
In November 2004, Sarasota County preserved two more parcels in the Myakka 

River watershed.  The 92-acre Ligon parcel and the 11-acre Thompson property 

will provide significant protection of the Myakka River.  The Ligon parcel extends 

north from Border Road and is bounded by the County's Carlton Memorial 

Reserve to the east.  The parcel contains land on both sides of the river at its 

northeastern tip. The Thompson parcel will protect additional river front land to 

the north of Ligon. 

     

The Myakka Pines Protection Priority Site covers over 300 acres along more 

than four miles of the Myakka River. It contains high quality hammock and pine 

flatwoods habitat.  Acquisitions within this site will provide critical buffers for the 

shoreline and create a protected corridor along the Myakka River, which is 

further protected by its Wild and Scenic River designation from the State.  Listed 

species occurring here include the gopher tortoise, butterfly orchid, royal fern, 

coontie, and cardinal air plant.        

 

For more information about the land preservation at Rocky Ford and Myakka 

Pines, call Debbie Blanco of Sarasota County Natural Resources at 861-6253.  

 



 
 



 


