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1923 Drainage Design Map

• Fruitville Drainage District – 1920-40’s

• Originally platted by the Florida Mortgage 
Investment Corporation (original design 
concepts presented to Society of Civil 
Engineers in 1887)

• Sarasota area was very poorly drained



Focus:

• Phillippi Creek – maps and published 
records suggest significant sinuosity 
meandering northeast and then east

• Whitaker Bayou and Hudson Bayou –
marginal creek systems (bayous)



“Mucky” Sawgrass Marsh Systems    
(Yellow)

• Tatum Sawgrass

• Big Camp Sawgrass

• Little Camp Sawgrass

• Fragmented Ponds and Marshes (Whitaker 
and Hudson)



Ridges (Pink)

• Lockwood

• Bee

• Tatum

• Intermittent Coastal Ridge – IBSS



Plan of Reclamation (1923)

• Black lines are drainage ditches (not roads)

• Mains A ,B, and C (major arteries)

• Network of smaller cuts (centers of the ponds)

• Tatum Sawgrass System - flowed south



1923 Drainage Design Map

Tatum Sawgrass System

Lockwood Ridge

Tatum Ridge

Bee Ridge



Design Criteria (1880’s) 

• 6-10’ deep cuts

• Deepest part of the sawgrass ponds

• Straight configurations to maximize flow 
and conveyance to the “drainage outlets”



Impacts

• Creeks altered to become “drainage outlets”

• Lowered water tables

• Drained the ponds and marshes for agricultural 
and later residential development; reducing 
storage capacity in the wetlands

• Maximized flow creating “flashiness” as 
development occurred

• Original systems was expanded in 1960-70’s to 
remediate flooding to maximize flow



New era: Management (1990-present)

• Celery Fields Stormwater Facility

• Regional retrofit to reduce flow

• Septic to Sewer and WWTP Consolidation

• Dredging

• LID



Summary

• Drained our “Kidneys” for reclamation

• Enhanced flow and flashiness

• Issues in tidal creeks may relate to habitat 
loss via physical alteration and ”flashiness”


