American Oystercatcher chick development: hatching to fledging
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INTRODUCTION ~ CHICK DEVELOPMENT

Florida’s American Oystercatcher Population
e Statewide population estimated at 350-400 pairs (Douglass and
Clayton 2004)
¢ 15% of Florida’s American Oystercatchers (Haematopus palliatus)
population nests on 3 large dredged spoil material islands in
Hillsborough Bay, the northeastern region of Tampa Bay, Florida, USA
(Hodgson et al. 2007, 2008, 2010).

Study Purpose
e Photograph known-age oystercatcher young from hatching to fledging

RESULTS

* Photographs of known-age chicks show the morphological development from
hatching from day 1 to fledged young-of-the-year approximately 45 days later,
and post-fledging development through day 95. Chicks develop through 5 non-
flighted stages, each lasting approximately 7 days, for well-nourished chicks.
Much inter-individual variation occurs, related to the provision of adequate
forage.

development stage days / stage
small downy 1-7
medium downy 8-15
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We monitored nesting in association with local dredging and

Oystercatcher territories on suitable shoreline habitat
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