
Sarasota County Stormwater Environmental Utility (SEU) Study 
Performed by Wood Environment & Infrastructure Solutions, Inc. for Sarasota County 

TECHNICAL MEMORANDA: 

 

#1: Stormwater Management Practices, Procedures, & Methodologies 
Review of Annual Stormwater Operations and Services, Capital Improvements Projects Implementa-
tion, Level of Service Determinations, Inspection Procedures, Billing Practices, Tracking System for 
the Equivalent Stormwater Unit (ESU), Credits Computation for On-site Stormwater Practices and 
Discharges to County Systems, Master Account File and Annual Billing and Assessment Roll Prepara-
tion Process. 

 

#2: Assessment Report 
 

 

#3: Development Review & Stormwater Permitting Process 
Assessment of the current development review and permitting process as it pertains to the SEU, in-
cluding review practices and decisions which directly impact SEU functioning. Specific areas of im-
portance, relative to the SEU, in the development review and permitting process include the link to 
the SEU database, potential staffing needs, and inter-organization communication and coordination. 

 

#4: Stormwater Credit Inspection Procedures 
Review of inspection procedures for stormwater credits, and how they are integrated into the SEU 
methodology. Objective, scope, focus, frequency and internal use of inspections were evaluated. 

 

#5: Stormwater Assessment Credit Analysis 
Breakdown of mitigation credits by rate class, with analysis of revenue impacts, and policy impacts. 

 

#6: Comparison of Sarasota County SEU to Similar Florida Stormwater Utilities 
Review of other Florida stormwater utilities (SWU) that operate stormwater management programs 
with comparable services, similar size and function to the Sarasota SEU, with recommendations for best 
management practices used by other SWUs that might be considered for adoption by Sarasota County. 

 

#7: Review of Current SEU Billing Rate Structure  
Sarasota County currently maintains a stormwater utility billing system based on the land use (rep-
resented by the rate code), lot size, and/or the effective impervious area (EIA) of each parcel. The 
current land use-based rate structure was initially developed through engineering analysis of data 
collected in the late 1980s. This analysis examined whether the current rate basis continues to be 
viable or should be changed to incorporate more recent data on impervious area. 

 

#8: Findings & Recommendations for SEU Improvements 
Summary of findings and recommendations for improvements to the Sarasota County Stormwater 
Environmental Utility, including SEU structure, policy, and operational practices that were reviewed 
during the study. There are general as well as specific recommendations for improvements in the 
policies and practices for the County’s consideration in updating the SEU assessment process, docu-
mentation of policy, and optimization of SEU administrative operations. 

https://sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/upload/documents/Tech-Memo-1-Summary-Current-Practices-Task-2-5-31-19-Wood-FINAL.pdf
https://sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/upload/documents/Tech-Memo-3-Development-Review-Task-4-5-29-19-Wood-FINAL.pdf
https://sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/upload/documents/Tech-Memo-4-Inspections-Credits-Task-5-Final-10-14-19-Wood-FINAL.pdf
https://sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/upload/documents/Tech-Memo-5-Credit-Summary-Task-6-5-16-19-Wood-FINAL.pdf
https://sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/upload/documents/Tech-Memo-6-Utility-Practices-Comparison-Task-7-May-2019-Wood-FINAL.pdf
https://sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/upload/documents/Tech-Memo-7-Rate-Structure-Impervious-Task-8-5-16-19-Wood-FINAL.pdf
https://sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/upload/documents/Tech-Memo-8-Methods-Recommendations-Task-9-Final-10-14-19-Wood-FINAL.pdf

