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alternatrve to a proposed :V.E.S. T proJect 

January. 2008 

Members of the Environmental Committee have spent many hours in study of the 
benefits and drmv backs tor a N.E.S.T. project within our community. \Ne are in total 
hannony in recognizing the value of such a project and propose that we go forward after 
an initial smaller "test project" wherein appropriate plants are chosen, planted and survive 
a one year period. 

The N.E.S.T. program is explained in detail in accompanying attachements.The 
prime benefits to our environment are listed as follows: 
• Well established plants on our pond banks filter storm drainage waters. 
• Established plants stabilize the soils and retard erosion of the banks. 
• Plants provide shelter to native wild life. 
• Plant seeds provide a source of food for wild life. 
• Appropriate plants should enhance the ascetics or our cun-ently ''ban-en" pond banks. 

Our prime concerns relate to the ongoing drought conditions. While the N.E.S.T program 
has worked well in other areas, those communities relying solely on "storm waters'' to till 
the drainage ponds have had questionable results. The extreme variation in water supply 
as caused by the ongoing drought demands special attention and care in assuring plant 
survival. While the proposal submitted by Aquatic Consultants provides for a favorable 
guarantee for survival, there are limitations on any guarantee. The exceptions on the 
guarantee are significant and should not be overlooked. 

The proposal as submitted by Aquatic Consultants calls for approximately 4 plants every 
12 linear feet \vith 5 rows of plants, we would have approximately 20 plants in a 150 sq ft 
area. With the average mature plant having a spread of 18 inches off center, such a mature 
planting would basically be one hundred percent coverage of the exposed pond bank. 

Proposal: 

We plant an assortment of appropriate plants on several of our pond banks in limited 
quantities; assess their abilities to survive under our drought conditions; note the 
advantages and disadvantages ofthe species in relation to the N.E.S.T goals: test our 
community spirit in providing volunteer support and manpo-wer, and consider a full 
N. E. S. T prqj ect in the future. 
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Summary of Project 

The Venetia Community is located in South Venice with dual access points from 
Jacaranda Blvd. and Rt 41 at the Woodmere Park Blvd intersection. Our community is 
within the ''Lemon Bay Watershed Area". The community consists of 643 residences of 
mixed use; condos, villas and single family homes. 

We use the Venetia Wetlands Map as drawn by Florida Design Consultants and dated 
1 O/J5.i97 as our guide in ministering to the over 500 acres of the site \Vhich includes the 
property owners, wetlands, drainage ponds, weirs. sump areas, preserves and buffer areas. 
For ease of identification, we have numbered 49 sites on the referenced map to be 
monitored on a semi-monthly basis to assure compliance of both State and Sarasota 
County Environmental regulations. Our contract consultants is ·'Aquatic Consultants''. 

The aforementioned tive sites have been chosen with consideration given to the 
principalsas set forth on the "Sarasota County Neighborhood Grant Program"' project. 

Individual sites have been selected to assure that new plantings will: filter surface water 
drainage, reduce soil erosion, provide a habitant for native wild life, provide a natural 
food supply for native wild lite and provide a more aesthetically pleasing appearance. 

Estimated Direct Expense for plants: 
125 plants ..... Contract price ... to be negotiated at$ 840 

Consultants fee .................................. to be negotiated at$ 200 / 
Community Direct Expense ...... .tertilizer 15 lbs@ ).5 
Total Contract Expense .............................................. $ 1040 
Community Expense ..................................................... $ 25 
Total Project Expense S 1065 

Respectfully submitted by The Venetia Environmental Committee 

Jeremiah Seely as chairperson ,'vfarylou ffoller as co-chairperson 
Tum Henry Jean Weher Carol Roberts .V/arion Oakley 



Venetian ( 'ommuni(v- Enviromnental 
planting guide & proposed maintenance program 

Januw:y 12. 2008 

Site: Drainage Pond# 20 per ··venetia Wetlands Map'' 
Location .. opposite 4273 Corso Venetia Bini. 

Proposed planting location: South Bank. cluster weir. 40 linear ft. 
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This location has been chosen due to visibility of entire community as this 
is a main access/egress road. The drainage site collects street drain "vaters 
and tilters waters to a preserve area. At its best, it is a shallow pond 
subject to algae and weed gro\\-th.There is no irrigation on site. \Vatering 
must be by hand as (by planting time) this pond will be nearly dry. Plants 
have been chosen to test survival conditions and to provide good eye 
appeal.There are no direct abutting residences. 

Plant by contract. 
Four rows ... plants 3ft apart ... cluster P/\Veed and Golden Canna to sides of 

GulfMuhly. 
* 18 Gulf Muhly .. (plant 3 ft apart in ti·ont of weir) 
* 12 Pickerel Weed (cluster on one side ofGulfMuhly) 
* 10 Golden Canna (cluster on opposite side of Gulf Muhly) 

**"'**40 plants total*****estimate cost$ 250 

Water tvvice \Veekly until established ...... \veak fertilize every two weeks 
until established. Maintenance by volunteers- estimate two hours with 
four volunteers, twice weekly .. for four weeks = 64 hours ... 
Fertilize program estimate two hours times two volunteers. do twice,= 8 

We need six volunteers for this site as watering will be a problem until the . . 
rams arrive. 



Venetia Communi(v- Enrironmental 
plant inK guide & proposed maintenance program 

January 12. 2008 

Site: Drainage Pond# 6 per .. Vendia Wetlands Map'' 
Location .. behind 4987 Bella:I'etTa Drive 

./ . 
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Proposed planting location: N(W ~orner- approximately 40linear feet 
_,r· 

This location has been chosen as abutters sprinkler system can be 
modified to maintain plants in drought conditions until seasonal rains 
prevail. Plants have been chosen to test survival conditions during 

extended drought as this pond levels fluctuate extensively (t1ve feet!). 

Neighbors have been notified & have a positive attitude. 

Plant by contract. 
Four rows ... plants 3ft apart ... cluster P/Weed and Golden Canna 
* 10 Pickerel Weed (cluster) narrow plantings on lowest row) 
* 12 Golden Canna (center plants on curve of pond) 
* 18 Gulfwfuhly .. (plant 3 ft apart to assure top ro\v· coverage) 

*****40 plants total***** estimated cost$ 250 
Watering twice weekly by abutter. .... weak fertilize every two weeks 
until established. 

We \vill need two volunteers to maintain these plants for one month. 



Venetian Community- Environmenral 
p!anling gttide & proposed maintenance program 

.Janum:v 22, 2008 

Site: Drainage Pond# 35 per '"Venetia Wetlands Map·· 
Location .. enter \Voodrnere Rt 41 entrance 

tirst pond on left 

Proposed planting location: center of pond. 

page 5 

This location has been chosen due to visibility of entire community as this 
is a main access/egress road. The drainage site collects street drain waters 
and filters \Vaters to a preserve area. It is a shallow pond at best subject to 
Water Lily growth if left Wltreatcd (this could be a problem!). There is no 
irrigation on site.The pond usually has a wet bottom and watering should 
not be necessary with these plants. Spike Rush is on site and needs to be 
divided. 

There are no direct abutting residences. 

*Plants on site and by contract 
*Divide Spike Rush in pond and replant f1.11o dumps spaced appropriately 

do\Vn the ponds center axis; we will have three Spike Rush on this site. \ " 
*~lant 1\VO rows ofCord.Gra~s to block view~ofweir.(8 plants) c· ·(._ 
*"'***10 plants total***"'*est1mated cost$ 7) ) · 

Watering Spike Rush not necessary. Water Cord Grass only. 
Maintenance by volunteers- estimate two volunteers (g) one hour with 
twice weekly .. for four weeks = 16 hours ... 
Fertilize program estimate one hour times one volunteer. do twice. = 2hrs 

W ~ n.eed 2 community bolunteers to sustain these plants tor a short 
period of time. 

-··- ·----------·-----·-·- , __ ------- -------~---------~----------



Venetian ('ommunity-Environmental 
planting guide & proposed maintenance program 

JanUWJ' 12, 2008 

Site: Drainage Pond# 30 per ··Venetia Wetlands Map'' 
Location .. enter Woodmere Rt 41 entrance 

second pond on left pond 
corner Natale and Via Del Villette 
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Proposed planting location: SiE bank to retard erosion but not block view 
of abutting residence. 

This location has been chosen due to visibility of entire community as this 
is a main access/egress road. The drainage site collects street drain waters 
and tilters waters to a preserve area. It is a shallow· pond at best subject to 
Water Lily gro\\th if left untreated (this could be a problem!).There is 
irrigation on site and requires abutting residences agreement to modifY 
sprinkler system.The pond usually has a wet bottom and watering should 
not be necessary with these plants. 

The single abutter is cooperative but "loves the view unobstructed". 
The source of the bank erosion is a mystery. 

*Plant by contract 
*Plant two rows of Purple Muhly to block view ofweir.(8 plants) 
*Plant 9 ~ Arrowhead to retard erosion 
* * * * * 17 plants total***** estimated cost $ 100 

Water Purple Muhly only; two volunteers, twice weekly, 
one hour each session equals four hours .... Fettilize, one volunteer at 1 hr, 
do every two vveeks ... 2 hrs 
Watering Arrowhead may not be necessary if on site sprinkler system can 
be modified. 

We will need 3 volunteers to maintain these plants for one month_ 



Venetian Communi!}'- Environmemal 
planting guide & proposed maintenance program 

.!anuw:v I 2, 2008 

Site: Drainage Pond # 13 per '·Venetia Wetlands Map .. 
Location: offCorso Venetia. past ··ctub House .. 

on left. corner of Corso Venetia & Vecenza DriYe 
behind condos 

Proposed planting location: S/W bank ... cluster plantings 

..., ..., 
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This location has been chosen due to visibility of entire communitv as this 
is a main access/egress road. The drainage site collects street drain \11.,-aters 
and filters waters to a preserve area. [t is a shallow pond. There is no 
in·igation on site. The pond usually has a wet bottom but higher plantings 
on slope will require watering until rains an-ive. 

Abutting residence owners have proposed cluster planting as opposed to \ J 
complete bank coverage. o'\' 
*Plant two rows of Purple Muhly to block view of \Veir.(8 plants) 
*Plant 18 Pickerel Weed and Golden Canna in curve of pond nearest 

Corso Venetia. 
*****26 plants total***** estimate cost$ 165.00 

Planting by contract. .. 
Watering of Muhly and others estimate four volunteers @ one hour with 

t\vice weekly .. for four weeks = 16 hours ... 
Fertilize program estimate one hour times one volunteer, do twice.= 2hrs 

Comnumity volunteers required yo maintain plants ...... Five 
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