






































Stormwater Runoff 
(See pages 1 & 24-27 in FY &N Handbook) 

r 1 r eepin.g rain and sprinkler water on our yards - and out of 

\

'f . stormdrains - reduces pollution of our bays, rivers and lakes. 
Because water washes off our yards, it is important to reduce 
the amount of pollutants on our property. The FY&N 

Handbook shows the benefits of having swales in your yard and using 
pervious surfaces for patios and walkvvays. · 

Making a Rain Barrel 
Rain barrels are a great way to reduce stormwater runoff and to 

save water for a dry spel l. If you have gutters on your house, you may 
be able to collect 55 gallons of water during a 1/2-inch rain by con
necting a downspout to a rain barrel or cistern .. 

Tools: 
Electric Drill 
15/16" Drill Bit 
Sabre Saw 
(you can use a hand drill & hand saw) 

Supplies: 
Plastic Drum (55 gaL best) 
3/4" Spigot (with male threads) 

PVC Cement 
Caulk 

Directions: Use only barrels that have carried food products! 



Let only rain down the drain! While 
stormwater often travels through pipes 
under our roads just like sewage, it is 
not treated at a waste treatment plant. 
Instead stormwater flo\/vS directly into 
ponds, lakes, rivers and bays. 

Blue plastic drum painted to match the house. 

Note: Barrels come in many sizes, 
shapes and colors. 

• Barrels either have sealed lids or lids 
that can be removed. Barrels with 
sealed lids have two small round 
openings. They have flat bottoms 
and are more stable. Barrels with 
removable lids have larger 
openings making cleaning out 
debris easier. 

• Drums made of white plastic seem to 
disintegrate more quickly in the sun. 

• Food-grade drums are also available 
in 48 gallon and 42 gallon sizes. 

FLORIDA YARD ACTIONS 

0 Where possible, direct down
spouts and gutters to drain onto 
the lawn, p lant beds or contain
ment areas where rain will soak 
into the soil rather than run off 
the yard. Credit: 1 inch. 

0 Decrease soi l erosion by planting 
groundcovers where lawn grass 
doesn't thrive, such as under 
trees or on steep slopes. 
Credit: 2 inches. 

0 Use mulch, bricks, flagstone, 
gravel, or other porous surfaces 
for walkways, patios and drives. 
Credit: 1 inch. 

0 Collect and store rain runoff from 
your roof in a rain barrel or 
cistern. Credit: 2 inches. 

0 Create swales (low areas) or 
terracing to catch, hold and filter 
stormwater. Credit: 3 inches. 

0 Pick up after pets. This will help 
reduce bacterial and nutrient 
pollution entering stormdrain 
systems. Credit: 1 inch. 

0 Clean up oil spills and leaks on 
the driveway. Instead of using 
soap and water, spread cat litter 
over oil, sweep it up and then 
throw away in the trash. 
Credit: 2 inches. 

0 Sweep grass clippings, ferti lizer 
and soi I from driveways and 
streets back onto the lawn. 
Remove trash from street gutters 
before it gets washed into 
stormdrains. Credit: 2 inches. 

Total Inches 

19 
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Wildlife FLORIDA YARD ACTIONS 

(See pages 21-23 in FY &N Handbook) 

\I r ith more than 1,200 
kinds of animals, Florida 

\ ranks third in the nation 
in wildlife diversity. 

0 Plant vines, shrubs and trees 
that provide cover, nesting 
areas, or food for birds, 
butterflies and other wildlife. 
Credit: 3 inches. 

0 Provide a water source, such 
as a bird bath or a small pond, 
for wildlife. Credit: 1 inch. 

Providing adequate food, water and 
shelter can increase the number and 
variety of species that live in your yard. 

0 Provide wi ldlife shelters such 
as a bat house, bird house, 
brush pile or a dead tree. 
Credit: 1 inch. 

Butterflies add beauty to our yards 
and pollinate plants. 

Protect bHtte1f ly larvae and provide 
them the plant food they need. 

Frogs help keep mosquitoes and other 
unwanted insects under control. They 
also serenade us at night, especially 
after a good rain. 

0 Identify five kinds of w ildl ife 
critters (insects, reptiles, ani
mals, birds, etc.) that live in 
your yard. Credit: 2 inches. 

Aquascaping for 
You and Wildlife 

Total Inches 

Even smal l backyard ponds are 
beneficial to wildlife. A balanced 
system including fish and plants won't 
need a pump or filters (as long as you 
don't feed the fish). 

• Flexible PVC or rubber liners allow you to 
create the pond shape you want. Create 
a 9-inch w ide shelf, about 9 to 12 inches 
below the water line, for potted aquatic 
plants. Walls should have a 20 degree 
slope. 

• Preformed ponds are usually rugged, 
made of fiberglass or PVC. They can be 
placed above or below the ground. 



On the Waterfront 
(See pages 1-3, 32, 49-55 in FY&N Handbook) -----.... -
\I r aterfront property owners 

realize the special 
\ contribution our bays and 

waterways make to their 
quality of life. They also understand how 
fragi le these natural treasures can be. 

FLORIDA YARD ACTIONS 

0 Remove invasive exotic 
aquatic plants by cutting, 
pulling or raking. After using 
herbicides, remove dead 
plant material from the water 
to reduce pollution. 
Credit: 2 inches. 

0 Decrease wave action and 
increase habitat by placing 
clean native limestone rock in 
front of your seawall. 
Credit: 3 inches. 

0 Protect your native shoreline 
p lants. (For example: man-
groves in salt water; pickerel-
weed and duck potato in 
fresh water). Never prune 
mangroves or remove other 
vegetation without first seeking 
proper guidelines and per-
mits. Credit: 2 inches. 

0 Establish a 10-30 foot "no 
fertilizer, no pesticide" zone 
along your shoreline. 
Credit: 2 inches. 

0 If possible, plant a border of 
low-maintenance plants 
between your lawn and 
shoreline/seawal l to absorb 
nutrients and provide wildlife 
habitat. Credit: 2 inches. 

0 Where feasible, plant native 
aquatic vegetation in front of 
your seawall or along your 
shoreline. Credit: 4 inches. 

_Total Inches 

Total Inches for All 
Florida Yard Actions: 

21 



Florida Yards & Neighborhoods 
is a program of the Florida Cooperative Extension Service 

of the University of Florida's Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences. 

Manatee County Cooperative Extension Service 
Phone (941 ) 722-4524 

Fax (941 ) 721-6608 

Sarasota County Cooperative Extension Service 
Phone (941 ) ff 6 /-?</l'JIJ 

Fax (941 ) 316-1005 

Sarasota Bay National Estuary Program 
Phone (941) 359-5841 

Fax (941 ) 359-5846 

For lawn & gardening information on the internet visit the 
University of Florida Website: http://hammock.ifas.ufl.edu/ 

Contributors to The Florida YardStick Workbook include: Carolyn H. Best, 
Robert J. Black, Joan Bradshaw, Sydney Park Brown, Jack Burke, Michael Burwell, 

Mary Chernesky, Suzanne Cooper, Daniel E. Culbert, Harry DaMne, 

Norman H. Davis, Peggy Dessaint, Eleanor C. Foerste, Allen Gamer, 
Michael J. Holsinger, Tim Kelly, Gary W. Knox, Billie Lofland, David W. Marshall, 

Neil Mingledorff, Susan Moore, Anita Neal, Julia Palaschak, 
Kathleen C. Ruppert, Mark Shelby, Shannon Waters. 

University of Florida Cooperative Extension Service resources used in this 
publication: Florida Guide to Environmental Landscapes, Florida Lawn 

Handbook, Helpful or Harmful? Flash Cards, A Guide to Environmentally 
Friendly Landscaping: Florida Yards & Neighborhoods Handbook, Your Florida 

Landscape: A Complete Guide to Planting and Maintenance, FAIRS 
CD-ROM Multimedia Database, Maintaining Your Florida Yard (slide set). 

All programs and related activities sponsored for, or assisted by, the Institute 
of Food and Agricultural Sciences are open to all persons regardless of race, 

color, age, sex, handicap or national origin. 
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