

Because some of the project is y N

within the city, the Sarasota City =
Commission also will need to ap-
prove it

The commissioners also directed
their transportation staf{ to look into
helping homeowners buy {lood-
proofing for their homes. This is a
federal program requiring that the
local government match some of the
money.
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FLOOD RELIEF

Sarasota County is planning to purchase and
demolish 31 homes along Phillippi Creek.
The area is prone fo flooding and the land wiil
pe used to build a berm to protect the
surrounding area from high water.
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PROPOSED BERM

LOCKWOOD RIDGE RD.

MARKO ST.
GERHARDT ST

STAFF MAP

To make room for the berm,
the county will buy some
homes and demolish them.

By Rod Thomson

STAFF WRITER

Reliefis on the way for people living in sog-
gy homes along Phillippi Creek. For some, it
will mean moving elsewhere.

Sarasota County plans to huy some homes
and demolish them to make room for the con-
struction of a mound to protect the remaining
homes from flood waters.

- The County Commission voted unanimous-
ly Tuesday to pursue the $6.2 million berm
plan. It calis for buying and probably demolish-
ing 31 heimes in an attemnpt to protect another
66 homes from future flooding.

The project could take up to three years.

Feeling a sense of urgency, the commis-
sioners declared a state of emergency to
speed up several flood-control projects, such
as dredging siit from under some bridges,
clearing vegetation and eventually conducting
a major dredging of the creek.

Dredging would be aimed at some bridges
over Phillippi Creek, such as Tuttle Avenue,
Beneva Road, Bahia Vista and the railroad,
said John Goodknight, county director of
transportation.

*“There is a considerabie buildup of silt that
needs to be removed immediateiy,” Goodk-
night told commissioners. He said after the
meeting that he hoped to begin some of the
work within the next weelk,

Other projects under the emergency decla-

PLEASE SEE HOMES ON 104

e

A

Residents of
L.ockwood
Ridge Road
north of Bahia
Vista turn to
boats for
transportation
when heavy
rain causes
Phillippi
Creekto
averflow.
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STOPPING FLOODS

Surveys show most
residents near the north
side of Phillippi Creek are
willing to sell their homes
to the county.

By Rod Thomson

STAFF WRITER

When flogdwaters poured into his
home in 1992, all Herrmann Bozer could
do was sit on his living room floor — wa-
ter rising all around him — and cry.

“'1 watched everything being de-

!

stroyed,” he said of the Greer Street
nome he and his mother have shared
since he was 5 years old. *“There is noth-

ing you can do. Absolutely nothiny.”

When 15 inches of water from Phil-
lippi Creek invaded the house again in
November, ruining all the new carpet
and flooring, his tears turned to anger.
But he diligently replaced 1,800 square
feet of carpet — again — and continued
the uphill battle to clean the septic
stench out of his house.

Then more storms came in this un-
usually wet winter and the creek kept
rising. Like many of his neighbors,
Bozer began renting U-Hauls during
storms. Six times he parked a 26-foot U-

A sandbar has
formed below the
Phillippi Creek
Bridge on Bahia
Vista Street, filling
in more than a third
of the width of the
creekbed. When
Phillippi Creek
overflows its
banks, the water
backs up from the
creek into the
Bellevue Terrace
and Oak Shores
neighborhoods.

STAFF PHOTO/MIKE LANG

Haul trisck in his deiveway. Three times
he moved everything inte the truck,
ready to drive to higher ground if
necessary.

“We would load it up and just wait and
watch,” he said,

It brought him to the point of
surrender.

Though he and his mother have
mixed emotions, he is ready to sell his
fouse to the county. The county wanis

PLEASE SEE FLOODING ON 10A

Progress confinues in war on
fiooding. 10A
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STOPPING FLOODS

Surveys show most
residents near the north
side of Phillippi Creek are
willing to sell their homes
to the county.

By Rod Thomson

STAFF WRITER

When floodwaters poured mto his
home 1 1992, all Herrmann Bozer could
do was sit on his living room floor — wa-
ter rising all around hum — and cry.

“l watched everything being de-

oY
A sandbar has
formed below the
Phillippi Creek
Bridge on Bahia
Vista Street, filling
in more than a third
of the width ofthe
creekbed. When
Phillippi Creek
overflows its
banks, the water
backs up from the
creek into the
Believue Terrace
and Oak Shores
neighborhoods.

STAFF PHOTOMIKE LANG

stroyed,” he said of the Greer Street
home he and his mother have shared
smce he was 5 years old. “There is noth-
Ing you can do. Absolutely nothing.”
When 15 inches of water from Phil-
lippt Creek invaded the house again n
November, ruining all the new carpet
and flooring, his tears turned to anger.
But he diligently replaced 1,800 square

feet of carpet — again — and continued’

the uphill battle to clean the septic
stench out of his house.

Then more storms came in this um-
usually wet winter and the creek kept
rising. Like many of his neighbors,
Bozer hegan renting U-Hauls during
storms. Six times he parked a 26-foot U-

Haul truck m his dnveway. Three times
he moved everything 1nto the truck,
ready to drive to higher ground if
necessary.

“We would load it up and just wait and
watch,” he said.

It brought him to the point of
surrender.

Though he and his mother have
mixed emotions, he is ready to sell hus
house to the county. The county wants

PLEASE SEE FLOODING ON 104

Progress continues in war on
fiooding, 10A
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Berm could ease ﬂ@@dmg from Philli

— /ﬂ/’
FLOODING rroM 1A

tc buy 1t and 30 others m the
neignborhood, demolish them, and
build a perm along the north side of
the creek, just upstream from the
Bahia Vista Street bridge.

“In one sense { want to get out of
i, said his mother, Edna Bozer,
who bought the house 1n 1968. “In
another sense | hate to leave my
home.”

The berm

When Phillipm Creek overflows
its banks, the water backs up from
the creek 1nto the Bellevue Terrace
and Oak Shores neighborhoods,
which are north and northeast of Ba-
tna Vista and Lockwood Ridge Road.

It always has backed up 1n heavy
ramns - even before there was sig-
nificant development north and east
of the area — because the area 18
low-lying.

Aerial photos taken n 1962 and
1997, show the neighborhoods un-
der water from z flooded Phillippl
Creek - the only difference being
the young trees in the earlier photos
have grown into a mature canopy.

""The whole neighborhoad 1s stor-
age,” said Alan Carson, an engineer

tn the county's storm water
department.

Nezrly 100 homes were flooded in
the November storm and many
again m March,

County Commisszoners voted
unanimously March 24:to pursue
the $6.2 million berm plan. It calls
for buying and probably demaolishing

7 M=/ g

"31 homes 1n an attempt t5 protect

the other 66 homes 1 the area from
future flooding.

The project, which would take
about three vears, wouid be funded
through an mcrease in the Phillippi
Creek storm-water assessment of
$12 to $15 annually.

Most homeowners n the buyout
area along the creek are like the
Bozers; they are more than ready to

“sell. The county sent a survey to the

31 homeowners, and 20 responded
that they want to sell. Six did not re-
turn the survey. Five said they did
not want to sell. County planners
say they will consider building the
berm around those houses, but if
that will not work, the homeowners
will be forced to sell.

The berm would run from the
northeast corner of Bahia Vista and
Lockwood Ridge, along the north
side of the creek to Locklear
Avenue.

The Sarasotz City Commission

needs tq approve the berm, because.

part of the project is within the city
limits.

Berm faliout

If the berm works, 11 will push
more water, faster, downstream.
That has some people worred.
Fanny Lengacher has lived in her
modest home on the south side of
Phillipp: Creek for 42 vears. She
lived through the 1962 fiooding, and
she 1s directly across from where
the proposed berm wouid be buiit.
“All they need to do 1s dredge it
out,” she said, pointing to the creek
i her back yard. At that point, the
creek 1s little more than a deep

-ditch.

Her neighbor, Ron Shaw, nodded.
“It’s all full of sand.”

County engineers are aware of
the siliing problem in the creek, par-
ticularly at the bridges. And apian to
dredge it 18 mtegral to building the
berm.

“The dredging would offset

downstream what we're doing up--

r

stream,” said Tim Lawrence, a
storm-water engineer for the
county.

The county commuissioners de-
clared a state of emergency n
March to speed up several flood-
control projects, such as dredging
silt from under some bridges, clear-
ing vegetation and conducting a ma-
jor déredging of the creek.

The county also may build some
storm-water storage pounds south
of the berm area to capture water
when the creek 1s flooding.

e

This aerial view shows the fiooding from Phillippi Creek not

Bahia Vista Street in 1862.

The county would target 1o:
dredging the bridges over Phillipm
Creek, such as Tuttle Avenue, Ben-
eva Road, Bahiz Vista and the rail-
road, said John Goodkmght. county
director of transportation.

The whole creek needs dredging
to various degrees, mncluding the
oyster beds near the mouth oi the
creek at Little Sarasota Bay. The
oyster beds and other environmen-
tal wornies have bogged down past
efforts to dredge the creek.

And they couid agam.

“The environmentalists are only
going to ‘get in the way’ if the envi-
ronmental systems are going to sui-
fer as a result of human activity,”
said Jon Thaxton. conservation
chairman of Sarasota Audubon -

Soctety.

He said that typically happens
with larpe-scale dredging because it
-stirs up contaminants i the soil and-
pollutes the water.

Whether Audubon or other envi-
ronmental associations oppose the
project depends on the size, scope,
and effects of the dredging.

Piecing it together

The berm 1s a critical element for
protecting vulnerable homes in
those neighborhoods. But 1t 1s only
part of a complicaied puzzie of pro-
jects designed to allewiate flooding
in the Phillipm Creek — projects

| eventually expected to cost $33
" million.

The largest singie project 15 the
creation of a storm-water storage fa-
cility 1n the former celerv fields off
Frutville Road, just east of Inter-




state 75. The $28 million project
eventually wiil hold 325 million gal-
Ions of water — water that will not
be flowing downstream and into Co-
lonial Gables and Colonial QOaks.
Those subdivisions were flooded in
the 1992 storm. : ‘
"~ Since that flood, the county has
- bought the celery fields and been
* able to divert ramn runoff into it.
There has been almost no house
flooding in those neighborhoods.

But recent record ramns have de-
layed completion of that project, in
part because the county had to di-
vert storm-water there. The exca-
vation work is about half done.

*“It's been a horrendous sitnation
rain-wise. The project should have
been done, but 1t's just not,” Law-

_ BEATING THE FLOODS

rence said,

STAFF GRAPHIC/SCOTT WALKER

. Elsewhere in the Phillippi Creek
basin, more than $5 million in ant-
flood improvements have been
made, including clearing and widen-
ing the Main A canal that feeds nto
the creek and making smaller im-
provements in Lake Sarasota, For-
est Lakes, along Gocio Road, Red-
bird Circle and Roselawn Street.

i The ultimate goal of all this work
- from the berm to dredging to the
celery fields — 1s to get ramwater to
drain out to the bay without flooding
homes along the way.

Those who have been devastated
by such flooding see a solution as
the equivalent of preventing a
crime. )

“(Flooding) is about the same as
having a home invasion,” Bozer
said.

Key
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Sarasota County is |
spending millions
ot dollars to aftack
fiooding problems
with storage
ponds, dredging,
culverts and pipes.

© SARASOTA

Gulf "COUNTY .
Mexico
Englewood
1. Phillippi Creek Basin 8, North Creek Basin

Finished work: $5.2 million for
canal widening, culverts and
other projects.

What's left*: $27.8 milfion.
Completion date: 2002

2. Whitaker Bayou Basin
Firushed work: $188,000
What's left: $1.8 million
Cornpletion date: 2002

3. Hudson Bayou Basin
Firished work: $0

What's left: $4.5 to $6 million
Completion date: 2003

4, Matheny Creek Basin
Firnushed work: §0
What's left: $3.2 million
Completion date: 2003

5. Catfish Creek Basin
Finished work: $0

What's feft: $3.1 million
Completion date: 2003

6. Elligraw Bayou Basin
Finished work: $1.4 million
What's left: $0

Completion date: Completed in
1997

7. Clower Creek Basin
Firushed work: $699,000
What's left: 30

Compietion date: Completed in
1997

Source: Sarasota County Stormwater Utility

.. What's left: $307,000

Firished work: 30
Completion date: 2000™

9. South Creek Basin
Firushed work: $0
What's left: $2.2 million
Completion date: Not
Delermined**

10, Fox {Shakett) Creek Basin
Finished work: 80

What's left: $280,000
Completion date: 2001

11. Allizator Creek Basin °
Finished work: $0

What's left: $4 million
Completion date: 2001

12. Forked Creck Basin
Finished work: $106,000
What's left: $3.5 million
Completion date: 2002

13, Gottfried Creek Basin
Finished work: $0

What's left: $3.5 million
Completion date: 2002

"Includes projects under
construction, 1n design, or pianned
for the tuture,

**Changes could yst be made in
North Creek, South Creek and
Whitaker Bayou, because the basin
master plans are not completed,

Nola: Changes may still be made
iy projects.
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Silt fills a portion of Phillippi Creek in Sarasota, as seen from the Webber

Street bridge iooking north,

No room left in creek for water -

As waterfront residents on Phillipm
Creek, we have more than a passing n-
terest in the future dredging plans for the
creek flowmng through Sarasotz County.

The many sandbars 1in the creek have
evolved slowly during the past two years.
Heavy ramns flood areas that dran 1nto
the creek, causing water rushing toward
Sarasota Bay to Tise over the retaimmng
walls mn a few hours. The time it takes for
the floodwater to overflow the banks and
walls becomes shorter with every storm
and, it appears, with every new housing
development in the drainage basin. It
seems that there are more canals and
drains dumping water into Phiilipp:

Creek than the sand-filled bed can
accommodate.

In addition to the sandbars. a multituge
of items, ranging from beer cans to beach
chairs and bullding materials, wash
downstream durng floods and then set-
tle wherever they land as the water re-
cedes. This debris then caiches and re-
tains other debris, wnech begins the
formation of another sandbar.

It’s clear to those of us who love living
on the creek it 15 siowly bemng destiroyed
by acuons that we cannot control. The
talk goes nowhere. Just dredge 1t!

Laurie Thompson
Sarasota
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not well-orga-
nized, but they do have red and
white bumper stickers reading,
“Dredge the Creek.”

They have the attention of county
leaders.

"l was really shocked when [
found out the numbers of people re-
sisting the county’s project,” said
Sarasotz County Commission
Chairman David Mills. “We've had
50 much community support for the
project up unt:l now. This is going to
change the whole tenor of the
debate.”

Much of the debate is over.

The commissioners voted unani-
mously March 24 to pursue the le-
vee plan. [t calls for buying and de-
mohishing 31 homes along the north
side of the creel, near Bahia Vista
Street and Lockwood Ridge Road, to
protect the other 66 homes north of
the creek from flooding.

The plan also calls for dredging

the creek. On Tuesday, the commis-
sioners will discuss a $127,000 con-
tract for designing and obtaining the
permits for spot dredging in several
places where sediment restricts the
flow of the creek.

The $6.8 million cost of the levee
project is about $600,000 mare than
first estimated for the project. The
price increased as the plans for the
project were refined.

The county is in the process of
appraising the properties and plans
to start buying them as soon as Oc-
tober, when the county's fiscal vear
starts and the money in the capital
hudget becomes available. The ap-
nroval for the $604 million county
budget is in September.

-]

1

levee

STAFF PHOTO/MOD RILLINGTON

Jim Strickland is one of several other homeowners who oppose a Sarasota County plan to build a
levee along flood-prone Phillippi Creek. Strickland, 75, has spent $20,000 upgrading his home.

Sandra Newell, county storm-wa-
ter manager, said the project is mov-
ing rapidiy. But the details are not
set. She said it is still possible to run
the levee around a few of the
houses, depending on how close the
houses are to the creek and other
engineering requirements.

“Maybe there would be a way to
save them, if people are willing 1o
have their houses flood,”" Newell
said.

And the majority of homeowners
in the area do want to sell. Several

made emotional appeals to the coun-
ty for this project, because they are
tired of flooding and fear they will
rever be able to sell their homes.

Newell argued that there is a ben-
efit to the entire public, not just the
immediate homes affected.

That is because the more the
county does to remove or protect
homes that are in flood plains, the
better insurance premiums every-
one in the county gets. She could
not say what specific effect this pro-
ject would have on those rates. bur

.

her department was looking iato it.

Strickland understands that there
is a bigger picture than just his
home. He is pretty much resigned to
his fate.

“I guess I'll just have to take what
comes,” he said.

Rod Thomson covers the Sarasota
*County Commiission. He can be
reached by phone at 957-5199, fax at
957-5276, ur e-matl at
oesarail(diasn com



By Rod Thomson
STAFF WRITER

Jim Strickland wheezes as he stands
on his backyard deck and looks over a
slow-moving Phillippi Creek.

His despair is visible.

The cost of refurbishing the deck was
part of $20,000 he has spent on his home
in the past eight years, including a new
kitchen and a new septic tank drain field.

He was preparing his home, and him-
self, for retirement. Suffering from se-
vere asthma, Strickland, 75, knew he
could not keep driving & bus for the

Sarasota County government wants to build a
berm along Phillippi Creek to protect nearly 100

homes from floods.

school system.
Now, his retirement plans could disap-
pear beneath the tracks of a bulldozer.
“It's ike we just threw it all away,” he
said of the money spent on his home. “It
won't make any difference to them.”
“Them"” is Sarasecta County govern-

ment, which wants to build a $6.8 million
levee along Phillippt Creek to protect
nearly 100 homes that flooded in
November.

Even as county planners plow ahead
with designs to buy and bulldoze 31
homes along the creek, a small rebellion

huilds.

Ironically, the rebellion comes from
people the county is trying to protect
from flooding. Part of that protection
would be in the form of buving their
homes and razing them 1o huild 2 berm. a
mound of dirt tall enough to contain the
creek at its highest times.

But 13 of the homeowners signed
staternents opposing the berm part of the
project and want the county to dredge the
creek first to see if that eliminates flood-
ing. Those who oppose the project are

PLEASE SEE CREER ON 64
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Bushwhaecked

the state money to match federal | .
dollars. Without the state fundmg, J
the federal funds are uncertain.

And without the external aid,

“homeowners could have to pay

&\ Florida’s governor says ‘no” to $3 million in
W state funds for the septic-tank replacement.
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By Greg Hetsinas
© STAFF WRITER

Sarasota County's effort to re-
place septic tanks in the Phillippi
Creek drainage basin was dealt a
major setback Thursday when Gov.
Jeb Bush vetoed $3 million in state
funding for the project.

Bush cut the appropriation from

the 1999-2000 state budget. It was
part of more than $300 million in
projects around the state that were

targeted by the governor’s veto pen,
mcludmg several dozen other pro-
jects in Southwest Florida.

The veto doesn’t kill the septic
project, WhiCh has a budget of §90
million and is intended to install
central sewer lines for about 10,000
homes. But the veto could delay it
and increase the cost to county
taxpayers.

The county has set aside $30 mil-
lion from its 1 percent sales tax for
the project, but it was counting on

more to hook up o central sewer
lines. If the state and federal funding
had matenialized, the cost per con-
nection would have dropped from

PLEASE SEE CREEK ON 10A

B A list of vetoed local projects. [0A
& Gov. Jeb Bush sfashes $313 miilion
from the annual state budget 10A
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Gov. Jeb Bush put a dent in septic-tank replacement for the Phillippi
Creek basin by vetoing $3 million in state funding for the project.

Bush vetoes $3 million for Phillippi Cr (ock projec

CREEK FROM 1A

$8,500 a home to around .‘51,8@)0,
The program is still in the design
stages.

i “This will have a s:gmﬁcant effeut
on the project. I'm shocked,” said
Sarasota County Commissioner Da-
vid Mills,

i Bush had pledged to attack "tur-
keys,” or projects included in the
i$49 billion state budget by individual
ilawmakers but not recommended

(| Iby either the governor’s office or

state departments But locally, Sara- “as festivals and sidewalk projects

“There's absolutely no.way I con- -
sider:this project a turkey: Imnot -
"+’ that Upset with the governor,but.
he's new and was influenced by that

|sota County. officials had felt the
Phillippi Creek project was safe for
iseveral reasons: R

| Bush had expressed support per- -

sonaily for the project in a conversa-
,t:on with Rep. Nancy Detert, R-
Vemce thas _year; pollution in

/

Phillippi Creek may be harming the
Gulf of Mexico and causing wide-
spread damage; and decreasing the
number of septic tanks in Floridais a
Bush Administration priority.

Despite all that, the inclusion of
the project on a list of “turkeys” re-

leased this weel by Florida Tax- -

Watch probably doomed it.

Local lawmakers sa:d they
blamed the-pro-busiress group
more than Bush, criticizing it for
lumping septic‘tank replacement

. funds with very local programs such
+.Englewdod, The latter two projeets g
“were not vetoed 5

list. This just delays our progect by

‘at least a year,” Detert said. =

Bush said Thursday hlS mtent

-ta]ked to everyone on the gover
cnor's staff but the governor,’
“Broughton said. g

was to veto projects that did not
have an overall state benefit.
Detert said she was very sur-
prised by the veto, but didn’t feel it
was retaliation for her staunch oppo-

¥ . sition to Bush’s school voucher

program.

Also caught off guard was Saraso-
ta County's full-time lobbyist, Wil-
lam Broughton, who spent the 60-
day legislative session pximanly
pushing for three projects: Phillippi
Creek, $5 million for a new health
department building and $300,000
to expand the Elsie Quirk Library in

AWe did everythmg we could

f‘"a’(o"‘é??j

1ts impact, they took some solace in
the fact Bush has set up a task force
to study septic tanks. County offi-
cials are providing background re-
search for the panel and are lobbying
to have Sarasota County serve as a
demonstration project.

“We'll be right there when they
finish their work,"” said County
Commission Lhaarwoman Shannon
Staub.

Stilt, dozens of other Florida com-
munities need funding to replace
septic tanks, Several, including Sarn-
ibel in Lee County, also saw their
.5tate funding d:sappear Thursday.
They’ll robabiy be mg up foraxd

As lawmakers and county officials ~

talked Thursday about the veto and




“+pointed by Bush’s veto and

“their'hopes picked up last: ~ © .55
‘week when the proposed
-..federal budget covering the
~. Department of Houising dnd-

This time a federal budget watchdog
oroup takes aim at the Phillippi
Creek project.

- By Greg Retsinas
R * STAFF WRITER _ :

A Sarasota'County spending project has once again
been labeled as a budget "“turkey.”

This time, it is federal money for the Phillippi Creek
septic tank-replacement project that is drawing the
criticism. e .

In May, it was state money. Governor Bush vetoed
funding for the creek project from next year's state bud-
get after 4 pro-business advocacy group included the
$500,000 allocation on its an- i e
nual list of turkeys,:or pro-,

R -
i jects that either did not serve 093”)” these
" astatewidé need or were not
‘supported by'the affected ‘.
T.state agencies. * o

parochial projects do
.not serve the

Local officials were disap- oy .
tted by Bus i national interest.”
blasted Florida TaxWatch, =~ '

the: advocacy ‘group."Biit, /GOVERNMENT

T WASTE!

‘E'UrbanﬂD?‘-Y61.DAB'II}ex;gf{'apg:1=:ﬁ6,thérg_cjépq:pgp ents was an=i .
. nounced dnd included $T.5 million for the creek project:’

In response to,a state order to clean up Phillippi:

- Creek, Sarasota County plans to spend about $90.mil- -
lion to replace septic tanks that may be polluting the *
“creek. The county will install central sewer lines in |

‘much of the creek’s drainage basin, and the federal and
state funds would be used to defray hook-up costs
charged to individual homeowners.J-7% & JF Ty :

. Now it looks asif the Phillippi Creek project is just s ;

offensive to federal budget watchdogs:
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Miller, R-Bradenton. - o

“Clearly, these parochial projects
do not serve the national gnterest,”
claimed the Citizens Against Gov-
ernment Waste, which bills itself ag
the largest taxpayer watchdog
group in the country. The budget bill
still must move through the full

House'and Senate and could get L

even bigger.
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gmall enough that 1t Wil prosanyy -
survive, congressional aides said, .
hut the “turkey” label — again — .

still irks local leaders.

“I'm amazed —~ $1.5 million is -

how small in the whole scheme of

- these budgets? You can only take so

much,” said Sarasota County Com- -

mission Chairwoman Shannon
Staub.
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This time a federal budget Wafchdog
group takes aim at the Phillippi
Creek project. - T e e

By Greg Retsinas
STAFF WRITER . ,

A Sarasota County spendirig project has once again
been labeled as a budget “turkey.” - T
This time, it is federal money for the Phillippi Creek
septic tank-replacement project that is drawing the
criticism. T S e
¥ In May, it was state money. Governor Bush vetoed
" funding for the creek project from next year's state bud-
- get after a pro-business advocacy group inciuded the
' SSOO,}OOO allocationonitsans . " g ol o
nual list of turkeys,:or pro~,..wey s Gl
- Jects that either did nogserve . Uear ’Y,fhese :
* astatewide need or were not . i : 1
- Supported by the affected parochzal pl’GjEC‘{S GO
o oonotservethe . -

“istate agencies.” " |
Local officials were disap-~ """ ... . n
““pointed by Bush’s veto and ' N1ational interest.
- pasted Florida TaxWatch, - ¢7i7eng AGAINST,
- thetadvocacy 'group.YBil
“their hopes picked up las
. week when the propose
...federal budget covering th
* Department of Housing ¢

. Inresponse to;:
-.Creek, Sarasota Co

-“creek. The cotinty’will install central sewer lines in :

-~ state funds would be used to defray h
" charged {o Individual homeowners, s &
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#Urban Development.and other departments was an::
.. mounced and included $1.5 million for the creek project:!
' state order to.clean up Phillippir -
ity plans to, spend about $90:mil- .
lion to repldce septic tanks'that may be polluting the * -

- much of the'creek’s drainage basin, and the federal and -
00k-up costs’ ..

. Nowitlooks s if the Phillippi Creek project is justas -

Inareport released this week, s Washington “taxpay- - -~
‘pork-bar-

rel™ projects that had been put into

‘Turkey’ tag applied to creek funds
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the proposed budget bill. And
among the 274 projects is Sarasota
County’s $1.5 million grant, which
had been inserted by U.S. Rep. D
Miller, R-Bradenton.

“Clearly, these parochial projectg _
do not serve the national interest,” -
claimed the Citizens Against Gov-

ernment Waste, which bills itself as

. the largest taxpayer watchdog

oup i the country. The budget bill
glt'illp;nust move through the full

House'and Senate and could get -

even bigger.
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L~ 5= /779

- The entire $1.7 trillion f‘edera}?

"'t . budget is still a long way from reali-
' ty, and the Sarasota appropriation is-

small enough that it will probably
survive, congressional aides said,
but the “turkey” label — agam ~
still irks local leaders. o

“I'm amazed — $1.5 million is
how small in the whole scheme of
these budgets? You can only take s0
much,” said Sarasota County Com-
mission Chairwoman Shannon
Staub.
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By IRV EDELSON

~ Journal Reporter
Engineer Donald Smally this
mOrnng recommendged to the
County Commnussien it proceed
with the acquisition .of right-of-
way for ihe Phillippi Creek
Basin — 2 $7,854,800 dramage-
flood control and recreation pro-
fect, P

During a lengthy session on!

buying of the lapd,” the engi-
*[neer pointed out,

Comumissioner Huston shg-

ithat property owners will know i
| exactly what amounts is neec]ed‘l
Iby the county. i
Huston alse recommended the
eounty preceed with or withent

the aid of the State Recreation

gested the county’s first step'tse'i
in “flagging the right-of-way™ so i

- Parker said he would like to | year raimn that may or may not ?f cdn “'?L‘

see someone from the County :come.
Commission go to Tallabassee iIn -~ Chapman cited salé water in-

.an effort to determine if money - grusion and said he opposed the
,15 available.

necessity of clesing Mentelar

Commissioner Boyd Gern- e for the Phillippi Creek

|the Phillippi Creek Basm, twu-EBGard; the county can sena
| _ someone io Tallahassee # b

Persons suggested a bong issue e ¢ 1o probe
to raise an estimated 33,263,000 | the possibility of help while pro-

. _ {eeeding with whatever steps
m.cal shiare project be county- necessary in the meantime ge
wide rather-than for persons liv- l

felt.
m% n the district onty. Reviewing the U. 8. Corps of
ounty commissioners. en-| Engmeers report

] port, Smally pomni-
thusagstic_ about the project,] g out that the Corps® v
q_uestmzzed whether stafe recrea-| . ; P gngmeers
tion funds might not be obtained had seen fit to go much further
to help finance the project. than the county had intended

- - aleng the projeci, taking on

However, County Commus- |Jects now that the CGLIIH% ?iaéil} gi:
stoner Masel Huston expresseq |tended to postpone for lack of

féis doubts because Saraspts |{unds.
vuaré}ty voted 4-1 against thg No- i Smally said the main canai'tn.
: :m e; bond 1ssue authorizmg |Sugar Bow! will he Hnproved —i
xes rom the sale of sporting ifive {o six mileg bevend tize;
090 to be used for recreational |POmt the county intended to
purnoses. The taw passed state- | S1P The plans calls tor the m-,
wide, - iaret('fm_ents of Branch B .north’
. o Go h C;
Wllg?gmleer Smally, of Smally,!| eana f;"z?;agtrf;‘f Beaneh €
' 1 ] i
! es ::;‘G ariﬁ Nalven, consulting The overall project inciudes 15
@ égndegrz] 0 the county, recom-|miles of canails, seven strizciures‘?
mended | € county proceed with | and medifications to 18.bridges,
whipch will sgceur;leeeg;gm‘::é;“ﬁe}; i vederal government wanis
the project 15 purased 1o Tor assurance of local participation,

.hard said: “It would be worth

it, although 1 doubi if anything:
will be left when they fimsh
picking up the tab tor that cross-
state boondoggle.”

Additional points brought out
ts that the %7 million figure
takes o consideration the cost
of the Phillippt
through at U.S. 41, already at-

:lowed for i other plans, and

rightcl-way cests, much ol
which the county hopes will be
donated.

Starting with a $1 million
hond 1ssue, the first vear debt
service would pe $50.000, Gern-

was added to the issue annually
the tebt service would be m-
creased $25.000 a year—until it
was $£173,000 for the entire $3.5
million 1ssue, if that much was
needed.

Later Commissiener Fred
Haigh figured out that under
present millage value, the gross
millage needed for the §3.5 mil-
ton would be 12.1 mills, Over
three years, this meant three
'mills per year and over five,
i years it would be 25 mils per:
year.

The federal government would
be paying 58.4 per cent of the
cost and 41.6 per cent would he
paid by- local mterests, Haigh:

Creex cut-

cnt-ihrough at the Trail because
it would cause residents in the
avea a3 considerable hardship

‘in reaching US, 41

“Parker pomted out that weirs
and dams would stop salf wa-
ter mtrusion. Smally - confirmed
this.

Leslie C. Miller, Casey Key,

" ghairman of the defunct citizens

agvisory committee for the
Phillippi Creek flood control
project, said be was gverjoved
at the prospect -of the project.
He cited the increased value of
watertront property which will

{bring in more than enough tax«
hard mnoted. Then if $500,000

es io offset the county’s expen-
diture.

Alvim H. Dana, Riverview
High School teacher, urged the
comumission proceed with the
project rtather than delay in
awaiting outside help.

Both Robert E. Power and
Miller urged the bond issue be
county-wide hecause everyone
in ihe county will benafit.

Wes Burquest, celery grower,
‘epil conservation service mems-
ber and member of the Cham-
ber of commerce fload conirol
eommittee, sald Sarasota would
probably have one ef the nicest
well-organized waterways in the
state.

No officiai actien was iaken

]w;thaut a bond 1ssue — with
lwﬁhous: federat aid. r
Stakes should be niaced on

} the
ground, flagemg done ang maps

Smally said. The first sum want-
ed'z_s 22 per cent of the cost,
which s $1,165,000,

It was Board Chairman L, L.

drawn of right-of-way needed for
thﬁ project, Smally declareq. i
The _b]g money will be the|

Parker who asked abont -
tional board funds qn arezgfe"
lev_ei. County Afty. Richard &
Nelson pomted out that thé
Tecretional authority is proad

ang possibly the count i
obtain funds, Y might

‘noted. ! ipy the county commission.
William Chapman, 5373 Mong-: | °
clair Place, placed several
challenges agamst the project.:
‘He noted the county had voted
; against the recreational bond 1s-
{sue; noied that the competenl
engineers on whom the county
must rTely underestimated v
one-third the amount of fill that
wotld come out of the water-
way; bownted out the entire
program was based on a 100-

E—————— ]
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AUTHORIZATION LEGISLATION

SARASOTA ~— Three years
ago yesterday the 100-vear's
rain fell on Sarasota ecausing
Phillippt Creek fo overflow its
banks, flooding hundreds of
{homes and acres of land.

Since the devastating rains
the county has been seeking fo
iinstitute a fleod control pro-
jgram.

A study made by the US.
Corps of Engmeers determined
that the cost of the entire proj-
ect would be in the vicinity of
3%-million with approximately
M . million in federal funds,
and the county providing the re-
maimng 3314 - million.

YESTERDAY IT was learned
ihat the U.5. House had passed
an authorization bill which in-
cluded a $4,592.000 authorization
ior a flood control project in
Phillippi Creek.

Both the House and Senaie
nave passed bills on it, but
there are minor differences and
now it must go to the confer-
ence comimittee with passage
oy both houses agam necessary.

According o a comment
made in July by US. Rep
James Haley speaking after the
Senate Public Works Committee
nad inctuded the project in a
$1L.9-billion authorization bill, it
would remain inactive until the
county meets the conditions of
he project’s authorization and
“comes up with its share.”

Last November Sarasota
County residents turned down a
referendum fo finance its share.
Residents of a specially created
flood control distriet voted with
all county residents voting on a
1-mill emergency levy to be im-
nosed in any one given year in-
sufficlent funds were raised
irom the district,

TW0 WEEKS AGO, after a
confused session, the commis-

i
!
i

Phillippi Project
Bill Passes

ouse

sioners determined they would
contact the Corps of Engineers
for study of the feasibility of a
pay as you go phased fleod
contrpl project as proposed by
Commnssioner Johnson Warren.
A playback of the minutes indi-
cated the commissioners had
also approved placing the refer-
endum again on the Nov. 2 bal-
Iot.

- During a regular meeting this
week, the board rescinded the
action on the referendam and
voted 4-1 to place it on mext
vear's babot. Chairman L. L.
Parker cast the Jone dissenting
vote.

'

Venice Visitors
Guide Te Use
Circus Theme

£

(b

VENICE — The advertismg .,

and publicity committee of the
Venice Area Chamber of Com-
merce met yesterday afternoon
for the second time this week
and voted ip use a circus theme
for the cover of the 1366 visitors
guide.

The commitiee alse met Mon-
day afternoocn but no decision
was reached.

Also at yesterday's sessien, it
was voted to recommend to the
board of directors the chamber

'stape a confest among ad-

vanced amateur and profession-
al photographers for nex{ year's
cover.

If the contest is approved by
the directors, the advertising
and publicity commifiee will
work out other details.

Tentatively, a 550 prize has
been proposed for the winning
cover.

LN
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$1.5 Million Federal Project

Flood Control
Plans Speeded

For an initial investmoent of aboul $330.000 Sarasota county
may he abie to abiain a $1 5 million {ederal {lood control project
for the Phillippi Cieek and adjacent drainage basins

Planning for {be big walet conlrol development was moved
into high gear yesierday when spansors of the work—the Sara-
sela Soil Conservalion District, Sarasola-Fruwitville Drainage
District and the County Comumission—gave Don H Esiy, leader
of a watershed planning parly, the authority to proceed with
mote delailed plans of the program.

Fsty and a leam of six waler conliol expeits have been
studying the Phillippi Creck area for the past several weeks

Rapoting on prelimina y planning tor the work, Esry noted
{hat the couniy has thiee alternatives 1o relieve flonding which
caused more than $1 million in damage in the celery giowing
atea ensl of the cily last year Damages at the same lime to
homes in Sarasota’s suburhs from overflow from the creek has
never heen estimaled

The choives lisled v Fspy:

1. Improve Phillippi Creek and el olber areas be indepen-
dent mojects,

2 Divert sone [ood water into the Cowpen Slough area,

2. Connecl a canal system that is parl of the Sarasola-Fruit-
vilie Drainmge District inlo Catfish Creek which emplies inlo
the hay nesr Vamo, redueing about 75 percent of the Nood How
on Philiippi Creel

Fsiyv, whe is aleg an economisl, said {he latter plan was
the mnst feasible and also the most teasonable in cosi

'the meliminary planping was conducted to delermine if
the county wants lo proceed with the project  Armed with
yesterday's affirmalive action, Esry will initiate Jetailed plan.
ning. ‘

From there the project goes {o Coppress where i must be
included in the annual approptialion to the US. Depl of
Agricnlture,

(Confinged on Page 2, Col. 3
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The first slep in releving the
water bottlencclk at Philiippi Creek
and S, Highway 41 would cost
an eslimated $127,008, according
to word received today fiom the
State Road Departmend

To do a good job it will cost
227,000, according Lo the stale es.
timate received loday by Sarasola
Counly Commisstdners.

The slate is willlng o share a
pottion of the cost, up to about
$30,000.

The cut - through at the cieek
and the highway i3 being designed
to straighten the creelt so water
can flow more 1apidly into the
Guif of Mexico without causing up-
stream fleoding,

Al C. Church, ehief highway en-
gineer foi the state, said: “'The
county would he expected to pro-
vide construction costs for all work
outside the stale road right of
way. For ths work inside the
state road yight of way (estimated
to he $90,000) it I8 my recommen-
dation that, providing funds are
available, up to one - third of the
cost he met by ptimary road
fands "

Chureh continusd. "The 1omain-
ing two - thiids should he met hy
solme combination of secondary
yoad funds anrd counly funds, (olh-
er than the 7 - cent gas tax)
Should primary road funds not he
available, Sarasola County may
eleat 1o use greater amounis of
available secondary road funds ™

Tt was noted by the stale high-
way engineer thal the county wouid
have fo provide for protec-
tion of beats due to the increased
velneities of the water flow cre~
ated hy the cut - through.

"Il iz recognized' said Chureh,
“that the propesed first stage con-
struction will provide only pariial
relief frgm the weater stages obe
jected to. The remaining réstvie-
tion will resuly in velocities in the
channel which wili be difficult and
costly to protect agaminat. and
which will he hazardous for small
hoals Adequate protection ean be
provided in the channel apainst
destructive scour.”’

Chureh sald hecause of the
hazards involved in doing oniy the
first stage, it would be well to
pian for financing the ultimate
project at this time, The cost of

the fwll 200 - feot cut and the
hridges necessary to span it is
$227,000, according to Church.

The cost will be shared by the
connty and the state, with the
county fooling the bill for all work
ontside the right of way of US.
£1.

The idea 1s to make the 50 - foot
cut hetween the existing twe out-
tels under the highway This is
the first stage toward an eveniual
200 - font cul.

The bridges will have io he de-
signéd so thev can be extended,
the engineer said. .

Sarasnta Connty will he vespon- |

sible fer right of way, relocation ’
of existing street connectlon atj

Montelair Drive and the highavay,
alterations in waterfront proper-
ties.

County Conunissioner Boyd R.
Gornhard, who went to Tallabas-

sed Morday lo confer-wih-th |

state highway enginder,- safd It
would  he atmost © impossible
to meet property acquisition and
additional  county  construction
costs at this time.

Commissioners Johnson Warren,

James A. Spanos and Gernhard
are to meet with State Road Board
Member Warren Cason In
Tampa &t 2 pm, Monday tv go
over the proposal,

Lk



COUNTY OF SARASOTA

F L O R I B A

HISTORICAL COMMISSION

30 June 1986

Mr. Gordon Higel
2445 Webber Street
Sarasota, Florida 33579

Dear Mr. Higel,

This letter is writtem in response tc your reguest concerning
the origin of the name of Phillippi Creek.

Today's Phillippi Creek was named for a man named Phillippi
Bermudez, who was one of the earliest pioneers of the Sara-
sota area.

In 1847, U.S. Govermment Survevor A.H. Jones laid out the
section lines in the Sarasota area, then a part of Hillsbo-
rough County. Just two homesites were discovered by Jones
within the area now known as Sarasota County. Jones discov-
ered and recorded on his maps the homes of William Whitaker
and Hamlin Snell near today's Whitaker Bayou. Jones also
discovered and recorded the home of "Phillipi” along the bay
near today's Cherokee Park.

This man Phillipi has attracted the attention of historians
for over half a century. Not until recently, however, has
his true story come to light.

In 1315, Joseph Herman Simpson wrote in the Bradentown Herald
"There were a number ©f Spanish palmettc huts along the coast
and on the 1islands whose residents were engaged in supplying
the Cuban market with dried salted mullet and roe. Among them
were Phillipie, Pericc and Emmanuel. The manager or owner

of the principal ranch was the kind-hearted Phillipie...".

In 1946 Karl Grismer included in his book, The Story of
Sarasota, a very brief mention of Phillipi as follows: "...
there had been fishermen here for at least a century before
1895, First, itinerant Cuban and Spanish fishermen, like
Alzartie and Phillippi, who lived in palmetto shacks along
the bay or on the keys."

In 1983 Janet Snyder Matthews in her bock, Edge of Wilderness,
provided the most complete description of Phillipi and his

activities. Matthews portrays Phillipi Bermudez as a leading
figure in the early fishing industry. Matthews alsoc describes

701 PLAZA DE SANTO DOMINGO, SARASOTA, FLORIDA 33577



continuec, page 2

Phillipi's significant activities as an interpreter during
the Seminole Indian Wars.

In an attempt to provide information on the naming of Phillippi
Creek we have gathered the following from cur files.

A check of the 1860 U.S. Census did not reveal Phillipi
Bermudez, indicating that he may have left this area by that
time.

At what time, or by whom, the creek was christened as "Phillipi's"
i=s unknown.

The earliest notation of "Phillipe'’s Creek™ within our files
is on the application for a U.S. Post Office at Sarasota filed
by Charles Abbe in 1878. Abbe notes that the nearest creek
was "Phillipe's", one to two miles distant to the south and
east of the proposed post office.

The earliest map within our files which identifies "Phillippe
Creek" was drawn in 1883. The map is a U.S. Coast Survey and
extends from Tampa Bay to Charlotte Harbor. Many local land-
marks and waterways are named,inciuding "Phillippe Creek".

Cther maps and documents continue to identify the creek through
the years as Phillipi's with minor spelling changes, such as
Philippi and Phillippi, as it is named today.

Today Phillipi Bermudez is recognized as one of our earliest
pioneers, yet even he would be considered a "newcomer"” in the
eyes of a man whose fossilized remains were discovered in the
creek, in 1929. TLocal fossil collector J.E. Moore's discovery
was thought to be several thousands of years old. The skeletal
remains of "Phillipi Man" were sent to the American Museum of
Natural History in New York City where they were lost, before
their true age was determined.

If you would like to further study this subject please let us
Know.

Respectfully,

John F, McCarthy
County Historian

JM:gmd
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Keiths were key members of Chicago Colony

{ he couple in the photo look as if
they could have just stepped out of
an F. Scott Fitzgerald novel. Actual-

Iy, 1t is Nettie and Edson Keith, who in
1916 built their home in what 1s now
Sarasota County’s Phillippi Estate Park.
They were part of what has been called
the “Chicago Colony.”

After Bertha Palmer came to Florida's
Gulf Coast in 1910 and envisioned this
area to be an American Riviera, her en-
thusiasm lured a number of her family
and socialite friends to Sarasota Bay to
build winter homes, Her son, Honore,
built a home called “Immokalce” where
"The Landings subdivision now is. That
building 15 gone, but the home built by
Stanley Fickd, a bit north of The Land-
inys, still exists as the Field Club.

Stanley Field was the nephew of de-
partment store developer, Marshall
Field. Not only had Edson Keith's father
been in business earlier with Marshall
Field, but also Edson’s brother, Waiter.
Stanley Field and Honore Palmer were
married to sisters, These families
formed the nucleus of Sarasota’s "Chica-
go Colony,” of which the Keiths were a
part of,

Edson Keith was a Remalssance man,
He read Latin and Greek and was fluent
in French. He graduated from Yale with
a degree in Enginecring and followed
that with a Law degrec from Columbia.
To follow his first love, music, he went
to Paris to study and performed with the
Paris Opera. He stayed in Paris five
years and left only after meeting Nettie
Keener who was traveling through Eu-
rope with her parents. Nettie came from
Denver. Edson followed her there and
they were married in Denver in 1891

After 24 years i Chicago, where Ed-
son took an active part in the businesses
s father had started, the Keiths moved
to Sarasota. When Edson and Nettie
moved to Sarasota they left business
behind. The Keiths differed from their
friends, who built escapes from Chica-
go’s harsh winters, in that Edson and
Nethe moved to their home to live there
year-round, They did so from 1916 until
Edson died in 1939,

The couple’s home was nearly self-suf-
ficient. On their forty acres were citrus
trees, a vegetable parden, chickens, and a
cow. When they moved in, Edson was 53
and Nettie 46. Since Tamiami Trail did
not exist yet, the building materials for
the house were brought mostly by barge.

Socializing was also accomplished
mainly by boat. The Keiths® grandson,
Frederick W, Keith Jr, reported hearing
stories of elegant parties where Parisian
gowns were worn. One party inciuded
valet parking for boats at the Field
house. He also shared memories of the
family boating to Siesta, then walking
through jungle to a cottage the family
maintained on the beach. Their friends
had sumilar cottages and Frederick re-

A LOOK BACK
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Edson and Nettie Keith on thewr dock on Phillippi Creek.

members large parties where they'd all
gather coquinas and large pots of coqui-
na broth would be cooked for the group.

The Keith house was an amazingly
elegant building that was created in
what was essentially a jungle. The sever-
al bathrooms all had hot and cold run-
ning water. Not only did the house have
electncity, but the dock was also electn-
fied.

Frederick recalled that in addition to
the house, there was a two-story frame
house for some of the servants, a laun-
dry, tool shed, pump house and water
tower, a chicken coop and hen ruan, a
barn used to store farm equipment, &

house for the farmer and his family, and
a chauffeur’s house and garage.

To manage this estate, the Keiths
neaded considerable help. According to
Frederick, they had a butler, cook, one or
two maids, a laundress, a farmer and a
chauffeur, who looked after the furm
cquipment and pump house as well as
the cars and boat,

— Pat Moberg,
volunteer and research associate
Sarasota County History Center

For additional information on this subject or
another refating to Sarasota County's history,
cail 861-1180. The History Center s located at
701N, Tarmami Trall, Sarasota, FL 34236.
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Annunl report on property leased By oo evvoninniivmnnmiaaaig 21L 32
Ware River, Virginis, preliminary exemination of...... 1452, 32
Warren, Winslow, services rendered by ..o voovosnenaiti ot 317, 28
Washington Aquednct, sale of certsin lands pertaining theretoe.... ... 327 33
AWesb Branch (Newton Creek), New York, preliminary exsminstion of . 32 28
West Haven Harbor, Connecticut, preliminary examination of.........| 274 28
West River Harbor, Connecticut, preliminary examinstion ofiu.. il 27, 23
Whitefish River, Michigan, preliminary examination of.. ...i BB 28
Winston & Winston, servicos rendered by ceeeevnaanen .4 122 28
Withlacoeches River, Florida, proliminary examinstion of ... wers] 158, 32
Woodsburg Channel, Hempstead Bay, New. Yorlk, preliminary i .1
A0 OF. 1rvvrssnnnmsvansrenasarnsenren tmmnnn surymnrone panonnwunans 168, 28
Y. -
Yoguine Bay, Oregon, preliminary exsmination-of..... reunmesvwunrmens] 227 .82
Yollowatone Nationnl Park: : . M o
Appropristion for IMpPrOVIDE..e.evrenessvnesun snanesnervnenanssea] 4671 232
Commissioner of, 8818y 0f . cocusavinnesvunsraneenrmrsnanes sunnneos 164 .32
o
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Fesaels,

Number | Lennage

Steimers ... .

il 5 250
Salling vessels ... ... ] 75
Yaehty .. .. .. 5y 500

Eat]‘matcd number of passengers carried by waler, 1,760. g
Estimated percentage’of total trade of neighborhood carried by witer, 1603
cent.  Probable inerease of trade were tho improvement completed, 50 per cony’

The 1iver and harbor act approved September 19, 1890, contained ahks
item for “improving, dredging, and deepening the chaunel of Chafys;
lotte Harbor and Pease Creek, Florida, to the pier at Punta Gorda, theg
terminus of the Florida Southern Railroad, thirty-Ave thousand dollarsE)

Under this appropriation a survey of the deep water of the im'th‘f);:
was made from Boea Grande Pass to Panta Gorda. There was fouitd
at that time w chaunel depth of 19 feet at menn low water on the ba
at the pass, 9 feet upon the shouls south of Cape Haze, and 10 féefd
upor the shont pear the wharves at Punta Gorda. The 1ise of tidél
about 2 feet. An estimate was made for dredeing a chiznnel 300 feet,
wide and 23 feet deep through the bar at Boca Grande Pass. "Thé
amount of this was $353,000. A separate estimate was made for fornik
ing achanuel 200 feet wide and 12 feet deep from tle wharves at Pontdi
Goida to the pass, The amount of this was $127,500. The 1eporb
upon this survey and description of the harbor may be found in t}ib,
Chief of Iingincer’s Report for 1891, p. 1646 et sey i

Work was inaugurated under the project for the 12-foot ehannel, estis
mated to cost $137,500, and the funds expeunded in diedging the chan®
nel rear Punta Gorda wharves, The work thus fur accomplished haSis
resulted in forming . channel 300 feet wide for a distance of 300 feobii
in fiont of the wharves, 160 feet wide for a distance of 4,729 feet, nilFs
120 feet wide for a distance of 1,764 feet, where it connects with thes
12 foot contours. The total length of the diedged cut is 6,793 feebs
Over nearly the whole of this length the depth is in excess of 13 feetEink

By reason of the nearly exhausted condition of the appropriation fo'l; e
t]li)S work, no dredging was done during the fiscal year ending June 30

1804. :

A survey of the sheal north of Cape Haze was made in May for thé:i
purpose of determining the best location in which to develop the 123 4
foot channel over these sheals when additional funds are made avail
able for the work. B

It is estimated that 835,000 ean be profitably expended upon this

_2 %

R R

BT
i
&)

g

1K

MEh
bl

work during the fiscal year ending June 30, 189G .

Charlotte Harbor is in the collectinn distriet of Key West, and Punta Gorda is thed;

nearest port of entry; nearest light-house ia Gasparilia Light, and the pearcst forb3s
is Forg Taylor, Fla ’ 1

. HMoney statement.

4
July 1, 1893, balenco unexpended. .. et e e

e e cowws e 11, 503,69
Juno 30, 18054, swount expended during fiseal year. .. .oooonenn i

11,15 39
319.30

Amount (estimated) required for completion of existing project....... 92,500 00
Amountthatean beprotitably expended in fiscal year ending June 30, 1886 35, 000.00
Subinitted in complicnee with requirenients of sections 2 of river mnd

Berbor nets of 1866 and 1867 and of sundry civil aet of March 3. 1893.

July 1, 1804, balanee unexpended. ..oouevvarreuan e e

COMMERCIAL BIATISIICS.
Commerce of Charlotte Havbor, Florida, during the year ending December 31, 1893

[Furnished by Mr Alvert W Gliehrist. of Punta Gords. ]

) Gross | Lstimated
Articles tonnage 1 valuo

mitlen ..o 333 i $12 903
%.:'t"ﬂiia. 460 §.00)
Gradbel ooeeen 3129 al 5352
Laumber. rezgh llU 3300
Lumsber, dregse Y '.'.2;) e 22’;
Merchandize ... i 122,42
Orsnges. sy - U00 0. 40
Plosphate, pobble “_55. 443 . 884, 670

Arrivale and departurcs of vessels for the year cnding December 31, 1593.

Kind of vessel © Arrivals r TNepariurcs
1
1
HA - Tons. E Ng{.j Tans,
SUERMErs v e inmnon o ; 50 G0 501 50 591
Sailing vesdels e . E ;1‘3 i el ifi | 13 400
TaCHIB o 0 vnane e e e . i i 3 o} 10 ]

OBl ot e e e e e ] mi 74.1':;' mi 74121

Estimated percentage of total trade of neighborheod emried Ly water, 50 per
cent., Probable incresse of trade wers the hnprevement completed, 130 per cent.

O 1o.
Ih[i’i?()‘-’thENT OF SARASOTA BAY, FLORIDA

An examination and survey of the bay was made in 1880, The
report thereon, with the projeet for improvemeut, is printed on p. 1617,
Vol. IL, of the Report of the Chiel of Engiucers for 1890. An appro-
priation of $3,000 was made in the act approved Septemberﬁwgyloﬂo,
for “improving Surasota Bay from Tampa Bay to Sarasota, Fla.

A navigable channel, with a minimwm depth of & feet, extends
throughout the length of Big Surasota Bay, excepting in two renches,
Palma Sola Pass and Long Bar, which have a total length 05,400 feet.
Tn these reaches the available depth was 4.3 and 3.5 {eet, respectively.
The tidal range in the bay is 1.5 feet,

P

- g s b
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The present approved proj : | !
' T ' hroject ealls for the formation-of a cont
%h{m}clei,h 10{(? feet \E"xsde and b feet deep at mean low water, froiﬁ"I‘%“'ig'}"‘)i’s'
28y 1o tae town of Sarasota, Fla., o distanée of 214 mj at an ‘¢st
mated cost of 817,500, T ' ¢ of 213 miles, at e
1231} 3 e,
The following amounts have been appropriated for this work: = * 3
By aet of— -
Septerber 10, 1890 ..oy o v s PO
July 13, 3890 .0

With these amounts dredging has been done upo i ¥
§1‘1)oz;1 which has resulted in co?mecting the 5-1"0(3%} c%x;t’g]oeltatls &%)1?&:1 ¢ fﬁ
4,202 feet Jong, of which a length of 1,673 feet is 38 feet wide With'u
denth of 6 feet,. while for the remaining 619 feet the cut is 40 feet widgieies
and from 5 to 6 feet deep. A total amount of 6,456.5 cubic 'yar&s"ic‘)%h o

sand and shell, measured in place, has been remo 1in
: 3 i ved. T ¥ 1
tion shows that this cat has not ﬁlled in, he lastexamm_:}.

Sarasota Bay js in the collection disbrict of Tamna ‘\Yil. h i
entry. Noarest light-house is Bywont Key Light. P f{ear(;;tl;lIgtttquﬁff$§;I£:Et7

Z iRt
ey
ol

Money statement, -

July 3, 1893, balunce unexpended.... .. ... ... .. ..
June 30, 1894, amount expended during fiseal year. .. 117"

July 1, }894, balsnce upexpeunded.......

COMMERCIAL BTATISTICS,

Comumeree of Sarasota Bay, Figrida, Jor the year ending Decomber §1, 1593,
[Furnisbed by 3y T H Gillespie }

Gross | Batimated

Articies
tonnage valus

Cattie ... ! -
Tertidizers 2
Trujty . 2
Grain ... k4
Hides .. E
Hongy, sirup, ofe) . oo -
Lumber, rough and dressed | "uo
Merchandise. ... ..., ... 200
Granges .. ; 190
Yepetubles ... 423

Total 1,101

'

Estimated number of passengers earriod by water—na lists kept. i
“I‘.B[!I!flted pereentage of total trado of neighborhood enrried by water, 75 1
cent. Probable incrense of trade wero the improvoment comploted, 260 pdr’ceut-‘

O 11
IMPROVEMENT OF MANATEE RIVER, FLORIDA.

Manatee River rises in the southern part of Florida and flows in a4
westerly direction, emptying into Tampa Bay on its southern shore.”

For o distance of 12 miles from its mouth it has the characteristics of 2%

an estuary. Tor 10 miles the settlements along its banks are almost
continuous. They comprise the towns of Manates, Hendrix, Ellenton,
Pabnetto, Braidentown, and Palma Sola. Oranges and vegeiables are
raised in large quantities. From the fine ranges along the upper river
hides, wool, and sheepsking are ‘exported. Phosphaté deposits bave
been discovered along the river and mining operations are being car-
ried on.’

-Befole improvement in the estuary the general depth of the ziver
varied from 7 to 20 feet. At the mouth there was a long shoal with a
depth of 7 feet. Between Palmmetto and Braidentown there was another
bar covered by from 3 to 5 feet of water.

An examination of Manatee River with o view to ifs improvement
was mude in 1881. A report thereon, dated February 16, 1852, with
plan of improvement is printed as part of Appendix XK 25 Aunnpuanl
Report of the Chief of Fngineers for 15882, :

PROJECE OF IMPROVEMNENT.

To form a channel 100 feet wide and 13 feet deep from Tampa Bay
to Shaw and MeNeil points, ab an estimated cost of 870,000. This proj-
ect was changed in 1887 with a- view to obtaining a chonnpel 100 feet
wide and 8 feet deep from Tampa Bay to Manatee. The reasons for
this change, together with a map of the river, will be found on p.
1109, Annuanl Report of the Chief of Bngineers for 1885, 'The revised
sstimate was §73,000.

WORK DONE ARND RESULTS OBTAINED.

The following appropriations have beeu made for this work:
Act ofw

August 2, IBB2....iuniannon .o §12,000
Auvguat 5, 1836, .. . 1,000
August 11, 1888..... 5, 000
Beptember 19, 1890. - 6, 069
July 13,3892 . .. i a B, 000

Total........... e e 10, 000

In 1590 the modified project was completed. The appropriation of
$6,060, made September 19, 1890, was not considered sunificient to per-
mit the extension of the project, and was held until thé appropriation
of July 13, 1892, made the sum available $12,000.

An examination made in June, 1892, showed that the cuts made dwr-
ing and prioy to 1890 had been well waintained and that a clear chian-
nel 100 feet wide and from § to ¢ feet deep existed over the entirelength.
At the same time an examination was wade of the outer bar and of the
bulkhead lying in the mouth of the river between Snead and Shaws
points. It was found that an available ehannpel depth of more than 9
teet already existed on the outer bar, and that o cut threugh the buill-
head above refersed to could be so located that advantage could be
taken of the direction of the currents, so that its permanence would be
rensonably assured. The steambeoat men were very anxious to have
this cut made, as it would materially shorten and straighten the chan-
nel and avoid the necessity of crossing o long streteh of water having
a depth of only 8 feet. In view of these fncts, it was decided to adbere
to the original project of 1882, confining operations for the present to
making o cut 100 feet wide and 12 feet deep at mean low water through
the bulkhend ot Snead Point. A cubat this point was adopted becanse
of the immediate advantage it would give the trade of the river as far
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672 REPOKL OF LTHE CHIEF ©F 5ot oeis |, u
APTROPRIATIONS
| For last thve fsend joars only )
Oct 26 31912 contributes] Dy ool it Q8 e
Jaly 101074, Babnce unexy o bed oo e
July 1, 1215, badanee wnexpen el
CONSOLIDATED.

Amounnt expendet on all projects to June JU 1313
NEW 0T v m e e e e e e

A N LRI L @ sttt e s e e = 2 e e e s e
Ampunt expende ) during fisca. s ear endin: Jane 10 ! 1913 191
MEW V0TI, ... .. N .00 i 11 0

Maintensnse. . ... e e P

AFPROPRIATIONS.
|For last Ove 8scal years only §

July 1. 1914 balance unexDentied o o e
July 3, 1013, balapce unespended. v v m v e

16 SARASOTA BAY. FLA.

Location~—Sarasota Bay is a shallow sonnd on the west coast of
the peninsula of Flowida, separated from the Gulf of Mexico by
chain of low sand kevs. At its northern end it connects with the
southern extremity of Tampa Bay. (See U. 5. Coast and Geodetic?
Survey chart No. 16) The improvement includes Little Sarasots§#sd
Buay, a smaller sound immediately to the southward. %

Original condition~—3arasota Bay is about 20 miles long and fromgk
one-half mile to 3 miles wide. The natural depth varies from 4 to 1388
feet, with deeper channels near the passes connecting the bay withis
the gulf. Little Sarasota Bay is about 10 miles long and from 300
feet to three-quarters mile wide, with depths varving from 1 to_‘;i-
feet. It is connected with Sarasota Bay by a narrow waterway;
about 3 miles in length. formerly known as “The Mangroves.” The
entire waterway is obstructed by oyster bars, sand flats, and some;
bowlders DBefore improvement the minimum usable depth in thes
channel in Saiasota Bay was 3 feet at mean low water, except in $W70
reaches aggregating 3400 feet in length. where the depth was from3
3.5 to 4.8 feet. In little Sarasota Bay the usable depth was not o\{t}f
1 or 2 feet, while the channel between the two bays was dry at lovg
water i

Previous projects—XNone. Gkl

Present project —This project was adopted in part by Congress
in the river and harbor act of September 19, 1890, and is based ongs
pians and estimates presented in report of Capt. W. M. Black, Corps;
of Engineers, dated November 27,1859 (H. Ex. Doc. No. 61, 51st COHg&'
st sess.). The project presented by Captain Black contemplatedy :
a channel 3 feet deep at mean Jow water and 100 feet wide thrmlgi-1

g o
*‘3 i
Sarasota Bay from Tampa Bay to the town of Sarasota, and 3 gg
deep and 75 feet wide {from Surnsota to Cuseve Pass, at the southef’% I
extremity of Little Sarasota Buay, the improvement to be effected DY NG
dredging, at an estimated cost of $37.500. Only that part of thﬁ__,-

hi 3

profect fiom Tampa Bay te Sarasota was adopted by the act of
September 19, 1890, The estimated cost of the work required was
10,5005 increased in September, 1892, to $17,500. By the river and
harbor act of June 3, 1896, the extension of the improvement to
Caseys Pass was authorized The cost of the entire work was then
estimated at $55,000. By the river and harbor act of March 2, 1907,
the improvement was extended to Venice, about 2 miles east of Caseys
Pass, at the head of a small sound called Dona Bay. To cover the
new work the estimated cost was increased to $70,000, and in June,
1911, it was again’incrensed to $95,000. The project as modified
provides for n channel 100 feet wide and 5 feet deep at mean low
water through Sarasota Bav from Tampn Bay to Sarasota and 75
feet wide and 3 feet deep at mean Jow water through Little Sarasota
Bay from Sarasota to Venice The estimated cost of the work is
§95,000. 'Lhe length of the section included in the project is about 38
miles. The tidal variation is 15 feet.

Operations and results prior to the fiscal year.—Channels 100 feet
wide and & feet deep at mean fow water were dredged through ob-
structing bars and shoals in Sarasota Bay, completing the project
channel not less than 100 feet wide and & feet deep from Tampa Bay
to Sarasota.  Channels 3 feet deep at mean low water, and from 18
to 38 feet wide. avernging 50 feet, were dredged throngh bars and
shoals between Sarasota and Venice. The total expenditure in this
work was §97,589.20, of which $75,677.87 was for original work and
$21,911.23 was for maintenance,

Operations and results during the fiscal year —There were no field
operations during the year. The expenditures were in purt payment
for U. 5. deedge Swresofe and outfit, and for contingencies.” The
amount expended during the fiscal vear was $7.647.43, all of which
is chargeable to work of maintenance,

Condition at end of fiscal year—The project is about 83 per cent
compieted. Dulkhead cut, at the eatrance from Tampa Bay, and
Leng Bar cut. in Sarasota Bay, remain in good condition, affording
the full project depth and width. Longboat cut, in Sarasota Bav. is
shoal, affording only 3 feet. This cut, however, is not now in use.
bui the boats are using the natural channel by way of the upper end
of Long Key, in order to touch at landings on the kev. In this chan-
nel there ave scattered bowlders and rocks, which are dangerous, ex.
cept to navigntors thorvoughly familinr with the channel. In Little
Sarasota Bay the dredged cuts remain in good condition with an
available depth of about 3 feet. The maximum draft that can be
carried over the shoalest part of the improvement is 5 feet from
Tampa Bay to Sarasota, 3 feet to Caseys Pass. and 3 feet to Venice.
The total expenditure under the present project, to June 30, 1915,
has been $1035.236.88, of which $75,677.87 was for ariginal work and
$20,558.76 was for maintenance.

Local cooperation.—None is vequired by the approppiation act.
Local parties have buile wharves, some of consideralle length, to
take advantage of the improvement, and these are commonly apen
Lo general use of the community.

Efect of improvement—"This improvement has contributed ma-
terially to the development of the Sarasota Bay region by making a
tegular transpot tation service possible, and by reducing the cost of

SHTS —xg 1015——43
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entrance. (See U. 5. Coast and Geodetic Survey chart No. 17) Its
£ totnl length is about 50 miles. The section under improvement ex-
tends from the mouth to Rye, o distance of 22 miles.

Originel condition—For the fist 12 miles above the mouth the
river is a tidal estnary from one-half mile to 1 mile in width. TFrom
the head of this estuary to Rve the width decreases from about 600
feet to about 80 feet. The entrance is obstructed by sand Bats and
bars. Before improvement the depth over the bar at the entrance was
from 7 to § feet at mean low water. Inside the estuary the general
depths varied from 7 to 20 feet to as little as 8 feet nenr tllebupper
end. Above the estuary the depths ranged from 1% to 14 feet. The
limiting depths were 7 to 8 feet over the bar; 6 to 7 feet to Palmetto
T miles above the mouth; 3 to 5 feet to Manatee, 81 miles above the
mouth; and 1} feet to Rye, 92 miles above the mouth. The head of
navigntion is the bridge at Mitchelsville, 2 miles above Rye, and
the length of the navigable portion is 24 miles, ’
Precious projects.—The first project providing for n channel 100
feet wide and 13 feet deep over the bar, and up the estnary ns far
as Shaws and McNeills Points, was inaugurated in the river and
harbor act of August 2, 1882, A modification of this project provid-
ing for an 8-foot channel to Rocky Bluff (later limited to Manatee},

transportation to the markets. Before the railroad entered the
territory the water route was the only means of communication with
the supply and distribution centers. The entrance of the railread hag’
lessened the importance of the water route, but its existence has kept s
freight rates 25 to 50 per cent below what they would probably have 58
been without it. R
Proposed operations—Available funds ave believed to be suff.”
cient to complete the improvement and {o maintain it during the fscal/
year ending June 30, 1916, The following estimate for the fiscal year &

o

1917 15 submitted:
For operation of U 8§ dredge Serasola und other plact, for malntenance Y
Of IOV @M e e e $2, 5(

Commercial statistics—The water-borne commerce on the water
way during the ealendar year 1914 amounted to 10,574 tons, valued
at $526.016, consisting of fish, gasoline, ice, lumber, and miscellaneous:
articles. The extension of the railroad in the Sarasota Bay country:
has materinlly affected the volume of boat traffie. :

Compardative stafoment.

Year
was approved by the Secretary of War on December 15. 1888, A
o further modification. providing for a cut-off into Terra Ceia Bay,
TR was adopted by the river and harbor act approved June 3. 1896  For

scope of previous projects, see Appendix, page 1829, The amount

expended on all projects prior to the commencement of operations

under the present project was $69,350 80, of which $53.707 60 was for
Amount expended on ail projects to June 30, 1915: i original work and $15.643.20 was for maintenance. '

R 11 [cuent project—Ihe present project was adopted by Congress in

: ; K the river and harbor nct of March 3. 1905, and i based on plans and

e estimates printed in House Document No. 117, Fifty-eighth Congress,

Financial summary,

O e et et e e o e o e
secondl session.  The project contemplates the continuance of the im.

Amount expended during fiscal year endling June 30 l 1353 i P.I'U\ cment Of the river under the pr(}jECt then in forece and its exten-
slon to provide a channel 100 feet wide and 9 feet deep from Me-

New work,., .. $10,117 04 Neills Point to Rocky Bluft, a distance of 8 miles. and 15 feet wide
Maintenaneo...... and 4 feet deep from Rocky Bluff to Rye (Brownines Landing), a

distanee nf 104 miles. The former projects, thus continued in force
provide for a channel 100 feet wide and 13 feer deep from Tnmp:;
e (For st five fscal sears only.] e ; ﬁnt‘ tn 1\[(310311}5 Poipt, a distance of 41 miles. and for a cut-oft 100
Mt & 90811 I et wive nnd  feet deep from the river into Terra Ceia Bay, a dis-

o OO e tance of 0.66 mile. The plane of reference is mean low water in the
Jower viver and mean low stage in the upper. nontidal poition. The
‘Inprovement is to be effected by dredging obstructing shoals. The
®stimated cost of the new work proposed was 233.710, and the total
(008t of the improvement, including the old projects continued. was
eshimated, in 1905, at $140.052. No approved estimate of cost of
Maintenance has been made. but maintenance iz now estimated at
Ei?abf)_?(‘ pet annum. The fength of the section inciuded in the project
$ 2= miles in the river and 0.66 mile in the Terra Cein cut-of The
tidal vanation is 1.6 feet at the entrance, 1.3 feet at Roclkv Bludl
'111% miles above the mouth), and is perceptible at Rve (22 miles
:‘l-r:{?.‘;f?_tlle.month} at times of low w ater in the upper river. The
'%(:l-:-ttmn 1 water surfuce jn the upper river due to freshets is pbout

ATIROPRIATIONS

July 1, 1014, balance unexpended. .o e e e
June 30, 19135, amount expended during fiscal yenr, for maintenance
O DD OV CINEIT L L et o m - o s e s e e s e

July 1, 1015, halance uneXpenieto o oo e m s e e

Amount that can be profitably expended in fiseal yeur ending June
390, 1047, for maistenunce of HRPIOVEIIEN mw o cw e v e e e
17 MANATEE RIVER, FLA. :

Location~This river rises in the northeastern part of Manate®f
County, in the westein part of the peninsula of Florida, and flows,
westwardly, emptying into Tampa Bay at its southern end near the
A

%

! Exclusive of the balance snexpeuded July 3, 1915
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‘,s‘ﬁ:; APPROPRIATIONS - :?T'f 16 BARASOMA BAY. F1y RS
i ’,(_“ ;—gi {For last ive dsend years only.} 5,1‘:1; wi‘f" . ‘o :
g %i‘.; Tuly 25, 1912 Rz et G Location and deseripiion—3arasota Bay is o shallow sound on the
g Mar. 4, 1003 ... T s e e 320, 008, 0 = west coast of the peninsula of Tlorida, separsted from the Gulf of
e T 4, 000 g % Mexico by a chain of iow sand keys. At its northern end it connects
XS ﬁé’ July 1, 1013, batance unexpended. oo . ooee oo . 8 414 g9 with the southern extiemity of Tampa Bay. (See U. S. Coast and
! Tuly , e Geodetic Survey chart No. 16.} The improvement includes Little
T TN sy L 2926, bulance wnespended.. 8, 41d g . Garansota Bav. a smaller sound immediately to the southward. Sara-
% eyt Tuly 1, 1916, outstanding linbilties _._______ 77T ' 14‘0‘3 m DRIASOLL Day. A 2 , DLELE Ard. woal
g -4 i i gotn Bay is about 20 miles long and from one-half to 3 miles wide.
T,'.E‘ g July 1, 1016, balance available. .o Lo ________ :_Mm i Little Sarasota Bav is about 10 miles long and from 300 feet to thiee-
b i % quarters mile wide. It is connected with Sarasota Bay by a narrow
FONTHRUTED Fyns A 0% waterway about 3 miles in length, known as “ The Mangroves™
Amount expended o all projects to Tune 30, 1916 - o 2. Original condition—~The natural depth in Sarasota _B‘;l}" varies
NeW Work oo $15.540 i = from ¢ to 12 feet, and in Little Sarasota Bay from 1 to 5 feet. The
TN i entire waterway is obstructed by oyster bars, sand flats, and some
% bowlders. Before improvement the minimum usable depth in the

~

channe! in Sarasota Bay was 5 feet at mean low water, except in two

Amount expended during fiscal year ending June 30 ' 1914 W15 igl‘?':':f : , reaches aggregating 5,400 feet in length, where the depth was from

NOW WOPK, .. oo o mmsae s saee e s oae e eaeemeneano o] §1 558 04 Tl . 8.5 to 4.3 feet. In Little Sarasota Bay the usable depth was not over

Maintengnce : T T R R TR PR i } 1 or 2 feet, while the channel between the two bays was dry at Jow
' Y, water. The mean range of tide is 1.5 feet.

i

3D

Previous projects.—None.

AFPROPRLATIONS. 4 3 Lwisting project—The existing project was adopted in part by the

{For wast fve flscul years oaly ] ;fz 2 river and harbor act of September 19, 1890, which provided for a

Oct. 26, 3912, contributed by local interests._____._.____________ $20, 000 6‘() :, channel 5 feet deep from Tampa Bay to Sarasota. (H. Doc No. 61
) . e L 51st Cong., lst sess, and Annunl Report for 1890, p. 1615.) It

Jaly 1 3915, balasce unespended. oo 4, 450.4D ¥ was modified by the river and harbor act of June 3, 18968, which
Tuly L1916, balance unexpended. .o .- 4,456 40 & extended the improvement to Caseys Pass, at the lower end of
CONSOLIDATED {é . Little Sarasota Bay, the depth of the extension being fised at 3

) g . feet. It was further modified by the river and harbor act of

Amount expended on all projects to June 30, 1016 : ‘rﬁl 1‘ March 2, 19807, which extended the 8-foot channel to Vgnice‘ As
N W W OLR o e et e e Y2197, 125, 55 4% modified, the project provides for a channel 100 feet wide and 5
MAIRERBARCC oo i Teel deep ot mean low water from Tampa Bay through Sarasota Bay

R 5 to Sarnsota and 75 feet wide and 3 feet deep at mean low water

Amount expended during Gseal year ending Susse 3. [ 7. through Little Sarasota Bav to Venice. The improvement is to be
effected by dredging through shoals. The originally estimated cost

N O, L o aireas s s Was $37,500 for the work from Tampa Bay to Sarasota, increased to
Mutntenance : $55,000 to cover the extension to Caseys Pass, and to $70,000 to cover

the extension to Venice. In 1911 the estimate was again increased to
$95,000. The length of the section covered by the project is 3$ miles.
The mean tidal variation is 1.5 feet. For latest published map see
House Document No. 844, Sixty-third Congyess, second session.
Operations and results during the fiscal year—Examinations of

AFPROVPRIATIONS.

[For lust five fiseal yvears

July 25, 1902 ! ;

I%cqtr 'Ei: %&lg contributed by local interests...._.________________ § 2 the channel were made and tide gauges were established and read.
B T ——— _ Ay L Part of the cost of care and repuair of the dredge Sarasota was
July 1, 1013, balance unexpended oo oo 12§74, 45 ol chaiged to this improvement. The amount expended in this inci-

Taly 1. 1916, bal dod T W degtaldwork was }.?1,61%55, c}mrgeub‘;e to maérf‘ltenance
F 1, « balance wnexpended.____________________ 12, 874. i’ ondition at the end of the fiscal year—The project is about 85
July 1, 1916, outstanding Wabllities. ... 777777 ________Ei?g 8" Per ceng completed. € hm{nels 1]20 fee'é wide and :%J feiet deep at mean
Tuly 1, 1916, balance gvailable.. . e 12,8008 i OW water have been dredged through shoals in Sarasota Bay, com-
TR iy Pleting the project to Sarnsota. Channels 3 feet deep and from 18

Iy - " b )

; Cologsabatenes e T Bt by gasviousls curtled as Charlotte Harbor i I to 58 feet wide, averaging 50 feet, have been dredged in Little Sara-
' - i ¢ Sota Bav., To complete the project the channels in Little Sarasota

b i 0¥ muost be widened to 75 feet.  The controlling depth at mean low

s
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7 2{0 : f I T B - 933"_ e -
waler is & féet from Tumpa Bay to Sarazota, and 23 feet to Venjce'inidie: T . :
. v * 2 £, cnende e figer e r 3 IR 5 13
At extieme low tides of winter these (il‘[}thﬁ are reduned 1 irﬂ()ti % li' Amvunt expended during fiscal year ending June 30 l 14 \ 145 l THs
The total expenditure under the existing project has been 106, g . ! S R
853.18, of which $75,677.87 was for new work, and $31,175.81 wa F o imance. ‘ SLali (4] %Al
for maintenance. - VA 4

Local cooperation—None, (g
Effect of improvement —This improvement has contributed matel$
yially to the development of the Sarasota Bay region by making;

APPRODRIATIONS

1 Vor last five fGseal sears aply 1

a regular transportation service possible, and by reducing the cos L SO 13 000 00

of transportation to the markets. The entrance of the raiiroad int AT T U 13. 000. 00

this territory has lessened the importance of the water route, bt F T e eo. 2 300.00

its existence has kept freieht 1ates 25 to 50 per cent below what theyl = e ) 5 13

would prababl h'}z"e bee?l without it P ! By uly 1. 1915, htlARCe URESPENUCU. o ou-omoo e or oo o e 19 806 13
| ably I N ’ june 30, 1816 amount expended during fiscal yent for maintenance L e

) . 616 B9

YRR
Proposed operations—Funds now available will be applied L
dredging and removal of bowlders, for maintenance, as requireds
and to widening the channels in Little Sarasota Bay when the nee
of commerce require this to be dene. The work will be done by,
hired labor with the U & dredge Sarasofe and attendant plant
At present the width of the channel in Little Sarasota Bay is suffiz
cient for the small commerce carried by the boats that use the light
draft channel provided. Pending an increase in the commerce,or
the placing of larger boats on the run. no work that can not be doné
with the funds available is contemplated. and no estimate for addi;
tional funds is submitted. ' T
Recommended modifications of project—0On March 18, 1914, ¢he
Chief of Engineers recommended further improvement to the ex;
tent of providing and maintaining a channel 100 feet wide andif
feet deep at mean low water from Tampa Bay to Sarasotn, at fan;
estimated cost of %92.000. with $3.000 annuaily for maintenancg?
{See H. Doc No 844 63d Cong, 2d sess ) g
Commercial statistics—The water commerce for the calendar ye
1915 consisted of fich fruit and vegetables. gasoline, ice, plants an
shrubs, and miscellaneous merchandise. The tonnage for the yenlfag
amounted to 8,554 tons, valued at $385.088. a reduction from thbks
et , 5

tonnage of the previous year of 23.6 per cent. The water-borne comy
merce of this localitv has been steadily declining for some yesrgig
The traffic is handled in light-draft steamers and gasoline boats' {08
and from Tampa. ‘ :

Comparglive stelement, 1
i
w ;:P
Calendar year. Tons Valug,
0 17, M7 H
1t . 10,574
) R 8, 534

Financial summary

Amount expended on all proejects te Tune 300 1016
I WK L o e o e e e e e et b
Malntenance

T e e e e 2 e e 2t 0 e e e e e e o o e e

-Bay nt its southern end and near the entrance

about 15 miles

" at the entrance was from 7 to § feet at mean low water
“estuary the general depths v
.3 fect near the upper end.

. from 1§ to 14 feet.

£
"
=

Of THADEOVEIIENE oo e S s

18 189 5%

July 3, 1014 balance unexpem?e}i _______________________________
July 1. 1914 outstanding HabilHEes. v oo e 0. o0
Juiy 1. 1916 balance avaliable. o e e e - 17. 789 57

Amount appropristed by river ami hatbor aet approved July =0 .
LY LD e — e oot e o B R g T 2. 500600
1917 e e 20, 289 57

Balanee avallable for fiscal year ending Tune 30,

17 MANATEE RIVER, FLa

Location and descrintion—-This river riges in the western part of

the peninsula of Ilorida and #ows westwardly. emptving into Tampa
See U. 5. Coast
end Geodetic Survey charts Nos. 16 and 17.) Tts total length 1s
Tor the first 12 miles above the mouth the river 1s a
bidal estuary from one-half mile to 1 mile in width. From the head
of this estuary to Rve. 22 miles above the mouth, the width de-
creases from about 600 feet to nbout 80 feet. The river is tidal as
far as Rve (22 miles). Above Ryve the fall is slight and the current
is moderate. The drainage area Is nbout 430 square miles
Original condition—Before improvement the depthr over the bar
Inside the
aried from T to 20 feet to as little as
Above the estuary the depths ranged
The limiting depths were T to § feet over the
bar; 6 to 7 feet to Palmetto, 33 miles above the mouth: 3 to 5 feet to
Manatee, 74 miles above the mouth: and 13 feet to Rye, 22 miles
ahove the mouth. The head of navigution is the bridge at Mitchell-
ville, 2 miles above Rve. and the length of the navigable portion 1s
24miles. The range of tide is 1.6 feet at the mouth and is perceptible
at Rye« '
Previous projects —None. _ )
Ewisting project——The existing project was adopted in part by
?’he river gnd harbor act of August 2. 1882, which provx__dz;d for the
Improvement of the entrance from Tampa Bay to )Eci}eﬁls Point.
(See Annual Report for 1882, p. 1318 ) It was modified by the
river and huibor act of June 3, 1896, which provided for a cut-off

7





