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Researchers from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s Fish and Wildlife Research 
Institute (FWRI), in cooperation with staff and volunteers from Sarasota County, are studying bay 
scallops in Sarasota County coastal waters.  The bay scallop research project in Sarasota County consists 
of two parts, a monitoring effort performed by FWRI and Sarasota County scientists and a restoration 
effort conducted by volunteers from the Sarasota County area and supervised by FWRI and Sarasota 
County scientists. 

This summary provides an update on the bay scallop research in Sarasota County, covering the 
monitoring effort from March 2008 to June 2009 and the restoration effort from July 2008 to June 2009. 

Bay scallop monitoring overview
The purpose of this portion of the project is to monitor the presence of 
baby scallops, also referred to as spat, to see if the species can thrive in 
local waters.  

Beginning on March 17, 2008, 
FWRI and Sarasota County 
scientists deployed 15 specially-
designed traps, called spat traps, to 
collect baby scallops. Spat traps are 
citrus bags stuffed with mesh and 
attached to a cinder block and float. 
Since the baby scallops settle onto 
the mesh, researchers can examine 
the traps to determine if scallops are present in the area.

Researchers placed the spat traps in seagrass beds located 
throughout the county’s local waterways, from Sarasota Bay in the 
north, to Lemon Bay in the south (see map at left).  Every eight 
weeks, Sarasota County scientists collected the traps, replaced them 
with new ones, and sent the collected traps to the FWRI headquarters 
in St. Petersburg. FWRI scientists examined the traps in a laboratory 
to count all scallops that were caught in the traps. 

 Bay scallops live for 12 months, and reproduce once in their lifetime.  
 Scallops have about 50 bright blue eyes which they use to detect predators. 
 Scallops can swim by clapping their shells together rapidly.
  Scallops live in seagrass beds and need clean, salty water to survive, which makes them  

good indicators of water quality. f
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Cage with bay scallops inside

Bay scallop restoration overview
After starting the bay scallop monitoring program, FWRI 
scientists decided to help boost the number of scallops within 
the local population.  Since this would be a big task and extra 
help would be needed, Sarasota County requested volunteer 
assistance from local waterfront owners. In July 2008, county 
scientists selected several local volunteers to become “foster 
parents” for 25 bay scallops. FWRI provided each volunteer with 
the bay scallops and a cage. The volunteers were instructed 
to hang the cage, with the scallops inside, from their dock.  In 
general, once a month, the volunteers counted the number of 
live and dead bay scallops within their cage. The volunteers also 
measured the height of each live animal’s shell. To ensure the 
cages worked properly, the volunteers cleaned their cages when 
they got covered in barnacles and other marine life. 

Results
Since the bay scallop research project began in early 2008, 
researchers have found scallops on traps during every month, except 
for August 2008, and at every station location (see charts at right). 
Researchers are excited by these results because this means that 
scallops can live in every area where traps were deployed within the 
local water system.  

Overall, the volunteer efforts to raise scallops were successful. 
All of the volunteers did an excellent job raising their scallops 
and the data they collected has provided researchers valuable 
information. Researchers now know that bay scallops will survive 

and grow to become adults in 
all of the areas studied from 
Sarasota Bay down through 
Lemon Bay (see charts at left).  
In addition, because most of 
the caged scallops lived until 
the winter, researchers also 
know that most of the scallops 
survived until adulthood.  This is an important finding because 
it suggests that the bay scallops reproduced before they died, 
introducing even more scallops into the system.  

FWRI would like to thank everyone who participated in this 
research project, especially those people who took time out of their 
busy schedule to make it possible. 

Researchers will continue to monitor the bay scallops within 
Sarasota County waters. For the restoration portion of the project, 
researchers are doubling the number of scallops within each cage to 
be provided to each volunteer.  


