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OUR MISSION 

The Sarasota Bay National Estuary Program is dedicated to improving and pro­

tecting the area's greatest and most important natural asset - Sarasota Bay. 

Our unique program strives to improve water quality, increase habitat and 
enhance the natural resources of the area for use and enjoyment by the public. 

OUR PROGRAM 

Sarasota Bay was named in the Water Quality Act of 1987 as a priority area for / 
inclusion in the National Estuary Program. Subsequent to extensive review by 

the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Sarasota Bay National 
Estuary Program (SBNEP) officially began in June 1 989. 

Sarasota Bay is one of 28 estuaries in the United States that have been named 
by the U.S. Congress as "estuaries of national significance." The Program was 
initially tasked with characterizing the environmental conditions of Sarasota 
Bay, and for formulating a comprehensive restoration and protection plan based 
upon this analysis. The "plan," called the Comprehensive Conservation and 
Management Plan (CCMP), was formally approved by the Governor of Florida 
and Administrator of the EPA in 1995. The CCMP recommends specific actions 

be taken by local governments and State and Federal agencies to improve and 
protect the Bay. 

Today, through the leadership of the Program's administrative staff and part­
ners, the Program's achievements in implementing the plan have been substan­

tial with reductions in pollution and increases in habitats, education, awareness, 

and recreational opportunities. The Sarasota Bay National Estuary Program is a 

member of the Association of National Estuary Programs. 

For more information, please visit our Website at www.sarasotabay.org. 
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The Water Cycle 

Water moves in a cycle. 
Color the different parts of the water cycle. 

SUN 
CLOUD 

.. 

Courtesy of Southwest Florida Water Management District 
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Dolphins are air-breathing mammals found in coastal 
waters around the world .. Dolphins locate fish by echoloca­
tion, the bouncing of sound waves off of their prey to find 
it. Each dolphin has a unique whistle which identifies it to 
other dolphins in their pod (family group). 

Courtesy of Indian River Lagoon National Estuary Program/St. Johns River Water Management District 
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Help the fish find its way to 

a clean home. 
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Everything needs clean wa~ ~ 

Courtesy of Southwest Minnesota Association of Soil and Water Conservation 
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Endangered species are plants or animals which 
exist in very few numbers today. The best way to save 
endange~ed species is to protect the areas where they live. 
For example, manatees eat plants in shallow water. Can 
you think of a way a boater can protect the manatee? 

Courtesy of Indian River Lagoon National Estuary Program/St. Johns River Water Management District 



A POEM FOR THE BAY 
A cinquain (SING kan) is a type of poem. The word cinquain comes from the French word cinq, meaning five. 

The following poem is a cinquain: 

Fish 
Silvery white 

Swimming, darting, Iising 
Silent in their world 

Anows. 

Cinquains have five lines with a specific number of words and rules for each line. The first line must be one word, 
a noun, and it is also the title. The second line must have two adjectives describing the title. The third line has three 
verbs describing the title. The fourth line is four words describing a feeling. The last line is one word that could be 
used as the title. Use the space below to write your own bay cinquain. 

Now, try reading your cinquain backwards. 

Now, try reading your cinquain backwards. 



Save or Waste? 

Circle Save or Waste for each picture. 

SAVE or WASTE 

Pouring a full glass of 
water down the sink 

Filling a bath tub to the top 

SAVE or WASTE 

Brushing teeth with water off 

SAVE or WASTE 

Pouring extra 
water on a plant 

SAVE or WASTE 

r 1 ' 

Taking a short shower 

SAVE or WASTE 

Brushing teeth with water on 

Courtesy of Southwest Florida Water Management District 
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Hermit crabs are true omnivores, eating everything 
from mangrove leaves to bird eggs. Some types of hermit 
crabs live on land, some live in water. AU hermits crabs 
have gills. To breathe, they must return to water to wet 
them. Hermit crabs do not make their own shells. They 
crawl into an empty one to protect their long soft bodies. 

Courtesy of Indian River Lagoon National Estuary Program/St. Johns River Water Management District 



FISHING FUN LINES 

Fishing is a popular sport in FJorida. All women, men and children 
who enjoy fishing and practice good outdoor manners are 
sportsmen. Sportsmen help protect our resources and make fish­
ing safer and more enjoyable for everyone. 

The Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission wants to 
help you have fun fishing. Fun fishing means: 

1. having places for fish to live, eat, and lay eggs in clean water; 

2. practicing good outdoor manners; 

3. knowing about fish and how to catch them. 

WHICH LINE HAS A FISH ON IT? 

DO YOU THINK THE WATER IN THIS LAKE 
IS CLEAN? WHY?* 

Courtesy of Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission/Missouri Department of Conservation 
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Pelicans are large brown sea birds that live in colonies 
(groups of birds). Brown pelicans fish byflying in a long 
line over the water. They splash into the waves and scoop 
up fish in the large pouch under their beaks. Adult pelicans 
eat four pounds of fish every day. Pelicans feed on fish 
which are not preferred by humans. 

Courtesy of Indian River Lagoon National Estuary Program/St. Johns River Water Management District 
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This is to ctrrtify thttt 

ii e1n officiuJ member of th 
Pe>LUE TEJJM, e 

work.in9 to l'tJStot'; 
Sar«Jotct feJa9. 



What are the four 
basic elements of 

(Fill in the blanks to find out the basic elements of habitat) 

1. Manatees eat plants that grow in the water. These plants are called aquatic 
vegetation. Aquatic vegetation is the only type of F_O_ that manatees should eat. 

2. Manatees seek out and drink fresh W E from natural sources. They do 
not need people to provide this drink for them. 

3. Manatees are migratory animals. Their travel is influenced by seasonal changes. 
Travel corridors are necessary for the manatee to move back and forth between summe 
and \vinter habitats. People \\'house these corridors must respect the manatees' need 
for safe passage and provide adequate S P _ C _ for the tnanatee to reach its 
destination. 

4. Manatees n1ust have a safe, protected area, or S H L __ R, that they 
can go to that keeps them away from harassment, boat traffic, strong currents and 
people. These areas are needed for feeding, resting, playing, tnating or calving their 
young. In Florida, vvith the growing number of people and boats, this safe protected 
area is getting harder and harder for the manatee to find. 

If any of the four elements ( , or 
_____ -/ are tnissing, the manatee caiillot survive. It is up to all of us to help 
the manatee survive. 

Answers: 
'Jdl(d4S pue 'g:mds 'JglBM 'pOOJ gJe lUl!qBl.{ glqt?l!nS jO SlUgrugp JnOj dl.{l 

Courtesy of Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
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Jack crevanes have olive green backs and yellow I 
bellies. They are fast swimmers, traveling in large schools. 
Jac.ks live in shallow estuaries when young. They hide 
under jellyfish, seaweed and in seagrass for protection. 
Adults are found in both the ocean and estuaries. They are 
a fun fish to catch. Adults weigh up to forty pounds! 

Courtesy of indian River Lagoon National Estuary Program/St. Johns River Water Management District 



Turtlegrass is one of seven types of seagrass which 
grows in Florida's shallow estuaries. Sea grass is the lawn 
of the sea. Their root systems keep waters clear by holding 
soil in place. These underwater plants also provide food 
and cover for marine animals, especially young fish and 
crabs. 

Courtesy of Indian River Lagoon National Estuary Program/St. Johns River Water Management District 



Aquifer Maze 

Help the water drops 
find their way to 0

0°0°0°0 
the aquifer. 0o0o0lo~--.,.... 

Floridan 
aquifer 

Courtesy of Southwest Florida Water Management District 
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Color by number to see who is hiding here.""~ 

1. black 2. orange 3. yellow 4. blue 

Everything needs clean water. 

Courtesy of Southwest Minnesota Association of Soil and Water Conservation 



Mangroves are trees found in warm climates near salty 
water. Mangroves are valuable because they filter pollution 
in the water. They prevent erosion by anchoring soil with 
their roots. Many birds find shelter in their branches. Fallen 
decayed leaves (detritus) of mangroves are an important 
food for many animals, including zooplankton and fish. 

Courtesy of Indian River Lagoon National Estuary Program/St. Johns River Water Management District 



c()UUect the dots to see where Manatees live! 

All manatees can live in slow-tnoving rivers, saltwater 
bays and canals and the ocean. They are found in: 
... Florida's coastal waters from l\'Iiami to Jacksonville . 
... the St. Johns River from Jacksonville to Lake l\Ionroe . 
... tht~ Gulf of 1\'lexico from Florida Bav to the Panhandle 

•' 

rivers of North Florida . 
... the Florida Keys . 
... sometimes in the sumrner as far 'West as Texas and as 

far north as Rhode Island. 

Courtesy of Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 



~--··-

(r2c;~ 

-
Sun 

. . . . . . 
·. ·Evaporation 

' . 

Courtesy of Southwest Minnesota Association of Soil and Water Conservation 
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Clouds 

Condensation 
6 6 ' & 4: 

Precipitation 
(rain, snow, etc.) 
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Courtesy of Southwest Minnesota Association of Soil and Water Conservation 
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Courtesy of Indian River Lagoon National Estuary Program/St. Johns River Water Management District 




