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Bay Scallop Facts

o Scallops serve as an
indicator species for the
health af an ecosystem.

o Scallops filter out excess
nutrients and bacteria;
an adult when feeding
can filter more than 3.5
gallons of water per hour.

o Such filtering leads to
improvements in water
clarity and light pene-
tration — both are
beneficial to eelgrass
survival and, as eelgrass
thrives, so do scallop
populations.

* The average life cycle of
the bay scallop is about
2 years.

* Our caged spawner
sanctuaries could pro-
vide an increase in the
potential amount of
scallops to be recreation-

ally harvested legally.

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE:
Volunteers load cages onto a
boat; cages are lowered into

the water of a selected sanctu-
ary site; volunteers collect spar  §
bags; they then search for spat
(juvenile scallops) on the bag;
and a bay scallop underwater
(photo by Staphane Dumont).

CALL

Through partnerships and with the help of dedi-
cated volunteers, Save The Bay works to restore
bay scallop populations in Narragansett Bay and
South County salt ponds.

History

A prevalent species native to this area, the bay
scallop (Argopecten irradians) was so abundant

a hundred years ago that Greenwich Bay was
dubbed “Scallop Town" and Rhode Island served
as a top scallop supplier to New York When
eelgrass beds in Narragansett Bay began to die
off in the 1930s as a result of wasting disease,
pollution and shoreline development, the
scallops disappeared too.

Today there is no serviceable fishery for bay
scallops in Rhode Island. Most scallops sold by
seafood retailers and served in local restaurants
travel here from Mexico and China where they
are bred in mariculture facilities. In some cases,
“scallops” are, in fact, imitations cut from the fins
of skates and rays.

Restoration

For more than a decade, Save The Bay has
been restoring eelgrass beds, the scallops’ ideal
nursery and habitat, as it provides protection
from bottom-feeding predators. In 2007, we
turned our attention to the scallops.

Utilizing methods developed by NOAA's North
Cape Shellfish Restoration Program, we focused

our efforts in Narragansett Bay to determine
whether these restoration techniques could be
transferred to a larger, open system through the
use of caged scallop spawner sanctuaries.

Cages provide protection from predators and
give the broodstock of scallops a chance to
spawn. Through spat bag collection and dive
surveys, Save The Bay determines success by
an increase of spat (juvenile scallops). Past
monitoring has confirmed that our broodstock
does indeed spawn.

In May 2010, some 20,000 scallops were placed
in Point Judith Pond to boost the populations
there. This three-year project is a continuation
of the successful work done by NOAA'’s North
Cape Shellfish Restoration Program.

Our Partners and Funders

Save The Bay coordinates shellfish restoration
with cooperation from local, state and federal
agencies, including the NOAA Restoration
Center, Rl Department of Environmental
Management, the Coastal Resources
Management Council and YMCA Camp Fuller.
Save The Bay's scallop restoration project has
been funded by NOAA Fisheries Restoration
Center and Restore America’s Estuaries.

To learn more about our scallop restoration
projects, contact us at 401-272-3540, x117.
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