Sarasota County added another parcel to its Environmentally Sensitive
Preserves in October 2004 with the purchase of the quarter-acre Skelly parcel
along Warm Mineral Springs Creek. This part of the creek has not been
channelized and has a healthy riparian habitat as well is part of one of the largest
cold weather refuges for West Indian Manatees in southwest Florida. The Warm
Mineral Springs Creek Protection Priority site also contains scrubby flatwoods
that support foraging habitat for gopher tortoises and Florida scrub-jays. Several
listed plant species occur, including the golden leather fern, bromeliads, and
coontie. The creek is a tributary of the Myakka River, and protects water quality

for the river's drainage area and outlet into Charlotte Harbor.

For more information about preserved lands in Sarasota County call Brooke Elias
of Natural Resources at 941-861-6259, or email her at belias@scgov.net.
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