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What you can do to 
protect these watersheds
•	Reduce fertilizer and pesticide use
•	Never dispose of paint or toxic 

materials in storm drains
•	Always pick up pet waste
•	Protect native shoreline  

buffer vegetation
•	Remove exotic plants and  

replace with natives that create 
wildlife habitats and corridors.

•	Install a cistern and use  
rainwater for irrigation

•	Tell your neighbors about  
the importance of watersheds  
and their protection

•	Visit the Florida House for  
more ideas on how to make your 
yard watershed-friendly

Do You Live Within Either Of These Watersheds?

Red Bug Slough is a sub-basin of the larger Phillippi Creek watershed 
which is itself a part of the larger Sarasota Bay watershed.

Close-Up View of Red Bug Slough Sub-basin

watershed is 
the land area 

or drainage basin 
from which surface 
water runoff drains 
into a slough, canal, 
stream, river, bay  
or other body of 
water. Watershed 
protection improves 
water quality, 
preserves natural 
habitat and provides flood 
control for local residents.

A Threats to watersheds
•	Toxins in stormwater runoff
•	Habitat loss
•	Changes in historic patterns

What Sarasota County 
is doing for watershed 
protection
•	Using a Watershed 

Management approach to 
balance the water needs of 
people with those of nature. 

•	Implementing ecological 
restoration of county natural 
areas, such as the Red Bug 
Slough Preserve.


