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J s r j - E ~ r y ,  l l t h ,  1912. 

Mrs. P o t t e r  Palmer, 
"The OaksfJ 
Osprey, 
F l s  . 
Dear n?idair. : - 
Replying t o  your l e t t e r  of the 1 0 t h  i n s t . , I  m 
not  very f%milisr with t h e  s m l t a r y  laws of  
F l o r i d s  but 8s I understsnd i t  sny person p o l l u t i n g  
any publ ic  water which woula be a xenarlce o r  
de t r i r~ le r~ t  to publ ic  h e a l t h  would be l i a b l e  f o r  
s e r i c u s  d%m%geS, and Undoubtedly if  the mat ter  
w%s C3JXed t o  the a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  s t a t e  board 
of' h e s l t h  t h e  condi t ion v~ould be inves t iga ted  
irunedi t ely . 
If ss s matter  of f a c t  t h e  p a r t y  c o n v e y i ~ g  the 
sewerage i n t o  the Bay does so on t h e i r  own 
r i p q r i a n  r ights  %nd the  sewerage i s  conducted 
f%r enough i n t o  the water t o  prevent any unhealthy 
affect I f e a r  th!i?Pewould be no redress .  
However I suggest  t h s t  you i n v s g t i g a t e  the  matter 
of the owner-ship of the  riparLsr! r i g h t s  i r *  f r o n t  
of  the property from tvhere the  sewerage cones 
and i t  may be found t h s t  such riparman r ights  
are owned hy prlr t ies  from whom YOU ~ i l l ~ h t  g e t  
corlt roll. 

Y(>urs very r e s p e c t f u l l y ,  

sbe / e j l .  

This letter is from A.B. Edwards, a real estate broker and Sarasota's first mayor (1914-1915), to his 
friend Mrs. Potter Palmer, who eventually purchased over 80,000 acres of land in Sarasota County. Mrs. 
Palmer died in 1918, and in 1934 Edwards helped to negotiate the purchase of part her land, Meadow 
Sweet Pastures, from the estate of her brother Adrian C. Honore. That 17,500-acre purchase was the 
foundation for creating Myakka River State Park. To learn more about the lives of Mrs. Potter Palmer 
2nd A. B. Edwards, visit the Sarasota History Center at http://www.scgov.net/HistoryCenter/. 


